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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERWTAW, which means “to ask.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all the people produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective HAPAS plus the article and noun PLĒTHOS, meaning “all the people.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive/genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and adjective PERICHWROS plus the masculine plural article and adjective GERASĒNOS, meaning “of the region around the Gerasenes.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to depart.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all the people asked Jesus to produce the action of departing.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from them.”

“And all the people of the region around the Gerasenes asked Him to depart from them,”
 is the causative/explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the instrumental of means from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS plus the adjective MEGAS, meaning “by great fear.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect passive indicative from the verb SUNECHW, which means “to be seized.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The passive voice indicates that all the people received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because they were seized by great fear.”
 is the continuative/transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  Next we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EMBAINW, which means “to step into; to embark.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after stepping into.”

With this we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PLOION, meaning “into the boat.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPOSTREPHW, which means “to return; to turn back.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then, after stepping into the boat, He returned.”
Lk 8:37 corrected translation
“And all the people of the region around the Gerasenes asked Him to depart from them, because they were seized by great fear.  Then, after stepping into the boat, He returned.”
Mk 5:17, “And they began to implore Him to leave their region.”

Mt 8:34, “And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they implored Him to leave their region.”
Explanation:
1.  “And all the people of the region around the Gerasenes asked Him to depart from them,”

a.  Luke concludes the story of the exorcism of the demon-possessed man in the region of the Gerasenes by telling us the final reaction of the people of the area.  They wanted nothing to do with Jesus or His ministry, just as the demon had said, “What business do we have with each other?”  After the total destruction of their pig industry, these people wanted Jesus gone from the area before He did any more damage to their lives.  They asked Him politely to leave.  They may have been angry with Him, but they show no signs of it.  The fact that Luke uses the phrase “all the people” indicates that the sentiment or desire was universal.


b.  Notice that nothing is said about the people being grateful that Jesus had rid the area of these two men that terrorized them for a long time.  They care more about their business operation than the lives of these two men.  If they had their way, the people would have gladly sacrificed these two men and kept the pigs.  In addition it is obvious that the preservation of their present way of life was more important to them than their eternal life; for they weren’t interested in being evangelized by the Messiah.  In fact, they probably considered Jesus to be in league with the devil rather than the Son of God.  They aren’t interested in hearing any message from Jesus.  They don’t care about being ‘saved’ or ‘evangelized’.  Whatever Jesus has to say to them is not ‘good news’.  They already have the bad news of the destruction of the pigs.


c.  These people symbolize the future negative volition of so many Gentiles in the world.

2.  “because they were seized by great fear.”

a.  Luke adds the reason why all these people asked Jesus to leave—because they were seized by great fear.  They weren’t just afraid but seized by great fear.  They were completely and totally terrorized by the person of Jesus.  Of all the people to ever exist on earth, Jesus is the least person to fear.  The fear by these people is irrational.  They had nothing to fear from Jesus as proven by the sane man sitting at His feet.


b.  Jesus came to them with a message of healing, salvation, eternal life, and good news.  They respond with great fear.  So what exactly did they fear?  Seeing all the pigs dead and still floating in the water, these people probably thought they were next.  Perhaps they thought that the legion of demons, having nowhere else to go, would suddenly return and possess all of them.  In their irrational thinking, they could imagine all sorts of bad things happening to them.  At this point there didn’t need to be any legitimate causes for fear.  Their fear was unfounded and unabated.

3.  “Then, after stepping into the boat, He returned.”

a.  Luke then concludes the story with Jesus’ final reaction to the request of the people.  He steps back into the boat and returns to Capernaum with His disciples.  The flotilla of other boats undoubtedly accompanied them again.


b.  Our Lord was probably very sad as He turned away from these Gentiles and went home; for He would never return to attempt to evangelize them again.  Other believers, like the two men no longer demon-possessed and future Christians, would have to make that effort.  But the chance of these people having eternal life right then through the words of Jesus was gone.  And there was nothing Jesus could do at this point to change their minds.  Therefore, it was better to leave than to press the issue and harden their hearts.  Leaving was the kindest thing Jesus could do at this point.


