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 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out: they went out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the people from the cities and country produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the people produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular articular perfect active participle of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that which” = “what.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action, and is translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The active voice indicates that the exorcism of the demons produced the action of having happened.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Then they went out to see what had happened;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: they came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the people of the city and area produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “to Jesus.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HEUISKW, which means “to find: found.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Then we have an accusative absolute construction, which includes a participle in the accusative that functions like a finite verb and a noun in the accusative case that functions as the ‘subject’ of the participle.  The present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATHĒMI, means “to sit; to be sitting.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now occurring.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the formerly demon possessed man) producing the action.


The participle functions like a finite verb in the indicative mood.

With this we have the accusative ‘subject’ of the participle from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHROPOS, meaning “the man.”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “from whom.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun DAIMONION, which means “the demons.”  This is followed by the third person singular (neuter plural subjects always take a singular voice in the verb) aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out; to come out.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire action from the viewpoint of its conclusion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb 
“had.”


The active voice indicates that the demons had produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and they came to Jesus, and found the man sitting from whom the demons had gone out,”
 is the appositional accusative masculine singular perfect passive participle of the verb HIMATIZW, which means “to be clothed.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the man received the action of being clothed.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine singular present active participle of the verb SWPHRONEW, which means “to be of sound mind; to be in one’s right mind.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present, describing what was occurring at that moment and continued.


The active voice indicates that the man is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition PARA plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun POUS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “at the feet of Jesus.”

“clothed and in his right mind at the feet of Jesus;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be frightened.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the people received the action of being frightened.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and they were frightened.”
Lk 8:35 corrected translation
“Then they went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man sitting from whom the demons had gone out, clothed and in his right mind at the feet of Jesus; and they were frightened.”
Mk 5:15, “They came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the ‘legion’; and they became frightened.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then they went out to see what had happened;”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus’ exorcism of the legion of demons and the suicide of the herd of swine by telling us what happened after the herdsmen saw and heard what happened and ran to tell the people (especially the owners) in the city and on the farms (in the country).  The subject of this statement (“they”) refers to these people who were informed that their pigs were all drowned in the lake.


b.  Naturally upon hearing the news the owners of these animals (and other curious people) would come to see for themselves what had happened.  They knew where the herd had been grazing.  So it wasn’t hard to see that the animals weren’t there.  And even more definitive would be what they saw when they looked at the lake—two thousand head of swine floating belly up, dead in the water.  There was no mistaking the fact they had all drowned.


c.  Upon arrival in the area fishermen at the shore getting ready to begin work that evening could confirm Jesus’ encounter with the demons and what happened.

2.  “and they came to Jesus, and found the man sitting from whom the demons had gone out, clothed and in his right mind at the feet of Jesus;”

a.  Having confirmed the facts about what happened, the pig owners and leaders of the city came to Jesus, probably to ask Him if all this were true, and if so, why He permitted the demons to destroy their property.  But upon coming to Jesus, the most significant thing they noticed was the formerly demon-possessed man sitting at the feet of Jesus, wearing clothes, and in his right mind.


b.  At some point after the demons left the man, someone took off their coat or shirt and gave it to the man to wear (“The man having two tunics must share with the one not having;” Lk 3:11”).  It is likely that one of the disciples or Jesus Himself did this.  The man’s posture of sitting conveys obedience, submission, gratitude, and loyalty.  He has fixed himself to Jesus and intends to stay with Him permanently as a follower.

c.  People could tell that he was in his right mind by how he spoke and what he said.  We can tell people are sane or rational by what they say.  The man was no longer shouting and screaming as he spoke, as the demons had forced him to do.  Also whatever he said made perfect sense, was logical, and coherent.  The man wanted to be with other people, wanted to be clothed properly and wanted to talk with others in a normal manner.  These were all signs that he was no longer demon possessed.  The people coming from the city and country could see this enormous change and ‘healing’ that had taken place.  From all that they heard from others and saw for themselves they could gather that Jesus, whoever He was, had power over all the forces of evil.

3.  “and they were frightened.”

a.  Therefore, seeing that Jesus had power over all the forces of evil, these unbelievers were very afraid.  What were they afraid of?  They were afraid of Jesus.  Why?  They thought that they were going to be judged and be punished for running this pork conglomerate.  If Jesus was willing to do something to cause the death of the pigs, what would He do to those who owned the pigs.  Whether their pig business was legal or not was not the issue in their minds.  If the business was conducted legally by Gentiles on Gentile land, there was still the issue of how Jesus would deal with the pig owners, after seeing what happened to the pigs.


b.  There is another possible reason these people were afraid.  Jesus had just ordered a legion of demons to do something and they immediately complied.  Was this man Jesus then the ruler of demons?  And if so, would He order these to come back and torment them for owning the pigs?  And if Jesus was not the ruler of demons, was He a prophet of God?  And as a prophet of God, would He call down fire from heaven on them for owning pigs, which was forbidden by the Jewish Law?

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In a complete reversal of the previously possessed man’s demeanor, he is now clothed, whereas before he had been naked; he is now seated, whereas before he had been roaming; he is now associating with others as he sits at Jesus’ feet, whereas before he sought solitude; he is now of sound mind, whereas before he had been crying out in a loud voice; he is now comfortable in the presence of Jesus, whereas before He wanted nothing to do with Him.  The man is seeking instruction from Jesus or, at least, is grateful (seen in the reference to sitting at Jesus’ feet; Plummer 1896: p. 232).  Instruction is more likely to be correct, given that he wishes to go with Jesus.  The emphasis on the man’s rationality suggests this conclusion as well.  The changed man and the reality that his new condition represents bring fear to those who see it. They know the history of this man and know that something unusual has happened.”


b.  “The man’s position with respect to Jesus portrays his placid comportment in direct contrast to the behavior formerly characteristic of him.  It also indicates his submission to Jesus and status as a disciple.  Luke presents the former demoniac as a learner, sitting at the feet of his teacher.  His former condition of nakedness had symbolized his lack of status, his alienation from other humans; similarly, his clothes now signal his acceptance.  His former comportment as a maniac has been replaced by self-discipline and meritorious dignity.  All of this is included in the description of the change that has come over the former demoniac, and these qualities assist us in our attempt to understand the full extent of what it means for him to have been saved.  The response of those who have gathered is to the transformation they witness in the former demoniac.  Fear in the face of evidence of divine activity is expected in the Gospel, but the fear of these people is not portrayed as a positive response.”


c.  “To sit at the feet of someone is to learn as a student from a master (Lk 8:35; 10:39; Acts 22:3).”


d.  “The Jews had rejected Jesus by claiming He was in league with Beelzebub; they now had to explain away two thousand drowned hogs and a previously uncontrollable demoniac turned ardent evangelist (Mk 5:20)!  Jesus could have refuted them with arguments, but once again, He resorted to action—His actions speak louder than words.  Moreover, drowning two thousand hogs in Gentile territory was a very Jewish thing to do.  The Jewish leaders had rejected Christ, but this Gentile from Decapolis had found his Savior. This was a harbinger of the Church Age, a time in which Gentiles will accept Christ and spread the gospel.  So this Gentile, this healed lunatic, became both an example that Gentiles would accept the gospel and also a warning to the Jewish nation that converted Gentiles were capable of assuming the Jewish privilege of representing God to man.”


e.  “Some have questioned the right of Jesus to permit the destruction of another’s property.  A choice of values was involved.  Which was worth more—the man, or the pigs?”


f.  The people who came to see “were struck, not by Jesus’ mercy, but by His power over demons.  This reaction was abnormal and unreasonable as are all the reactions of unbelief.”
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