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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “the day.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb ARCHW, which means “to begin.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The middle voice emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb KLINW, which means “to decline.”


The present tense is a descriptive/historical present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the day was producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.

Then we have the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the twelve produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after coming.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “the twelve.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the twelve produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him,” referring to Jesus.

“Now the day was beginning to decline; however, after coming, the twelve said to Him,”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb APOLUW, which means “to send away; dismiss.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OCHLOS, meaning “the crowd.”

“‘Send the crowd away,”
 is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist deponent passive participle of the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the crowd producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after going.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and adverb KUKLWI plus the noun KWMĒ, meaning “into the surrounding villages.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural noun AGROS, meaning “farms.”
  Next we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATALUW, which means “to rest; to find lodging.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the crowds may produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun EPISITISMOS, which means “provisions.”

“in order that, after going into the surrounding villages and farms, they may find lodging and provisions;”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because; for.”
  Then we have the adverb of place HWDE, meaning “here.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular adjective ERĒMOS plus the noun TOPOS, meaning “in a desolate place.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: we are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the situation produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“for we are in a desolate place here.’”
Lk 9:12 corrected translation
“Now the day was beginning to decline; however, after coming, the twelve said to Him, ‘Send the crowd away, in order that, after going into the surrounding villages and farms, they may find lodging and provisions; for we are in a desolate place here.’”
Mk 6:35-36, “When it was already quite late, His disciples came to Him and said, ‘This place is desolate and it is already quite late; send them away so that they may go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.’”

Mt 14:15, “When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, ‘This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’”

Jn 6:1-5, “After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was performing on those who were sick.  Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples.  Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near.  Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?’”

Explanation:
1.  “Now the day was beginning to decline; however, after coming, the twelve said to Him,”

a.  Luke continues this story by setting the scene.  It is late afternoon—they day was beginning to decline, which means that it was probably around 5 p.m.


b.  In spite of the lateness of the day, the twelve disciples/apostles came to Jesus and made a request.  Jesus had been healing and teaching the crowd.  The apostles were apparently behind the crowd or off to the side and had to approach Jesus (“after coming”).  They may have had to work their way through crowd to get to Him.  They were concerned about the lateness of the day, their location in the wilderness, and everyone, including themselves getting something to eat for dinner.

2.  “‘Send the crowd away,”

a.  The disciples ask Jesus to send the crowd away, that is, to dismiss them by telling them that He was finished teaching and healing for the day.  The disciples weren’t asking Jesus to demand that the crowd leave, because they knew that that wasn’t His nature to treat people in such a manner.


b.  Did the disciples have a genuine concern for the crowd or were they just being selfish and desiring to have the crowd sent away so they could take care of themselves?  The answer depends on our attitude toward the disciples.  If we want to give them the benefit of the doubt, then they were concerned about the crowd.  If we think they were a bunch of selfish men, then they weren’t concerned about the crowd.  We have no other evidence in Scripture that suggests that they were antagonistic toward any of the crowds, so we should probably give them the benefit of the doubt and attribute this request to a genuine concern for the crowd.

3.  “in order that, after going into the surrounding villages and farms, they may find lodging and provisions;”

a.  Luke then tells us the disciples’ motivation or reasoning for wanting the crowd sent away.  The purpose for sending the crowd away was so that they could go into the surrounding villages and farms to find places to stay for the night and have dinner.  Notice that the disciples assumed that there were enough homes in the surrounding villages and farms to accommodate this crowd.  How big was the crowd?  We are told at the end of the story that the crowd was composed of 5000 men.  Assuming that each man had a wife and two children (an average size family), there were 5000 families to house, which means that there had to be 5000 homes within a couple of hour’s walk of the place where Jesus was teaching, which is called a desolate place.  The disciples wouldn’t ask Jesus to send this large a crowd to the surrounding villages and farms, if there weren’t enough homes to accommodate the people.  We should also remember that many people in this crowd came from Capernaum and caught up with Jesus at Bethsaida.  They were certainly close enough to return their homes, which were only a couple of hours away.  And any local people from Bethsaida could have returned to their homes.


b.  The disciples are also assuming that the Jews in the surrounding villages and farms will all show the hospitality expected of them.  In addition, the disciples are also assuming that every farm and village has enough food to provide dinner (and breakfast) for unexpected guests.  The disciples are doing a lot of assuming here.


c.  Basically, the disciples are asking Jesus to tell the crowd to fend for themselves, since there is nothing He or they can do to provide for these people.  Another wrong assumption.

4.  “for we are in a desolate place here.’”

a.  Luke then shows us the disciples’ justification for their request.  They are in a desolate place, that is, a place with no lodging or provisions even though they are not far from the city of Bethsaida-Julias.  They were probably no more than an hour’s walk out of town (3 miles?).


b.  The rationale behind this statement is that there are no local stores or farms close enough for the twelve to go get provisions for 20,000 people to eat.  If there are 5000 families, then each disciple would have to get food and drink for 400 plus families—an impossible task.


