John 1:1
Luke 8:32



 is the transitional/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI with the nominative feminine singular present passive participle of the verb BOSKW, forming an imperfect periphrastic construction, meaning “to be feeding: were feeding.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  The present tense of the participle indicates the continuing action.


The active and passive voices combine to indicate that many swine were producing the action of being fed.


The indicative mood plus the circumstantial participle combine to declare a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the temporal adverb EKEI, meaning “there.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun AGELĒ with the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural noun CHOIROS and the adjective HIKANOS, meaning “a large herd of swine.”
  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun HOROS, meaning “on the hill.”

“Now a large herd of swine were feeding there on the hill;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to implore; to beg; to entreat.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the demons produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him,” referring to Jesus.  Then we have the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause and translated “that.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EPITREPW, which means “to allow, permit, or give permission.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus might produce the action.


The subjective mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of contingency.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the demons.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “into them” and referring to the swine.  Then we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the demons might produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object or a complementary infinitive.

“and they implored Him that He might give permission to them to enter into them.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPITREPW, which means “to allow; to permit; to give permission.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the demons.

“And He gave permission to them.”
Lk 8:32 corrected translation
“Now a large herd of swine were feeding there on the hill; and they implored Him that He might give permission to them to enter into them.  And He gave permission to them.”
Mk 5:11-13a, “Now there was a large herd of swine feeding nearby on the mountain.  The demons implored Him, saying, ‘Send us into the swine so that we may enter them.’  Jesus gave them permission.”

Mt 8:30-32a, “Now there was a herd of many swine feeding at a distance from them.  The demons began to entreat Him, saying, ‘If You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine.’  And He said to them, ‘Go!’”

Explanation:
1.  “Now a large herd of swine were feeding there on the hill;”

a.  Luke continues the story with some background information.  The conjunction DE is often used in Greek to introduce parenthetical statements or background information to a story.


b.  We will find out later in this story that this ‘large herd of swine’ amounted to about two thousand.  Some commentators suggest that this many pigs had to be a conglomerate of several herds and owned by Gentiles, since pork was forbidden to the Jews by the Law.  Others suggest that some Jews were running an illegal pork business, which is why Jesus was justified in permitting the herd to be destroyed.  The herd existed in the Gentile territory of the Decapolis, and therefore, it is more likely that the herd was owned by Gentiles than illegally by Jews.  But since Luke gives us no information about the owners it is really just speculation as to who owned the herd.  The fact that it was a herd this large indicates that there was certainly a market for illegal pork in the area; otherwise, the owners of the herd couldn’t stay in business.


c.  The hills on which these animals were grazing sloped down to the water’s edge, and as we shall see, the herd ran down this slope into the water and drowned.  They did fall off a high cliff, crash into the water and not be able to climb out of the water.

2.  “and they implored Him that He might give permission to them to enter into them.”

a.  The demons are the subject producing the action of begging Jesus to give them permission to enter into the swine.  It is interesting that these demons asked no permission of God to enter into the body of the man (men) they possessed, but had to ask permission to go into an animal.  It would seem that demons are strictly forbidden to indwell animals (in spite of the fact that some cats act like they are demon possessed, or maybe that is just my own cat on occasion), perhaps because the animals have no rational free will in the matter, whereas humans have a rational free will. 


b.  We can be certain from this begging and pleading that demons prefer indwelling something made of flesh (a living body with feeling) rather than having to exist as a disembodied spirit.


c.  This statement also tells us that the demons recognized the spiritual authority of Jesus, even if the leadership of Israel did not.


d.  Also not stated but implied is that this pleading and begging of Jesus was done verbally by the demons through the man for everyone standing around listening to hear.  The people are hearing the demons asking Jesus for permission for them to act.  This may have been one of the reasons why Jesus’ critics said that He was the leader of demons.

