John 1:1
Luke 8:55



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPISTREPHW, which means “to return; to go/come back.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the child’s human spirit produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “her spirit” and referring to her human spirit created in her at the moment she believed in the Lord.

“And then her spirit returned,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to stand up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the girl produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the temporal adverb PARACHRĒMA, meaning “immediately; at once.”

“and immediately she stood up;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIATASSW, which means “to order.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to her.”  Next we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that “[something]” received the action.


The infinitive functions as a finite verb in an infinitive absolute construction (which has an ellipsis of the accusative subject of the infinitive from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “[something].”  This infinitive also is explanatory, introduces indirect discourse, which requires the English word “[that].”)

Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the girl would produce the action of eating.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

“and He ordered [that something] be given to her to eat.”
Lk 8:55 corrected translation
“And then her spirit returned, and immediately she stood up; and He ordered [that something] be given to her to eat.”
Mk 5:42a, “Immediately the girl got up and began to walk, for she was twelve years old.”
Mt 9:25b, “He entered and took her by the hand, and the girl got up.”

Explanation:
1.  “And then her spirit returned,”

a.  Luke continues to describe the resuscitation of Jairus’ daughter by telling us exactly what happened.  The girl’s human spirit returned to body.  Notice the fact that the girl had a human spirit, which means that she was a believer before she died; for we are born dichotomous (with the body and soul, but without a human spirit) and only acquire a human spirit by the regeneration of the human spirit by the Holy Spirit at the moment we believe in Christ.  At some point before this girl died, she believed in Christ, and at that moment God the Holy Spirit regenerated a human spirit inside her.  When she died that human spirit and her human soul, which is united to the human spirit went to the compartment of Hades called Paradise.  At Jesus’ voice command to ‘wake up’ her human spirit returned to her physical body in that room.  How long did it take for the human spirit to go from one place to another?  We are not told, but by the way these events are described it happened in seconds or less and not minutes.


b.  The girl’s soul came along with her spirit, so that she is a complete trichotomous person as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice that without the immaterial essence of a person the physical body is without life.  ‘Life’ is immaterial.


c.  Jam 2:26, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.”
2.  “and immediately she stood up;”

a.  Luke then describes the effect of the human spirit returning to the physical body—the physical body is animated—it comes to life and moves.  The fact she stood up is proof that there is life in her body.  And Luke stresses the immediacy of this action.  The return of her human spirit had an immediate effect on her body.


b.  Notice that in all three accounts, the girl produces the action of getting up.  No one says that Jesus helped her up.  She stood up under her own power and ability—proof that she was fully alive.

3.  “and He ordered [that something] be given to her to eat.”

a.  Jesus then orders that the girl be given something to eat.  Who did He order?  He ordered the parents and specifically the mother.  There was no point in ordering the men, since they were ignorant in the art of cooking.  There was no one else in the room to order except mom.  All the family, friends and servants were outside the house.


b.  Was the girl hungry?  If she had been ill for more than a day, she was probably starving.  Her hunger had nothing to do with her previous trip to Paradise and back.  That had not taken very long.  Also giving her something to eat was further proof of her physical life.  But really that had already been proven by her bodily animation.  Her real need now was for the normal things that sustain life like food and water.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The girl’s life is immediately restored.  Luke gives three distinct indicators of this. First, her spirit returned to her body.  The PNEUMA is the part of a person that survives death and the part of one’s being that God works with in resurrection.  Luke’s description shows that with death a separation of body and spirit had occurred.  Second, with the return of her spirit, life was restored and she rose up in response to Jesus’ command.  Luke notes that this took place immediately.  Finally, Jesus asks that she be given something to eat.  Such a detail makes it clear that there is no hallucination or vision here.  The girl has been fully and physically restored.  Death has been overcome. The request for food reflects Jesus’ concern that life return to normal (Plummer 1896: 238).  Mk 5:42 relates the immediate recovery and speaks of the girl’s walking, an act that amazed those present.”


b.  “Jesus told them to give her something to eat, for it is likely that during her illness she had eaten little or nothing.”


c.  “After Jesus had raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead, she was given something to eat.  This proved that she was restored to normal health and not to a long convalescence.”


d.  “Jesus directed them to give her something to eat both to provide material evidence of her resuscitation [unlikely since they already had that evidence from her walking around] and to signify her restoration to kinship [more likely she was just hungry], symbolized in the sharing of food.”
  You don’t need symbolism of restoration to kinship.  That restoration was a fact and reality.  No symbol was needed.

e.  “This is the capstone to a trio of episodes meant to teach us the comprehensive power of Jesus.  Amidst the towering walls of water on a storm-tossed sea, Jesus cried out, ‘Be muzzled!’—and the sea instantly lay flat.  Confronted with a pathetically demonized man, the spirits pled with Jesus not to send them to the Abyss.  But He did with a word—first through the swine, and then to the eternal pit.  He is the God of nature and supernature.  But he is also the God of timing and space, of all providence, and in the healing of the woman and the raising of a child we see Him initiating and elevating human faith.  Jesus can do anything!  He is sovereign! Nothing is too great for Him.  He can save your soul!  He can restore your life!  He can supply your most desperate need!”


f.  “He commanded to give her food.  He was aware of ordinary practical needs as well as of emergencies.”


g.  “The disease was gone, and health and full strength were again in her body, and every trace of the disease had been wiped out.  Jesus never gives in scant measures.  In their excitement the parents and others might forget what the child needed, but not so Jesus.  The deity of Jesus shines out in its glory.”
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