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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning ‘to them,” referring to the disciples.  Next we have the interrogative adverb POU, meaning “Where?”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your faith.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”

“Then He said to them, ‘Where [is] your faith?’”
 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now,” which is used to introduce background information.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural aorist passive participle of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples received the action of being afraid.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after being afraid.”

Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to be astonished.”  (In the passive voice it means ‘to be amazed’.  We have the active voice here.)


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action of being astonished.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLOWN, meaning “to one another.”

“Now after being afraid, they were astonished, saying to one another,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who?”  This is followed by the conjunction ARA, meaning “then.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being someone/something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“‘Who then is this,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” followed by the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Then we have the dative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun ANEMOS, meaning “the winds.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EPITASSW, which means “to order, command.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what has just occurred.


The active voice indicates that Jesus has just produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun HUDWR, meaning “the water.”  Then we have the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb HUPAKOUW, which means “to listen to; to obey.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what has just occurred.


The active voice indicates that the winds and water produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him,” referring to Jesus.

“that He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?’”
Lk 8:25 corrected translation
“Then He said to them, ‘Where [is] your faith?’  Now after being afraid, they were astonished, saying to one another, ‘Who then is this that He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?’”
Mt 8:26-27, “He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?’  Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm.  The men were amazed, and said, ‘What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’”

Mk 4:40-41, “And He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid?  How is it that you have no faith?’  They became very much afraid and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?’”

Explanation:
1.  “Then He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’”

a.  The Lord replies to the statement of the disciples that they are perishing.  He doesn’t agree with them or disagree with them.  He asks them a rhetorical question, which is His normal method of teaching.  Even in this situation, He requires them to think about what they are thinking.  The question is simple: ‘Where is your faith?’  So where exactly was their faith and which faith were they missing?


b.  First of all, we need to understand that they still had some sort of faith in the Lord, otherwise, they wouldn’t have come to Him pleading for His help in their seemingly helpless situation.  They still had a mustard seed’s worth of faith to come to Him for help.  They didn’t just throw their hands in the air like they didn’t care and resign themselves to their fate of drowning.  Most commentators take the position that the disciples had lost all their faith.  But what if Jesus’ question is designed to make them realize where their little-faith was—still in Him.  Certainly the question is designed to make them think about what happened to their greater faith.


c.  However, there was a portion of their faith missing.  Even if they died, so what?  They were still going to live forever in heaven with Jesus, or where they?  Their fear betrayed their lack of faith in the Lord’s promise of their eternal life.  If you truly believe in eternal life, then you have no fear of death, and they were clearly afraid of dying: ‘we are perishing’.


d.  Another problem was their lack of faith in the statement that Jesus had made about them going to the other side of the lake.  He said they were going to go there, and they were going to go there, come hell or high water.  (I just couldn’t help myself; that saying was so appropriate here.)  Jesus was demonstrating His faith in the protection of God the Father.  The disciples were not.  They had lost their faith in the Father’s protection of them.

2.  “Now after being afraid, they were astonished, saying to one another,”

a.  The first reaction of the disciples to the storm was fear.  They were very afraid to the point of thinking they were about to die.  After they got over that fear, which happened within seconds of Jesus calming the storm, the next fear they had was the fear of respect for the Man Christ Jesus, who had just controlled the two greatest powers of nature—the winds and water.  Then comes their next reaction of astonishment.  They were so astonished that they started talking quietly to one another.


b.  To see a hurricane-like storm become calm in an instant of time would more than astonish or amaze any one of us.  But to watch someone do it by command the moment He uttered the word is supernatural beyond question.  Jesus had demonstrated something only God could do.  The Creator ordered His creation to do something and it immediately obeyed.  He orders the universe to exist and it exists.  He orders the earth to stop moving around the sun and it stops for several hours so the Jews can continue to pursue and destroy their enemies.  He orders it to stop raining for three and a half years and it doesn’t rain.  He orders a hurricane to stop and it stops instantly.  Is anything too difficult for God?


c.  Watching God at work is astonishing and mind-boggling to us.  Every time Jesus performed a miracle people were amazed, astonished, and left talking to themselves about it.

3.  “‘Who then is this”

a.  Luke then tells us what these men said to each other.  They asked each other their own rhetorical question: ‘Who is this person?’  We know the answer to be the Son of God.  They were still trying to figure it out.  But hadn’t they already determined and stated that they had found the Messiah?  Yes, they had.  Andrew, Peter, James, John, and Nathaniel all had made that determination over a year prior to this.  Had they forgotten?  Did they not put together all the healing miracles with all Jesus’ teaching and figure out that He was who He said He was—the Messiah?

b.  They had heard Jesus say many times that anyone who believes in Him would have eternal life.  Didn’t they already believe that?  Had not John the Baptist testified that He had seen the Holy Spirit descend upon Jesus, and didn’t he testify that God the Father called Him, “My Beloved Son?”  Putting all these things together, these disciples had no business asking this question of one another.  It demonstrates their gross ignorance or their incomprehension of the obvious.  Judas was the only one among them who could have rightfully asked this question, and maybe he was the one who said it out loud, and started the others saying the same thing.

