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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive masculine plural present active participle of the verb PLEW, which means “to sail” plus the genitive ‘subject’ from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to Jesus and the disciples.


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense: “were sailing.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus and the disciples were producing the action.


The participle is temporal and coterminous with the action of the main verb.  It is translated “while/as they were sailing.”

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APHUPNOW, which means “to fall asleep.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now while they were sailing along, He fell asleep;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to descend; to come down; to step down.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a hurricane produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun LAILAPS plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun ANEMOS, meaning “a hurricane-like wind.”
  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun LIMNĒ, meaning “into/on the lake.”

“and a hurricane-like wind descended on the lake,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, used twice, meaning “and…and.”  With this we have the third person plural imperfect passive indicative from the verb SUMPLĒROW, which means “to be filled with; that is being filled with water in a storm they were being swamped Lk 8:23.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The passive voice indicates that the boat and people in it were receiving the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb KINDUNEUW, which means “to be in danger, run a risk Lk 8:23.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the boat and people in it were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and they were being swamped and were in danger.”
Lk 8:23 corrected translation
“Now while they were sailing along, He fell asleep; and a hurricane-like wind descended on the lake, and they were being swamped and were in danger.”
Mk 4:37, “And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up.”

Mt 8:24, “And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now while they were sailing along, He fell asleep;”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus and the twelve disciples crossing Lake Galilee from Capernaum to the southern end of the lake, a trip of 13 miles that would take several hours depending on the wind direction and speed.


b.  According to Matthew’s account following events had occurred previously that day:



(1)  Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount, Mt 5-7



(2)  He healed a leper.



(3)  He healed the centurion’s slave/servant.



(4)  Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law from her illness, Mt 8:1-16.


c.  Mk 4:35 tells us that this happened when evening came.  ‘Evening’ is the period of time between afternoon and darkness, so something like 5-8 p.m.  The intent was to depart from Capernaum with just enough daylight to arrive at the other end of the lake as sundown occurred.  
d.  The Lord was very tired from the events of that day, and so laid down in the stern of the boat to take a nap.  With the gentle rocking of the boat as the professional fisherman sailed along, the situation was very conducive for sleeping.  The fact that Jesus needed sleep is another simple proof of His true humanity.

2.  “and a hurricane-like wind descended on the lake,”

a.  Luke, who spent much time at sea in his travels with Paul recognized a hurricane-like wind, when he saw it, had he been there.  Matthew was in the boat and actually experienced it, but he was not a professional sailor or fisherman.  He was a tax-collector.  Mark was still a young child, when this occurred and also had no sea experience, but uses the same word to describe this storm as Luke.


b.  The NASB translates the noun LAILAPS by the word “gale” whereas BDAG’s lexicon translates is as “hurricane-like.”  A gale type wind would normally be associated with a lake, since hurricanes only occur at sea.  The fact that we have a hurricane-like wind on a lake indicates the supernatural occurrence of this event.  God created a supernatural event that normally could not occur on Lake Galilee.  The lake would sometimes have fierce gale windstorms that swept down from the hills 700 feet above, but not a hurricane.


c.  The fact that the wind ‘descended’ on the lake describes the fact that the wind came down from the hills high above the lake.  Also this indirectly implies that the wind came from God above.

3.  “and they were being swamped and were in danger.”

a.  A fierce hurricane-like gale wind is going to create large waves.  The waves break over the top of the boat.  The boat was taking on water faster than the disciples could bail (toss) the water back out of the boat.  (It is likely that there were not twelve buckets in the boat for bailing water.)  The disciples were in danger of being drowned, and the professional fishermen knew it.


b.  Obviously everyone was soaking wet, including Jesus, who continued to sleep through this thorough soaking.  Normally, when people have water splashed on them, they wake up, but curiously that didn’t happen here.  Either Jesus didn’t care that He was being soaked with water or He had a waterproof covering over him.  More importantly here, Luke says nothing about Jesus being worried about them being swamped and in danger of drowning.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “These wind storms rushed from Hermon down through the Jordan gorge upon the Sea of Galilee and shook it like a tempest (Mt 8:24).  These sudden squalls were dangerous on this small lake.”