c.  Jesus would be able to use the people’s response and His willing departure as an illustration to the disciples of how to handle this kind of situation, when they would be sent on a future evangelization tour in pairs.


d.  Jesus’ actions here give us a valuable lesson in evangelization of others.  You don’t force the message of the gospel on people who don’t want it at the moment.  There will be future opportunities for them to believe by other Christians.  Don’t drive them into antagonism against the message through your persistence.  If someone isn’t ready to believe, then they aren’t ready.  Give them time and space and let the Holy Spirit do His job of making the message real to them.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The people of the region are seized with great fear and so they ask Jesus to leave.  This fear is negative, for it does not lead to faith.  Most surmise that the loss of property scared these people into asking Jesus to depart in order to spare the further loss of possessions (Plummer 1896: 232).  Others suggest that the crowd is simply overcome by the supernatural and wants nothing to do with it.  Whatever the cause, the region wants nothing to do with Jesus and His power.  Luke makes the extent of the fear and rejection very clear when he speaks of the whole region.  Jesus does not stay where He is not wanted, and so He departs.  Luke alone mentions great fear as the reason for the request.”


b.  “The community should have thanked Jesus for ridding their neighborhood of these two menaces, but instead, they begged Him to leave!”


c.  “Fear in the face of evidence of divine activity is expected in the Gospel, but the fear of these people is not portrayed as a positive response.  They have gathered from city and country, and now all from the region share in a common verdict.  In fear they reject Jesus.  Is this for economic reasons, as will be the case in the parallel in Acts (Acts 16:16, 19)?  In this context, Luke speaks of no motivation other than fear, and this fear seems to have nothing to do with the loss of the pigs [it is so obvious it doesn’t need to be mentioned].  The offer of good news rebuffed, Jesus departs.  In spite of the unambiguous evidence of divine intervention before them in the form of their transformed acquaintance [the changed men], these people seem not to have any faith at all.”


d.  “The opposition to Jesus arises from both economic causes—the loss of a large herd of swine—and certain Greek conceptions of dangerous wonderworking magicians, whom most people feared.”


e.  “Jesus sailed across the lake, confronted the demons and then immediately returned to Galilee.  Clearly, He was a man with a single purpose: to demonstrate His supremacy over Satan.  He attacked Satan at what was possibly his strongest point (the legion of demons), and then withdrew, His purpose having been fulfilled.”
  This is really shortsighted.  The Lord was not willing that any should perish and would have gladly evangelized the whole area, if people were positive to His message.  More than the defeat of Satan is at play here.  The salvation of the human race is also involved.


f.  “Their fear would have been fine if it was the healthy, reflexive fear that comes from being in the presence of the supernatural.  The disciples reacted in ‘fear and amazement’ when Jesus calmed the storm (verse 25), and some of the Gerasenes may have begun with such proper fears.  Perhaps they agreed that a great miracle had been wrought in the life of the demoniac, and they were happy for him.  But as they reflected on such spiritual power, they feared that it might require something of them.  So they decided it would be best for Jesus to go away.  This fear took a very specific form—it was the fear of economic loss.  Hogs were big business on the east side of the lake.  A massive business, by Palestine’s ancient standards, had been felled in one blow.  Clearly, if Christ stuck around, it would not be business as usual.”


g.  “This request, arising from fear, came from the populace, not just from the owners.  Awe-struck but unrepentant, they wanted no more of Christ.”


h.  “The deliverance of the demoniac meant nothing to them; they regretted the loss of the swine.  Any further deliverances of poor human sufferers at such a cost of material values seemed to them to be paid for at too great a price.  They were afraid of what Jesus might do if He remained with them.  The owners of the swine make no effort to blame Jesus for the destruction of their property.  This is proof that these owners were Jews.  Pagans could not but have blamed Jesus severely.”
  Not necessarily.  Even though the strict application of the Law by the rabbinic law did not permit Jews to raise pigs or have them on their property.  There was nothing that said that Gentiles could not do this on their property.  If these people were Gentiles, it makes sense that they would be terrified of a Jew with the power to command demons.  With that kind of fear they are hardly going to blame Jesus for anything.
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