c.  So the disciples are presenting Jesus with the impossible situation, which they have no solution for, except to make the problem go away by pushing the responsibility on the people who have come to Jesus for spiritual and physical help.  The disciples’ attitude is to send the problem away.  Jesus’ attitude is to solve the problem yourselves, as we shall see.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “As the day winds down, probably nearing sunset, the Twelve perceive the approach of a significant problem.  Jesus’ teaching continues to hold the crowd, the crowd is large (five thousand men; Lk 9:14), and there is no food or lodging for such a great throng.  The NT hapax legomenon [meaning ‘single mention’] of the verb episitismon refers to basic daily needs. The disciples suggest that it is time to wrap up so that all these people can journey into the villages of the surrounding area to find food and shelter.  The request seems reasonable enough and reflects the Twelve’s sensitivity.  However, Jesus sees the problem as an opportunity to teach the disciples something important.  Luke is the only writer to suggest the need for lodging as well as for food.  This detail is unaddressed in the rest of the account, but the suggestion may be that if food is taken care of, then other types of provision need not be a major concern.  In addition, the note about lodging may suggest that the crowd is not made up of just local people.  Some have traveled some distance to listen to Jesus (Marshall 1978: 360).  Surely many, but not all, who were present would be local.  Jn 6:5 has Jesus initiate the discussion with an awareness of what He would do.  Of course, the Synoptics and John have summarized in distinct ways what was a much longer discussion.  John has more detail of how Jesus handled the issue as a lesson for the disciples, so John picks up the discussion at a later point.”


b.  “Our Lord was not the kind of person who could teach the Word and then say to hungry people, ‘Depart in peace, be ye warm and filled” (Jam 2:16).  The disciples were only too eager to see the crowd leave.  They had not yet caught the compassion of Christ and the burden He had for the multitudes, but one day they would.”


c.  “The people who had gathered were apparently not local people for the disciples wanted Jesus to send the crowd away so that they could find food and lodging. [Really?  The context clearly says that the crowd followed Jesus from Capernaum.  However, John’s gospel tells us that Passover was near and this crowd may have been composed of many Jewish pilgrims headed to Jerusalem, who would have by-passed Samaria on their way to Jerusalem and come south through the Jordan River valley.]  This would not have been necessary if the people had lived nearby and could have returned to their homes.”


d.  “Only when viewed against the backdrop of Jesus’ prior instructions to the twelve does their request to Him seem odd.  Their location in the rural environs of Bethsaida places them in close proximity to the possibility of food and lodging; why not take advantage of it?  Jesus, however, had earlier instructed his disciples to take no bread on the journey (v 3); thus they were counseled to carry on the divine mission while trusting in divine benefaction and resources.  Had they not trusted and been successful earlier?  If one reaches further back into the Lukan narrative, one remembers Jesus’ instructions on Simon’s boat that had led to a miraculous catch of fish (Lk 5:1–11).  If He was able to provide then, why not now?  In light of their present location in the ‘wilderness,’ memories of God’s provision of manna in the wilderness might also be activated.  In light of these narrative realities, could the twelve not continue to trust now, even if these fresh circumstances presented obstacles more severe than those they had yet faced?  Against such a backdrop, the extraordinary nature of their request to send the crowd away is seen in their lack of any vocalized expectation that Jesus might be able to provide for their needs.”


e.  “The Galilean countryside was full of villages, but Jesus had withdrawn His followers some distance from the nearest villages.  Even the larger towns would have under three thousand inhabitants; feeding the crowd in the villages would have been difficult.  (If they were beyond Bethsaida in Gentile territory, hospitality would be even harder to find.)”
  And if Passover was near, as John’s gospel says, how many of these homes would have been closed with the owners already en route to Jerusalem?


f.  “When it became late, the twelve asked Jesus to ‘release’ the crowd He had held spellbound with His teaching, miracles, and compassion.  As the day drew to its close the twelve became concerned for the large crowd who seemed oblivious to the passage of time, so took it on themselves to bring Jesus back to earth and remind Him of the realities of the situation.  But in so doing they were about to learn a lesson in practical spirituality!  Jesus had engineered this situation in order to teach them a significant lesson in ministry.  They wanted a problem dismissed—Jesus ordered them to solve it!”


g.  “It was spring (Mk 6:39; Jn 6:4), probably mid-April, and the sun sets at about 6:00 at that time of year in Palestine.  So perhaps it was around 4:30, and the people were beginning to get hungry.  Verse 12 was more than advice or suggestion.  It was impertinence—they were telling Christ what to do.  Possibly their heady experience of power in their preaching tour had made them think they could give Jesus orders.  The impertinence was understandable and forgivable, but it demonstrated just how inadequate their ideas still were of the person of Christ.  They had been with Him for over a year and had seen repeated miracles.  Regardless of the situation, they had never seen Him unable to meet the need.  Yet, though they had witnessed many miracles, it never occurred to them that Christ would do another one this time.  How like us they were.  We remain dull to Christ and His ways, though He has provided for us a thousand times.”


h.  “We turn to Jn 6:5-7 at this point.   When Jesus first stepped out from his retirement on the mountainside He put the question to Philip about buying bread for all these people.  Jesus did this in advance in order to test out one of His disciples.  Already then Jesus knew what He would do when evening would approach.  But all that Jesus got from Philip was the statement that it would take more money than they had in their treasury to provide even a very little for so many people.  There was not an inkling that Philip remembered Cana or thought about miraculous help from Jesus in any way.  Disappointed in Philip, Jesus descends to the multitude, heals the sick, and teaches about the kingdom until ‘the day began to decline’- as if he were all unconcerned about the needs of the people and the passing of the time.  The question put to Philip was evidently asked so that he would report to the other apostles, and thus all of them would think about it as the hours wore on.  They did that, but we see at what conclusion they arrived.  When the day began to decline, the disciples could stand the pressure no longer.  In spite of all that Jesus had said to Philip at the start, no thought such as Jesus desired had come to them.  They come to Jesus in a body after evidently having talked the matter over among themselves.  Their spokesman tells Jesus what He seems to be forgetting entirely, that He must let the people go and hold them no longer.”
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