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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to request, implore, or entreat.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the demons kept on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“And they kept imploring Him”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used here to introduce indirect discourse and a purpose clause, and can be translated “that.”  With this we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EPITASSW, which means “to order, command.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

Then we have the dative direct object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the demons.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and proper noun ABUSSOS, meaning “into the Abyss.”  Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb APERCHOMAI, meaning “to go away; depart; go.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the demons might produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive or an infinitive of indirect object.

“that He might not command them to go away into the Abyss.”
Lk 8:31 corrected translation
“And they kept imploring Him that He might not command them to go away into the Abyss.”
Explanation:
1.  “And they kept imploring Him”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus’ exorcism of a ‘Legion’ of demons from a man on the southern shore of Lake Galilee by telling us what the demons kept on saying as Jesus kept on ordering them out of the man.


b.  There is a battle of wills here between what the demons wanted and what the Lord wanted.  They are trying every possible ploy to stay inside their human host.  Jesus is relentless in His demand that they leave.  They are using every delaying tactic they can think of.  Jesus is single-minded and persistent.  It is short battle, but it is a great spiritual battle nonetheless.

2.  “that He might not command them to go away into the Abyss.”

a.  The demons kept on imploring Jesus that He not command them to go away into the demon prison under the earth, called the Abyss.  This is the place of incarceration of all demons that refuse to abide by the rules of the angelic conflict established by God to resolve Satan’s appeal of his sentence to the lake of fire.  Those demons who refused to obey the rules set up by God for the resolution of the angelic conflict have spent human history in this prison.  They will be released during the Great Tribulation to torture unbelievers for five months.  Those fallen angels who violate the rules of the angelic conflict during human history can apparently be sent to the Abyss as punishment during human history.  These demons know this and are pleading with Jesus not to send them there.  Demons in the Abyss are non-operational; they can do nothing, and are held in chains of supernatural darkness.  They cannot indwell anyone, possess anyone, torment anyone.  All they can do is sit and wait for the last judgment.


b.  The Abyss is mentioned in other Scriptures.



(1)  Rom 10:7, “Or, ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss?’  This means that Christ must rise up from the dead.”



(2)  Rev 9:1-5, “And then the fifth angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And I saw a star [Satan] from heaven having fallen to the earth; and the key to the shaft of the Abyss was given to him.  And then he opened the shaft of the Abyss, and so the smoke ascended from the shaft like the smoke from a great furnace, and so the sun and the atmosphere became dark because of the smoke from the shaft.  And then from the smoke locusts came out on the earth; and power was given to them like the scorpions of the earth have power.  And they were told that they should not injure the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, except the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.  Furthermore it was given to them [demons out of the Abyss] that they might not kill them [unbelievers], but that they will be tortured for five months; and their torture [is] like the torture of a scorpion when it strikes a man.”



(3)  Rev 9:11, “They have a king over them, the angel of the Abyss; his name in Hebrew [is] Abaddon [Destroyer], and in Greek language he has the name Apollyon.”



(4)  Rev 11:7, “And when they [the two witnesses of the Tribulation] have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.”



(5)  Rev 17:8, “The beast [the Revived Roman Empire] which you saw was and is not and is about to come up from the Abyss and will go to destruction.  In fact, the inhabitants on the earth, whose name has not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, will marvel, when they see the beast that was and is not and will come.”



(6)  Rev 20:1, “And then I saw an angel descending from heaven, having the key to the Abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And then he seized the serpent, that ancient snake, who is the devil; that is, Satan, and bound [incarcerated] him for a thousand years.  And then he threw him into the Abyss.  Furthermore he locked and sealed [it] over him, in order that he should no longer deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed.  After these things, releasing him for a short time is necessary.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “[The Abyss is] a description of the underworld as the place of imprisonment for disobedient spirits.”


b.  “The demons know they are in a bad situation.  Despite their numbers and power, they know who has authority.  The demons beg Jesus not to exercise His authority over them and relegate them to the abyss.  Luke alone mentions the abyss, as Mk 5:10 speaks only of their asking not to be cast out of the country and Mt 8:29 refers to their not being tormented before the time.  The abyss refers to the abode of the dead in the OT (Ps 107:26; also Rom 10:7).  In Luke it is seen as a place where demons or disobedient spirits are kept.  In the OT, the abyss originally referred to the depths of the earth and could be associated with the sea [the weight of the ocean is the lock on the prison door].  This association with the sea may suggest why ABUSSOS is used here, since the demons are destined for the Sea of Galilee.  Judaism also saw the deep as a repository for hostile spirits.  The spirits fear confinement.  A cosmic sneak preview takes place in this event.”


c.  “Demons believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God with authority to command them.  They believe in a future judgment (Mt 8:29) and in the existence of a place of torment to which Jesus could send them.”


d.  “The abyss was also thought of as a ‘watery place,’ which made the outcome of this encounter all the more ironic and climactic.  At the request of the demons Jesus let them enter into a large herd of pigs nearby which immediately rushed over a cliff into the lake and were drowned.  Thus the request not to be sent into the abyss was granted by Jesus, but they were sent to a watery place anyhow.”


e.  “That the demons recognize Jesus’ superior authority is evident from their request, which presupposes that they realize that He is capable of relegating them to the abyss.  Just as they had used their power to gain freedom from the shackles and chains of those who sought to control their host, the demoniac, so they now seek to avoid the abyss, that prison reserved for the punishment of demons.”


f.  “In Revelation ABUSSOS denotes the abode of evil spirits, but not the place of final punishment; it is therefore to be distinguished from the ‘lake of fire and brimstone’ where the beast and the false prophet are, and into which the devil is finally to be cast.”


g.  “This narrative gives us a glimpse into God’s plan for Satan and his demons.  First, these demons recognized that Jesus had the power and right to remove them from operating on earth and to confine them to the ‘abyss’—a holding station awaiting the final judgment, after which they will be eternally tormented in Hell (Mt 8:29).”
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