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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after taking.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective PENTE plus the noun ARTOS, meaning “the five breads.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective DUO plus the noun ICHTHUS, meaning “the two fish.”

“Then after taking the five breads and the two fish,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ANABLEPW, which means “to look up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after looking up.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “toward heaven.”

“after looking up toward heaven,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EULOGEW, which means “to bless: He blessed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them,” referring to the bread and fish.  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATAKLAW, which means “to break: He broke.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb and the direct object “[them]” is deliberately omitted.

“He blessed them and broke [them],”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  It can be translated “He kept on giving.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus kept on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “to the disciples.”  This is followed by the ellipsis of the same direct object “[them], referring to the bread and fish.  Next we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb PARATITHĒMI, which means “to place or set before or in front of.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OCHLOS, meaning “the crowd.”

“and kept giving [them] to the disciples to place before the crowd.”
Lk 9:16 corrected translation
“Then after taking the five breads and the two fish, after looking up toward heaven, He blessed them and broke [them], and kept giving [them] to the disciples to place before the crowd.”
Mt 14:17-19, “They said to Him, ‘We have here only five loaves and two fish.’  And He said, ‘Bring them here to Me.’  Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.”

Mk 6:38, 41, “And He said to them, ‘How many loaves do you have?  Go look!’  And when they found out, they said, ‘Five, and two fish.’  …And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to the disciples to set before them; and He divided up the two fish among them all.”

Jn 6:9, 11, “‘There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?’  …Jesus then took the loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted.”

Explanation:
1.  “Then after taking the five breads and the two fish,”

a.  Luke continues to describe the feeding of the 5000 men (not to mention the women and children) by telling us what Jesus did next.  He took the five round flat-breads and the two small fish, which some young boy had brought with him that day for his lunch or dinner.  The disciples were asked by Jesus to go find out how much food the crowd of people had.  And out of the entire crowd of some 20,000 people there was only one young boy’s small lunch.


b.  The disciples asked the boy to give up his lunch, so Jesus could do something with it.  The boy had enough faith to do so.  The disciples didn’t believe that Jesus could feed the crowd with so little.  The boy had faith that Jesus could do so much with so little.  The disciples couldn’t just take the boy’s lunch from him.  That would be rude.  They had to ask him to give it up for some unknown use by Jesus, and the boy willingly did so.  This child had faith that no one else had that day.


c.  So the disciples received the food from the boy and Jesus received the food from the disciples.

2.  “after looking up toward heaven, He blessed them and broke [them]”

a.  Then the Lord looked up toward heaven because He was going to speak to God the Father in prayer.  It was a prayer of thanksgiving for providing the food, which they were all about to eat.


b.  Blessing the food is a twofold function: (1) it is giving thanks for what God has provided, and (2) it asking the Father to set apart any impurities in the food so that the food might be nourishing to our bodies as God intends it to be.


c.  The fact that this was a prayer of thanksgiving is stated in the parenthetical statement of Jn 6:23, “(There came other boats from Tiberias near the place where they ate the bread, after the Lord had given thanks.)”


d.  This act of giving thanks is associated with the Eucharist by some commentators because of the similarity to the statement of Paul in 1 Cor 11:24 regarding the Eucharist, “and after having given thanks, He broke [the bread] and said, ‘This represents My body, which [is] for your benefit.  Do this for a reminder of Me.’”  The reason the giving of thanks at the feeding of the 5000 cannot be directly associated with the giving of thanks at the last supper is that Jesus (and all Jews) always gave thanks before eating all meals.


e.  The bread was broken, not because it represented Jesus’ broken body on the Cross (because His body was not broken on the cross—no bone of His body was broken), but because the multiplication of the bread could not occur if the five breads were given out whole to only five of the disciples.  All twelve of the disciples had to participate in the distribution of the food.  Therefore, from five breads, Jesus had to break off pieces to be able to keep giving to twelve men to distribute.  The fish also had to be divided in some manner for distribution.

3.  “and kept giving [them] to the disciples to place before the crowd.”

a.  Behind the statement that Jesus kept giving them (the pieces of bread and fish) to the disciples is the ongoing creation of more bread and fish.  Jesus was creating bread and fish faster than He was giving pieces away.  We know this because of the twelve baskets of leftovers.  Whether Jesus created something out of something (more bread from bread) or created something out of nothing makes no difference.  The point is not how He did it, but the fact He could do it, which proved that He was God.


b.  This miracle is nothing like Moses providing Manna in the desert, since Moses didn’t provide anything—the God of Israel did.  Someone way beyond Moses was acting here.  Jesus was providing bread here near Bethsaida just as He did for forty years in the desert.  None of the Jews on this day complained about the quality or quantity of food.  It was the best bread and finest fish they had ever tasted.  They had a perfect meal from a perfect God.


c.  Finally, Luke points out that the disciples had to keep coming to Jesus and going back to their groups of fifty to a hundred and distributing food like waiters to the people.  Jesus was indirectly teaching these men what their future represented.  They would take the spiritual bread of the word of God and distribute it to their congregations (groups of fifty and a hundred) for the satisfaction of the souls of these believers.  This would be their ongoing job for the rest of their lives.


