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Luke 9:15



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: they did.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so; thus; in this manner.”

“And they did so”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KATAKLINW, which means “to cause to sit down.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice is the causative active voice, which indicates that the disciples caused the action of the people to take place.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective APAS, meaning “everybody.”

“and caused everybody to sit down.”
Lk 9:15 corrected translation
“And they did so and caused everybody to sit down.”
Explanation:
1.  “And they did so”

a.  Luke continues the story of the miracle of the feeding of the 5000 men by telling us that the disciples/apostles (the Twelve) did exactly what Jesus instructed them to do.


b.  There was no ‘back talk’, no questioning of Him or His authority or His meaning or His directions.  They knew exactly what He wanted and did it with no more excuses.  There comes a time in the spiritual life of every believer when they have to just stop making excuses and do what God wants without questioning Him.  We all want to make excuses for why we can’t do what God wants instead of just doing it.  Every day is a good day to wake up and tell yourself that today you are going to just do what God wants, period.  You might have a really good day.  The disciples would figure this out before this day was over in a couple of hours.

2.  “and caused everybody to sit down.”

a.  What the disciples did was to cause everyone in the crowd to sit down (recline to eat) in groups of fifty and a hundred men along with their families if they were married and had their family with them; most would have had their family with them, since it was near Passover and people were traveling to Jerusalem for the festival.


b.  The disciples didn’t order the people to sit down; they asked the people to sit in groups and leave space for them to walk among the groups.  People listened and complied for two reasons: (1)  the verb used to ask the people to sit down actually referred to reclining to eat a meal; therefore, the people were expecting something to happen whereby they would be fed.  And (2) by asking the people to separate into groups, the implication was that Jesus was going to do something He had not done before.  He had never asked people to organize themselves into groups when He taught or healed people.  This was different and created an air of expectation.


c.  The disciples do what Jesus wanted even though they had no idea what was about to occur.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The disciples follow through on Jesus’ instruction.  With the crowd clustered in groups, Jesus turns to meet the crowd’s need.  Jn 6:14 (Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, ‘This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.’”) does describe the event as a sign, and in Jn 6:22–59 Jesus calls himself the ‘bread of life.’  Jesus—not a sacrament [like the Eucharist]—is revealed here.”
  Some commentators try to link this miracle to the Eucharist.  It is more closely linked with the Wedding Supper of the Lamb than the Eucharist.

b.  “The disciples participate actively in the provision of food for this huge crowd, first by organizing them for distribution.”


c.  “They may have ‘sat’ instead of ‘reclined’; people generally reclined at banquets and sat for regular meals.”


d.  “The purpose of this miracle was twofold: first, to instruct the apostles in the nature of their ministry (i.e., that they were only distributors of the bread of life); second, to prove to Israel that Jesus is indeed the prophet like Moses, for as Moses had been instrumental in feeding Israel manna in the wilderness, so, too, Jesus had the power to feed the nation supernaturally.  This miracle demonstrated that Jesus is the prophet like Moses, for the common man in Israel admitted this (Jn 6:14).  However, other details, like arranging the crowd in companies of fifties and hundreds, were instructive for the apostles, but had little if any bearing on the other purpose.  Moreover, a subsidiary purpose can be adduced from the historical sequence, for as this miracle occurred immediately after the twelve returned from their first successful mission, it can also be seen as a gentle safeguard against arrogance.”


e.  “The orderliness of the people in seated regimentation before receiving the bread was reminiscent of the Mosaic camp in the wilderness.  The impact of all of this as the miracle unfolded was to put forth the divinity and transcending sufficiency of Jesus Christ!  He was more than a second Elisha or a second Moses. He was the Provider.”
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