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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the present situation produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective KRUPTOS, meaning “hidden.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS with an embedded demonstrative pronoun (HOUTOS), meaning “that which” or “what.”  Next we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective PHANEROS, meaning “visible, clear, plainly to be seen, open, plain, evident, known.”
  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (what is hidden) will produce the action of becoming evident, known, or visible.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For there is not hidden that which will not become evident,”
 is the negative coordinating conjunction OUDE, meaning “nor” when used after a preceding negative.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective APOKRUPHOS, meaning “a secret.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to a secret.  Next we have a double negative OU MĒ, meaning “not not” and stating it dogmatically and emphatically; thus we can translate “absolutely not.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to be known.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that every secret will receive the action of being known.


The subjunctive mood is used in indefinite local clauses where the action is expected to take place in the future.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular adjective PHANEROS, meaning “to light.”
  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all secrets will produce the action of coming to light.


The subjunctive mood is used in indefinite local clauses where the action is expected to take place in the future.

“nor a secret that will absolutely not be known and come to light.”
Lk 8:17 corrected translation
“For there is not hidden that which will not become evident, nor a secret that will absolutely not be known and come to light.”
Mk 4:22, “For it [a lamp=the gospel] is not hidden, except that it might be revealed; nor has it been a secret, but in order that it might become widely known.”
Explanation:
1.  “For there is not hidden that which will not become evident,”

a.  Jesus continues teaching the crowd with another illustration.  This statement is a further explanation of the ‘mysteries’ of the kingdom of God, which God has been discussing.  The word “nothing” as found in many translations does not occur in the Greek.  Instead we have the negative adverb OU with the verb EIMI, meaning “there is not.”  The main thrust of this statement is that what God has hidden in His mysteries of the kingdom will become evident.  The things that are hidden will become evident.


b.  For example:



(1)  That Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, and the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world will become evident by what He will do on the cross and by His resurrection, ascension, and session at the right hand of the Father.



(2)  The new spiritual life of the Church Age will be evident by the advent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.



(3)  The revelation of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age become evident in the letters of Paul.



(4)  The fact that the Church is the bride of Christ will become evident by the resurrection of the Church prior to the start of the Tribulation.



(5)  The man of sin and Satan’s plan for the total annihilation of Israel will become evident during the Tribulation.



(6)  The judgment of all unbelievers alive on the earth at the end of Tribulation will become evident by the second advent of Christ.



(7)  The fact that there is a last judgment and an eternal lake of fire will become evident at the last judgment.



(8)  The fact that there is a new heavens and new earth will be evident by their creation in the future.


c.  This double negative (there is not that will not) can be stated in a double positive—the things that are hidden will become evident.  This is a promise and guarantee from our Lord to these unbelievers.  The knowledge of who and what Jesus is and His message of eternal salvation has not been hidden from anyone who is willing to believe in Him.  But to those who refuse to believe in Him, the mysteries of the kingdom of God are and continue to be hidden from them.

2.  “nor a secret that will absolutely not be known and come to light.”

a.  Jesus follows His first example with a parallel statement.  God kept the Church Age a secret from Satan, the fallen angels, and the prophets of Israel.  That secret had not yet been known or come to light when Jesus spoke this.  But the secret of the Church, the Church Age, the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, and the ministries of the Holy Spirit would become known and come to light in the next few years.


b.  Every secret of God’s plan is eventually revealed in all its glory.  At the fall of man, Satan had no idea that Israel would exist, that the Church would exist, that the Son of God would provide eternal salvation for man, that there would be the creation of a new heavens and new earth.  All Satan knew at the fall of man was that in spite of the fact that he had persuaded one-third of the angels to follow him, they had already been judged and condemned to spend eternity in the lake of fire.  Over the centuries of human history God has gradually revealed His plan, will and purpose in the creation of man and salvation of man.  Col 1:26, “the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints,”


c.  This verse has nothing to do with all our dirty little secrets being revealed for others to know.  This verse is not about you finding out the truth about someone else or them finding out the truth about you.  Col 3:3-4, “For you have died and your life has been hidden [secured] with Christ by God.  When Christ, your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”


d.  The Lord will reveal the entire hidden and secret plans and works of Satan, 1 Cor 4:5, “For this reason, stop criticizing and condemning anything before the end-time until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will reveal the motives and decisions of our hearts, and then each person will have recognition from God.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Light not only illumines, it exposes.  The standards in Jesus’ proclamation also examine how people are responding to God.  Indeed, Jesus’ teaching reveals hidden things and exposes secrets.  The second saying focuses on the evaluative and authoritative function of Jesus’ teaching, which brings to light people’s thoughts [whether or not they believe in Him].  It is a promise that one day all will be exposed and made manifest by God.  Truth and light will manifest themselves, and what is hidden will become known.  What is revealed eventually?  Is God’s truth to be made obvious to all through the disciples’ teaching, so that God’s teaching is publicly vindicated?  Or are evil thoughts brought to public attention before God?  The warning to hear carefully in the next verse fits the latter sense more readily. [I disagree; the warning to hear carefully fits hearing and believing the gospel, which is far more important than having our evil thoughts revealed.  The only evil thought that needs to be revealed is that a person doesn’t believe in Jesus.  That is the purest of evil.]  The only problem with taking light as the exposure of evil thoughts is gar, ‘for’ at the beginning of the verse: how does 8:17 explain the previous verse?  [It explains that a person’s rejection of the gospel will not remain hidden but be revealed at the last judgment.]  The connection seems to be that God’s truth is preached publicly, and it is the function of truth to illumine, to expose reality.  One day the nature of the light as light will become obvious, for it will expose what has previously been hidden. The warning is clear: God’s standard will be maintained, revealed, and one day executed—so beware how you respond to the message.  the saying here must be read in context.  The thought is not unlike Lk 2:35 (“and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed”).  It seems better to relate the message to the various responses that the soils give and to make clear to the disciples that God will evaluate how each person responds to the word [gospel].”


b.  “A person is not given ‘the secrets of the kingdom of God’ in order to keep them secret.  The disciples were to make known the things Jesus was telling them.”


c.  “When it is recalled that Jesus’ audience throughout this discourse has consisted of both disciples and a larger mass of people, then Jesus’ words might be taken as a reminder that his teaching is not esoteric [obscure] but accessible to all.  Nor is the sense of his message hidden. Understanding is available to any who choose to hear.”


d.  “They must shine the light in such a way that people will receive it and thus be prepared for Judgment Day when all will be revealed. This makes their present listening to the Word crucial.”


e.  “Here the context refers to the disciples making known publicly what Jesus has told them secretly and the principle appears to be applied to the present secrecy and future manifestation of the message of the kingdom.”


f.  “In the present connection, as GAR shows, Jesus is thinking of the blessed secrets of the gospel.  The light kindled in their secret hearts is to be placed on a lampstand and not to be hidden away in an unnatural manner.  The gospel is a mystery indeed, but it is to be made known everywhere.  The gospel will also expose the dark and hidden things of the world, will show what they really are, and will thus begin what God Himself will finish completely in the final judgment.”
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