d.  Just as food is placed before someone to eat, so the word of God is placed before us to eat.  We eat the spiritual food of the word of God by believing what is taught and using it in our lives.  We cannot make someone eat the food placed before them (anyone with small children will tell you that), and likewise, we cannot make anyone believe and live according to what the word of God says.  All a communicator of God’s word can do is place the information before the hearers.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus feeds the crowd, and the disciples learn about provision.  Jesus breaks the food in front of them and then allows them to distribute it to the people in a picture of mediated provision given by Jesus through the disciples.  Thus, while Jesus performs the miracle, the disciples in fact provide food for the crowd, just as Jesus asked them to do in Lk 9:13.  They minister through His power and provision, a lesson that will become a focus of Jesus’ teaching in Luke 9–19.  The events of Acts 2–5 will help them understand what it means.  Some speak of Jesus’ miracles as “acted out parables,” an apt description here.  The thanksgiving that He offers shows His dependence on and gratitude to God.  There is a little debate whether Jesus blesses the food or gives thanks ‘with respect to’ the food because God has provided it [why can’t He do both.].  A metonymy may be present, where food is mentioned for what it reflects: God’s blessing and resultant joy.  Marshall may be correct that thanksgiving to God is offered.  How was food made available?  This issue has been greatly debated ever since miracles were first questioned:

 
1. 
The absence of any reference to ‘wonder’ by the crowd shows that Jesus’ example of sharing led others to share their food.  Not every miracle has a note of wonder (Mt 9:18–26; Lk 14:1–6; Mk 10:46–52.  [And the miracle is not proven by what the crowd thinks.]

 
2. 
The supply came from wealthy ladies in the group.  But no mention of ladies exists in any of these accounts.

 
3. 
The stories are simple imitation of OT accounts about Moses.  The account does have OT connections, but they hardly are sufficient to produce it.

 
4. 
Jesus broke the food into little bits for everyone and, as a result, all were not really filled. This was a messianic feast that was transformed into a miracle in its telling.  [This suggests that all four gospel writers lied and John and Matthew were eyewitnesses to the event.]

 
5. 
The account is allegorical and symbolic.  [Cannot miracles also by symbolic?  Of course they can.]

 
6. 
Jesus hypnotized the crowd into believing that they were filled.  [And I own a bridge in Brooklyn; want to buy it?]

 
7. 
Jesus is trying to organize another group to forsake all and follow him into the wilderness [That doesn’t disprove the miracle.  The statement proves nothing.  I included these ridiculous comments, so you would see how useless and ridiculous some commentaries are.]

Van Der Loos’s conclusion (1965: 630) is worth quoting: ‘It is without doubt a fascinating business to investigate how human ingenuity reaches new heights in its efforts to eliminate the supernatural from the story of the feeding.’  B. Weiss remarks that the text clearly intends the event to be seen as a miracle (as cited by Plummer 1896: 245).  We are not told exactly how the food grew to feed so many, but it is clear that Jesus was miraculously responsible for it.  Most older expositors posit that the food multiplied in Jesus’ hands (Augustine) or that it grew in the disciples’ hands (Calvin).  The imperfect of the verb DIDWMI (He continued to give) suggests that the former is the narrative’s perspective.  Jesus’ creative capacity is addressed in the account in much the same way as in the Cana miracle (Jn 2:1–11).  An event greater than the exodus provision occurs.  The people feast at the feet of One who is about to be confessed as Messiah, as He trains His disciples to depend on His ability to meet needs.  The verse’s wording is almost verbally exact with Mk 6:41 = Mt 14:19b.  The reference to blessing ‘them’ is not present in either Matthew or Mark.  All five verbal actions are part of all the Synoptics: took (the bread), looked up, gave thanks, broke, and distributed.  Jn 6:11 says that Jesus distributes the food, but that means only that he is the source of the distribution.”


b.  “In lifting his eyes to heaven, Jesus had recognized God as the source of this meal—that is, as the gracious Benefactor of these needy people.  Jesus himself is presented, then, as the one through whom God’s benefaction is present.  In light of this, it is surely of significance that no repayment is demanded from those who have received: the mercy of God is extended to all without reference to predetermined boundaries and without demands for reciprocity.  Here are thousands of people, an undifferentiated mass of people, some undoubtedly unclean, others clean, some more faithful regarding the law, others less so.  Is the food itself clean?  Has it been properly prepared?  Have tithes been paid on it?  Where is the water for washing in preparation for the table?  This meal is extraordinary precisely because these concerns are so completely absent.  Again, Luke’s narration underscores the degree to which God’s benefaction is without limits.”


c.  “It was customary to begin a meal by giving thanks for the bread and then dividing it. People often prayed ‘looking toward heaven’ (1 Kg 8:22, 54; Jn 17:1).”


d.  “The disciples’ quickly found the lad who was prepared to surrender his lunch pack for the marvelous and gracious teacher who had so enthralled him that afternoon that he had given no thought to eating his mother’s provision for him (surely this was his lunch, for his mother would doubtless have expected him home for supper).  Indeed, for a normal lad, the fact of this uneaten lunch was a minor miracle in itself!  The Greek word used to describe the lad indicates that he was a young boy—I guess eight to ten years of age, but certainly not a teenager.  John tells us that the loaves were barley bread; this is instructive as Jews grew barley as an animal feed and only the very poor used it as a staple food simply because barley cost half as much as wheat.  It is plain this humble fare was much appreciated by the crowd and this indicates that our Master’s touch turned a despised food into a delicacy.  John’s word for fish, describes a small fish regarded as a special delicacy, so his mother had packed a special treat for her son! These formed the ingredients for Jesus’ miracle.”


e.  “Jesus lifted his eyes to Heaven and probably gave the traditional blessing that is preserved in the Mishnah: ‘Blessed be you, O Lord our God, king of the world, who causes bread to come forth from the earth’ (Berakcot 6:1).  This was followed by a thunderous 5,000-voiced ‘Amen.’  After He broke the bread and fishes into pieces, He ‘kept giving’ them to the disciples.  Jesus kept producing the bread and fish in His hands by the supernatural power of God.  The pieces grew under his touch, and the disciples always found His hands full when they came back with their own empty.  Jesus kept creating tons of barley cakes and fish between the palms of His hands.  This was creation power!”
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