4.  “that He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?’”

a.  The question continues with a second part.  ‘Who can command the winds and water to obey?’  Only God.  But none of them answered their own rhetorical question.  There was God demonstrating His omnipotence right before their very ears, and they still didn’t acknowledge it.  They couldn’t believe that Jesus had omnipotence—the ability to do whatever He wanted, to create whatever He wanted, to stop whatever He wanted, and to start whatever He wanted.


b.  The winds and water obeyed their Creator, as they should.  What an object lesson for the disciples.  If winds and water obey the Lord Jesus Christ, how much more should we?  They respect who He is, shouldn’t we?


c.  The disciples now know that they are dealing with Someone, who is beyond a mere man.  They are beginning to understand slowly that they are dealing with the God-Man, the incarnate Son of God.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “All three Gospels have Jesus turn and rebuke the disciples at this point for their lack of faith.  Both Mt 8:26 and Mk 4:40 note the rebuke in two phases: mention of the disciples’ fear and then a rebuke for little faith.  Luke simply has an abbreviated report about faith and has slightly lessened the criticism of the disciples, as he often does.  The point here is clear: the disciples should be able to rest in God’s care and to trust Jesus’ ability to care for them.  The rhetorical form of the question really makes it a statement: ‘You should be more trusting.’  The faith in view here is not initial faith, but an applied faith that functions in the midst of pressure.  It is a faith that has depth of understanding and can be drawn upon in tough times.  It is faith that ‘kicks in’ and recognizes that God is in control, even in the face of disaster.  It holds fast patiently.  Fear and wonder are a normal response when one becomes aware that God is at work, even when it is through an agent. The ideas of fear and wonder are placed side by side.  This action raises not only emotions of wonder, but also a question.  ‘Who is this then?’  Who is this that can command the forces of nature, so that winds and water obey him?  This is the climactic question of the account.  Luke leaves the query unanswered.  It is a question to be pondered.  This certainly is not a normal man.  This is at least a prophet, as the parallel with Elijah’s handling of weather shows (1 Kg 17:1).  But is Jesus merely a prophet?  Who but divinity can handle nature like this?  Barriers are being breached here, as with Jesus’ other actions.  Those who are theologically sensitive know that nature is not in the hands of mere mortals.  The Psalms note who controls creation.  Regardless of whether one is Jewish or Greek, one knows this to be true.  Such common understanding serves as background to answer the question raised by the calmness that Jesus generated.  The calmed waves testify to Jesus’ identity.”


b.  “The disciples failed this test of faith because they did not lay hold of His word that He was going to the other side.  It has well been said that faith is not believing in spite of circumstances; it is obeying in spite of feelings and consequences.  The disciples looked around and saw danger, and looked within and saw fear; but they failed to look up by faith and see God. Faith and fear cannot dwell together in the same heart.”


c.  “The OT tradition of Yahweh as sovereign of the sea was readily accessible to them.  Jesus’ companions in the boat react as they would to a theophany, with fear; but their amazement, followed by their uncertainty about Jesus’ identity, indicates that they do not yet fathom what they have seen.  They have had their first test and have not performed well.”


d.  “This display of His power over nature was more spectacular than that in the supernatural daytime haul of fish.”


e.  “Jesus’ voice now rang across the calm.  ‘Where is your faith?’  At first His question-rebuke might seem harsh.  Their fear was so natural.  After all, they were going down, and Jesus was asleep!  But though their fear was natural, they had little excuse for their lack of faith.  They had seen the centurion’s servant healed and the Nain widow’s son raised from the dead.  Even more, they had been with Jesus night and day for three years [not yet that long].  They had observed His perfect character and soaked up His divine words.  But in their fear they had abandoned all spiritual logic.  How like us—except that we have even less excuse.  Fear comes, and all the reasons for trust depart—all our past experience, all the knowledge God has given us.  But now, as they rode the flat sea, their logic returned, and so, ‘In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this?   He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him”’.  They knew their Old Testament Scriptures, which taught that God controls the seas. Ps 107:24–30 was a precise parallel of what they had just seen.”


f.  “Jesus does not deny that the disciples still had faith, but He does ask where their faith was during this test.  The question of Jesus humbled and shamed the disciples; they had reason to hang their heads.  Yet this question at the same time urged them and prodded what faith they had.  The disciples had no right to be afraid whether Jesus was in the boat or not.  They were still in the care of the Father.   They had no right to fear even if they perished in the water.  We have no promise that mortal danger shall never plunge us into death just because we are Christ’s own.  We should die in confidence, not in fear.”
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