John 1:1
Luke 9:2



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send: He sent.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the disciples.  Next we have the present active infinitive from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to proclaim; to announce.”


The present tense is a tendential/customary present, which describes an action not yet taking place but reasonably expected to occur in the immediate future.


The active voice indicates that the twelve disciples/apostles are to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the kingdom of God.”

“And then He sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb IAOMAI, which means “to heal.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous infinitive.

“Impressed by the concurrence of Codex B and the Old Syriac translation supporting the shorter text, the Committee was somewhat inclined to regard the other forms of text as scribal expansions introduced in order to relieve the abruptness of the simple verb [ending with a simple infinitive].  In Luke the verb IAOMAI = to heal, except when passive, always has a direct object [but an infinitive doesn’t require a direct object like an indicative mood does.]  Faced with these conflicting data, the Committee decided that the solution was to include the words ‘those who are weak (supported by Codex Sinaiticus, A, D L and many later texts) in the text, but to enclose them within square brackets indicating doubt that they have a right to stand there.”

“and to heal.”
Lk 9:2 corrected translation
“And then He sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.”
Mt 10:7-8, “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.  Freely you received, freely give.”

Mk 6:12-13, “They went out and preached that men should repent.  And they were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them.”

Explanation:
1.  “And then He sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God”

a.  After calling together the twelve and giving them power and authority over all the demons and to heal diseases, Jesus sent them to the various cities and villages of Galilee to do two things.  The first and most important thing they were to do was to proclaim the kingdom of God.  What does this mean?  They were to proclaim that the kingdom of God was at hand, that is, that the kingdom of God was about to burst upon the scene of human history.  What kind of kingdom is the kingdom of God?  It is a spiritual kingdom, just as Jesus will explain to Pilate, when He says, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  The kingdom of this world belongs to Satan.  The Lord Jesus Christ’s kingdom belongs to the soul and spirit of each individual believer.  It is a spiritual kingdom of thought, ideas, beliefs, etc.  It is an immaterial kingdom.

b.  The proclamation of the kingdom of God includes the fact that the Messiah had come and the Messiah was the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  The proclamation included the fact that a person could be saved from their status of spiritual death and sinfulness by believing that the King would take away their sins once and for all time with a holy sacrifice acceptable to God.  The proclamation included the offer of eternal life and eternal security by faith alone in the person and work of Jesus as the Christ.  Their message and proclamation would be the exact same message and proclamation made by the King Himself.  They had listened repeatedly to His message and would now be required to repeat that message.  They had been trained long enough in what they needed to say; now they must go out and say it to others as greater heralds of the King than John the Baptist.  John’s message was that the King was coming.  Their message is that the King is here.

2.  “and to heal.”

a.  In addition to proclaiming the arrival of the kingdom of God, the twelve were also to heal the sick and demon possessed.  They are given the power and authority to heal those in need and are expected to do so.  It is hard for people to function in a spiritual kingdom, when their thoughts are constantly interrupted by the pain and illness in their physical bodies.  Therefore, the purpose of healing was twofold—not only did it validate the message of the twelve apostles, but it also freed the mind to concentrate on spiritual matters.


b.  God’s plan has always been to save both a person’s body and soul from the effects of sin.  This is why all believers not only have their souls saved by faith in Christ, but will receive a resurrection body that is free from the sin nature.  The spiritual is mentioned first in this verse because it is the more important aspect of the coming of the kingdom of God, but the coming of the kingdom of God also includes the healing of the body of the believer.  God wants those in His kingdom to be well in their whole person—body, soul, and spirit.  This is why we look forward with eager anticipation to the day of our resurrection.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This double office of herald and healer is stated directly in Mt 10:7–8.  Note the verb iaomai for healing here, though therapeuein is used in Lk 9:1, apparently is used interchangeably.”


b.  “The commission’s nature is indicated by the use of the verb ‘He sent’.  The task is twofold: the disciples are to preach the kingdom and heal the sick.  The details of the kingdom preaching are not given.  Luke saves mention of such details until the later mission in Luke 10, but one can suspect that the message here was similar, since they are parallel in many other details.  If so, the disciples spoke about the nearness of God’s kingdom; they challenged people to see the evidence of its power and nearness; they noted that this was a special time; they called on all to repent and enter in.  People who refused were to know that God’s judgment was drawing near.  This message fits not only the later mission, but also Jesus’ preaching (Lk 4:16–21).  The healings serve only to display the power of God and thus evidence the nearness of the kingdom, as Lk 11:18–21 makes clear.  This power will be retained by the Twelve in Acts and extended to others (Acts 3–4; 6:8; 8:5–11; 13:9–12; 14:8–15; 15:12; 19:11–16).  Their message in Acts will be similar, except that one new element will be added: the proclamation of Jesus as the exalted mediator of the blessings of promise.  Mt 10:7 is more detailed than Luke, since he mentions a variety of acts that the disciples are to perform: heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and cast out demons. Mk 6:12–13 gives the mission’s twofold task in a concluding summary and notes that the message was one of repentance.  The commission of Lk 5:10 is beginning to be fulfilled: the disciples are ‘catching people’.”


c.  “Their extraordinary powers were only handmaidens of something far better, namely, their message.  Their real work was not to heal the sick and cast out demons, as thrilling as that was.  That was incidental.  Their greatest work was to preach the kingdom of God.  What did they preach?  The coming creation of a land that would be the territory of a kingdom?  No, though there is an ultimate territorial aspect.  Did they preach a coming time period?  Partly, because there is a future culmination of the kingdom.  Even today, as then, we pray, ‘Your kingdom come.’  But these aspects notwithstanding, the great emphasis of their preaching was that the kingdom had come.  Jesus would later say, ‘But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you’ (Lk 11:20).  Luke also records that in answer to the Pharisees’ question about when the kingdom of God would come, he replied, ‘The kingdom of God does not come visibly, nor will people say, “Here it is,” or “There it is,” because the kingdom of God is within you’ (Lk 17:20, 21).  The grand truth is, the kingdom of God is the reign of God, the sovereignty of God.  The apostles were to preach the kingdom of God and its nearness to all.  They were to tell men and women that they were under it and could come into it.  Notice in verse 6 that it is called ‘preaching the gospel’ (i.e., the good news of the kingdom of God).”


d.  “Their ministry was to be an extension of His.”


e.  “To their herald’s message the apostles are to add as the divine seal this curing of all those who are weakened by ailments.”
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