3.  “And He gave permission to them.”

a.  Luke then adds that Jesus gave the demons permission to indwell or possess the swine.  If there were 6000 demons and 2000 swine, we can easily imagine three demons going into each animal.


b.  Before we deal with the issue of what effect this had on the swine and why Jesus permitted the resulting death of the pigs, who had done no wrong, we have to ask why Jesus allowed the demons to do anything other than go to the Abyss.  One of the great issues in this entire conflict is the issue of free will.  The formerly demon-possessed man may have initially used his free will to permit the first demon to possess him with matters only getting worse as time went on and more demons joined the first demon.  The demons used their free will to torment the man constantly in unimaginable ways.  Now Jesus is using His free will to make a judgment on these demons, which they are about to experience.  And finally, the pigs are going to use whatever free will they have to die rather than live with a demon(s) inside them.


c.  Jesus is about to give an object lesson and far greater judgment to these demons than they realize; for they will end up as disembodied spirits in spite of getting what they begged God for.  God gives them what they want, but getting what they want only resulted in greater misery for them—an object lesson for all of us when we decide to sin.  We get what we wanted, but also get more than we bargained for in divine discipline.


d.  God gives people what they ask for.  God gives Satan what he asks for.  Jesus gave these demons what they asked for.  God has the nature to give for people ask for, but what people ask for is not always in their best interest.  So be careful what you ask for.  You may get what you want, but it may not make you happy.  Many people win the lottery, but the vast majority of them wish they hadn’t, because of the neverending stream of people asking them for money thereafter.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The demons make a request.  Sure that anything would be better than the Abyss, they ask to go into a large herd of swine on the hills.  The demons ask to go into the pigs because they know Jesus’ authority.  It is interesting that pigs are chosen, since they are unclean animals: the ‘unclean’ spirit seeks an ‘unclean’ animal.  But this may be a less important concern, since Jesus is in a Gentile region.  The presence of the pigs suggests that either Gentiles or non-practicing Jews own the pigs.  Nonetheless, Jesus gives permission.  The motive for the request is not clear.  It seems likely that the spirits hoped by their request to avoid confinement.  If Jesus would not permit them to indwell a man, an animal would do.  Anything was better than the Abyss.  It was too foreboding a place.  Of course, the transfer of the demons raises questions that the text does not attempt to answer: ‘How can animals be possessed?’  ‘Why would Jesus allow such a use of animals?’  ‘What happened to the demons?’  ‘Why did the spirits feel compelled to dwell somewhere rather than roaming the earth?’  None of these issues are answered here.  The text does suggest [it doesn’t suggest it; the text states it] that demons can possess animals.  The pigs serve as a visual demonstration of the man’s healing.  In addition, it seems that the man’s welfare is more important than that of the beasts.  The swine will also bring into play the region’s response, but none of these observations answers the questions raised.  One must be content to treat the account at the level it is offered and not try to answer questions it does not address.”


b.  “The presence of swine further marks this scene as occurring in Gentile territory, but this is almost incidental to their purpose in the narrative.  Instead, they are introduced by way of the concession requested by the demons.  Jesus allows the transfer of the demons into the swine with the result that they, like the demoniac before him, are ‘driven’ into self-destruction.  They are driven to their death.”
  With the death of the swine, do we have the ‘death’ of the demons, which means they are now relegated to the Abyss, because they ‘died’ with their host?  An interesting speculation, but only a speculation.

c.  “The pigs are unclean animals (Lev 11:7; Dt 14:8), which Jews were not even to raise for others (so runs the rabbinic rule in Mishnah, Baba Kamma 7:7).”


d.  “These demons recognized Christ’s office as their judge, and thus His superiority over their leader, Satan. They conceded, by obeying Him, that even the human Jesus was their superior.”


e.  “The presence of 2,000 swine indicates big business.  It may very well be that the swine-herders were compromising Jews, who saw a great profit in selling pork (unclean to Jews) to the Gentile market on the eastern side of the lake.  If this was so, Jesus was taking a swipe at their secularization and materialism.”
  But since this happened in Gentile territory, isn’t it more reasonable to assume that these were Gentile owners selling to Gentiles?

f.  Lenski insists that all this took place on the eastern shore of the lake in Jewish territory (because the Decapolis was ruled by Herod Philip), and therefore, the owners of the pigs were definitely Jewish.
  He does not speculate on the ultimate fate of the demons after the death of the swine.
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