John 1:1
Luke 8:20



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb APAGGELLW, which means “to be reported, announced, or told.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the personal use of the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him.”

“Then it was reported to Him,”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your mother.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS with the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your brothers.”  Then we have the third person plural perfect active indicative from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to standing: are standing.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes the present state of being as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ mother and brothers are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Next we have the adverb of place EXW, which means “outside.”

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ mother and brothers are producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb THELW, which means “to wish, want, will, or desire.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ mother and brothers are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to Jesus.

“‘Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside wanting to see You.’”
Lk 8:20 corrected translation
“Then it was reported to Him, ‘Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside wanting to see You.’”
Mt 12:47, “Someone said to Him, ‘Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to You.’”

Mk 3:32, “A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, ‘Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.’”

Explanation:
1.  “Then it was reported to Him,”

a.  From a comparison with the other two passages where this incident is reported we find a crowd sitting around Jesus while He is teaching.  We are not told the size of the crowd, but it was so large that Jesus’ mother and brothers could not get through the crowd to speak to Him.  Another aspect of this scene is the fact that Jesus could not see His mother and brothers standing at the rear of the crowd, because He was inside His house in Capernaum (Mk 3:20) and they were outside.  There could have been hundreds of people outside the house waiting to see, talk to, be healed by Jesus.  We have no idea what the size of the crowd was.


b.  Therefore, since Jesus’ family couldn’t get inside the house to speak directly to Him, they passed a verbal message from the back of the crowd to the front of the crowd inside the house.  Then someone inside the house reported to Jesus that His family was there to see Him.

2.  “‘Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside wanting to see You.’”

a.  Mary is clearly identified as the mother of Jesus, another proof of His true humanity—He was a real man just as we are.  His brothers are identified as His brothers (actually His half-brothers, since Joseph and Mary had no sexual relations before the birth of Jesus (God the Holy Spirit created and provided the genetic material to fertilize Mary’s ovum).  Jesus had four half-brothers (Mk 6:3).  They were not His cousins; they were His brothers.


b.  All three gospel writers (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) tell us that Jesus’ family was standing outside, which implies that Jesus was inside a house (His own house in Capernaum).  If His mother and brothers lived with Him in Capernaum (which is likely), we would think that His family would already be inside the house where they lived with Him.  But for whatever reason, they were not.  It is possible that Jesus’ family still lived in Nazareth and traveled the twenty miles from there to see Him and bring Him home, but that is neither stated nor suggested in any context.


c.  The fact that Jesus’ mother is standing outside waiting to see Him implies that Jesus was expected to stop what He was doing and attend to her needs.  What part of the Mosaic Law required this?  The commandment to honor your father and mother.


d.  The phrase “wanting to see You” is really an idiom that has nothing to do with physical sight.  Jesus’ family wanted to talk to Him and suggest to Him that He needed to stop His ministry before the Pharisees and Herodians carried out their plot to kill Him.  They wanted Jesus to stop His ministry, His teaching, His proclamation of the gospel and come quietly home with them.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The promise which Jesus gives (Mt 19:29; Mk 10:29f.; Lk 18:29) to those who leave father and mother ‘on account of My person’ is parallel to the saying about His true relatives, which He uttered when He Himself was faced by the opposition of His own family.”


b.  “The family was unable to reach Jesus, so a message was sent to Him.  In Mark, it seems clear that Jesus was inside a house during this incident.  The request in Luke is simply to see Jesus, who is physically separated from his family by the crowd.”


c.  “Our Lord’s mother, Mary, and His half-brothers (Mt 13:55–56; Acts 1:14) were worried about Jesus and wanted to talk with Him.  Some of His friends had already said that He was out of His mind (Mk 3:21), and perhaps His family agreed with them.”


d.  “These brothers were undoubtedly sons of Mary and Joseph who were born after Jesus. Joseph had no sexual relations with Mary until after the birth of Jesus (Mt 1:25).  The implication is that after Jesus’ birth Mary and Joseph engaged in normal marital relations and had a number of children.  Thus these ‘brothers’ were Jesus’ half-brothers.”


e.  “The Jewish leaders’ hate for Jesus was obvious [see Mt 12:38-45 which gives us Jesus’ interaction with the scribes and Pharisees prior to the arrival of His family], and word must have rapidly spread through the crowd of their leaders’ charge that Jesus performed His works through the power of Satan.  The atmosphere must have been electric, for many of those whom Jesus’ teachings had challenged and discomforted would doubtless have been happy to side with their leaders; on the other hand, those who had accepted Jesus’ teachings would have been incensed.  In this situation His mother and brothers came to protect Him from the crowd and the vehement hate of the Pharisees and their cohorts (the fact that they were readily at hand suggests that this event occurred in Capernaum).”
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