b.  “The disciples are seemingly on their own.  As they sail across, Jesus falls asleep.  His calm mood stands in contrast to the approaching chaos.  PLEW means ‘to sail’ and suggests a sailing vessel as opposed to one that is rowed.  The storm’s arrival is described with a suddenness that fits its character: it is a whirlwind.  The picture is of a storm, bearing severe winds, that produces choppy seas and large waves.  Matthew’s description of an ‘earthquake’ may be a way to convey the instability produced by the storm, a ‘quake’ on water!  Given the Sea of Galilee’s topography, such a storm could descend onto the sea quickly without notice and, at night, could hardly be anticipated.  The sea is some seven hundred feet below sea level and is depressed with hills surrounding it.  The hills on the east side are particularly steep.  Cool air rushing down the ravines and hills around the lake can collide with warm air above the lake and create an instant storm in the confined quarters.  The verbs describe the water coming into the vessel as a dangerous situation.  The language is personalized when it says “they” were overcome.  It is the boat that is filling up with water, but the passengers stand at risk.  In fact, it is professional fishermen who are worried.  Mk 8:38 adds detail to Jesus’ rest in the midst of the storm: He is in the stern, asleep on a cushion.  The contrast is striking.  The disciples are powerless, while Jesus rests and the storm rages.  Seeing only the circumstances, the disciples doubt and panic, while Jesus rests in the midst of it all.  A situation that is fraught with danger in the disciples’ view is no cause for worry with Jesus.”


c.  “Jesus was weary from a long day of teaching and went to sleep as the ship left Capernaum for the opposite shore.  But before He did, He gave them a word of command that was also a word of promise: they were going to the opposite shore.  This word should have encouraged and strengthened the disciples during the storm.  The situation is such that sudden squalls occur as winds from the mountains funnel to the lake located 600 feet below sea level.  When the cold air and warm air meet in this natural basin, a storm is sure to develop.”


d.  “Luke’s description of the near catastrophe in which the disciples find themselves is as dramatic in detail as it is realistic.  Even the disciples, some of whom were fishermen, declare, ‘We are perishing,’ and the magnitude of the storm is further emphasized by its being twice mentioned—first in verse 23, when the disciples recognize their peril, then in verse 24, when Jesus rebukes ‘the wind and raging waves’.”


e.  “This miracle had the purpose of demonstrating to Jesus’ disciples that rejection by the Jews had not in any way diminished His control over nature.  After all that Jesus had already been through, it is not surprising that He slept, and that His disciples chose not to disturb His exhausted sleep.  This detail gives us a glimpse of Jesus’ humanity, notwithstanding His supernatural display of restraint, composure, and poise thus far.  The topography around Galilee spawns storms rapidly; this clearly is what caught the disciples’ boat as it plied across the lake.  Many of the disciples were experienced sailors who knew these waters well, so we can be sure their distress was well-founded and their danger real when they woke Jesus.”


f.  “It had been a long day of ministry that began with confrontations and continued amidst the press of immense crowds. So as the shadows lengthened Jesus moved to the stern of the boat, where He wearily reclined and soon fell into a deep sleep.  The disciples hoisted sail and began the trip across the lake followed by a flotilla of admirers in their boats.  Suddenly ‘without warning’ (Mt 8:24) they were blasted with a terrific storm.  As Luke has it, ‘a hurricane of wind’ came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.  Matthew uses the word seismos (‘earthquake’) to describe the storm.  It was as though the lake was being shaken.  As the ship reeled, dark mountains of water on port and starboard rose and washed over the boat.  Anyone who has been in a storm and has felt the stern plunge like an elevator in the trough of a rising, welling mountain of green, and then was shot toward the sky like a monster roller coaster, can imagine their misery.”


g.  “The Savior was subject to human limitations, and the fatigue of His ministry had worn Him out.  A storm of wind was not unusual on Galilee.  The lake lies 680 feet below sea level and is surrounded by hills.  As the air on the heights cools toward the end of the day, it flows down through the defiles of the hills to the lake surface and churns it into foam.  They were filled with water, and were in jeopardy.  The high waves dashed into the open vessel, so that it was in danger of sinking.”


h.  “The storm came in the providence of God, in whose hand are all the forces of nature.  The peaceful sleep of Jesus is due to the perfect absence of fear in His heart and to His absolute trust in God.”
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