John 1:1
Luke 8:15



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject (some call it a pendant nominative=a nominative case hanging out by itself) from the article HO, meaning “the [seed].”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and adjective KALOS with the noun GĒ, meaning “in the good soil.”

“However, the seed in the good soil,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that these seeds produce the state of being or representing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “the ones who.”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun KARDIA and adjective KALOS, meaning “with a noble
 heart.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of place from the feminine singular adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “having.”


The active voice indicates that these plants/men produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after having heard.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the message.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb KATECHW, which means “to hold fast, retain faithfully Lk 8:15.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes what is reasonably expected or normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that these plants/men produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“these are the ones who, after having heard with a noble and good heart, retain faithfully the message”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb KARPOPHOREW, which means “to bear fruit.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that these plants (men) produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “because of perseverance, patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness.”

“and bear fruit because of perseverance.”
Lk 8:15 corrected translation
“However, the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who, after having heard with a noble and good heart, retain faithfully the message and bear fruit because of perseverance.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, the seed in the good soil,”

a.  Jesus concludes the explanation of this parable by contrasting the fate of the other seeds with the seeds that fall into good soil.  The seed again represents the message of the gospel being proclaimed to all different kinds of souls.  The various types of soil represent the various types of souls.  The sower can be anyone proclaiming the message salvation, whether God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, a prophet like John the Baptist, the Incarnate Christ, or a disciple of Jesus.


b.  The good soil here represents a person who is positive to the message of the gospel and the continued teaching of the word of God after salvation.  The message of the gospel planted in the soul with positive volition to the word of God germinates and begins to grow spiritually.


c.  The adjective “good” does not refer to a ‘good person’ versus a ‘bad person’.  It is not about the deeds which we have done or not done.  The good soul is a person who loves the message of the gospel and loves all the teaching of the word of God thereafter.  Example the sinful women, who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and wiped them clean with her hair, and then anointed His feet with perfume.  Prior to salvation no one considered her a ‘good’ person.  But her positive volition to the gospel and the messages of Jesus made a better person than the self-righteous Pharisee Simon.

2.  “these are the ones who, after having heard with a noble and good heart, retain faithfully the message”

a.  Jesus continues to explain that these good souls are the people who, after having heard the message of the gospel with a noble and good heart, retain faithfully the message.  These people hear the message of the gospel, believe it, and want to know more, and so continue to learn the word of God.


b.  The noble and good heart refers to the mentality of the soul of a person who has genuine humility, immediate willing obedience to the will of God, and wants to keep on knowing what God thinks and what God wants.  A noble and good heart is positive or accepting of the messages of God.  They hunger and thirst after the teaching of the word of God from God’s messengers.  They value God’s wisdom, God’s standards, and God’s ways.  They are God-centered rather than self-centered.  Their nobility does not come from their inherent goodness, but from their execution of the will of God.


c.  Retaining the message of God refers to all His message—from the first time a person hears the message of the gospel to the last time they hear the teaching of the word of God from one of God’s communicators of doctrine.  They retain the whole message.  This retention can only be accomplished by repetition.  We remember what we hear over and over again, and this comes out in the word ‘faithfully’.  In order to be a faithful hearer of the word of God, it has to be heard over and over again.  Faithfulness implies repetition, because faithfulness requires the repetition of an action.  Therefore, in order to retain the message faithfully, we have to hear and live the message faithfully.

3.  “and bear fruit because of perseverance.”

a.  Finally, our Lord adds that this person with a noble and good heart (the place in the soul where the word of God is stored, recalled, and applied to life) will bear fruit in the spiritual life 


b.  The reason a person bears fruit in the spiritual life is because of their perseverance in learning and applying the word of God.  We don’t learn about the need to love one another, do it one day and never do it again.  We learn it over and over again and do it over and over again.  We persevere in learning and applying, hearing and doing.  This is the production of the mature fruit of the spiritual life.  The immature believer never grows up spiritually, and as a result bears no mature fruit.  Their production of doing the will of God in the spiritual life is minimal.  But the believer who perseveres in learning and doing the will of God lives a life of spiritual production, producing a hundred-fold in the execution of the plan of God.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The fourth group of seed has the response that yields fruit.  Luke does not mention levels of fruitfulness. He speaks simply of success. There are three keys to that response.  The first is the right kind of heart: an honest and good heart.  The second key response is holding fast to the word, which is another way to speak of faith.  One does not let go of commitment to God’s promise; one perseveres in faith.  The third response also involves a term unique to Luke, patience, a quality needed to bear up under the pressure of living faithfully. It is the opposite of falling away in verse 13.  In fact, it is the opposite of the responses in the other soils.  It is a corollary of hope, or the OT concept of waiting confidently on God.  It often refers to patience with regard to God’s hope and promise, a sense that it probably has here as well. [I think the nuance of the noun relates more to its other meanings: perseverance, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness.
]  When one rests in God’s promise and hope, one can overcome the obstacles that prevent fruitfulness: trials, worries about wealth, and pursuit of pleasures.  In this seed, the sowing process has reaped fruit.  This is the soil that disciples are to be like.”


b.  “This soil illustrates the individual who hears the Word, understands it, receives it within, is truly saved, and proves it by patiently producing fruit (1 Thes 2:13; 1 Pet 1:22–25).  Not everybody produces the same amount of fruit (Mt 13:8), but all true believers will produce some fruit as evidence of spiritual life.  That fruit may include winning others to Christ (Rom 1:13), money given to God’s work (Rom 15:25–28), good works (Col 1:10), Christian character (Gal 5:22–23), and praise to the Lord (Heb 13:15).”


c.  “The good soil is identified as those who, having heard, respond with faith and faithfulness.  Jesus’ description focuses on the contrast between those who believe ‘only for a while’ but ‘whose fruit does not mature’ on the one hand, and, on the other, those ‘hold the word fast’ and ‘bear fruit with patient endurance.’  In doing so, He pinpoints the need for consistency of heart (or character) and outward obedience.”


d.  “The first two responses our Lord described are those of the unregenerate: some will resist the gospel, preferring their sinful ways; on the other hand, some will find the gospel message appealing and will respond to it intellectually but not spiritually.  The last two responses sketched by our Lord are those of the regenerate: some will respond to the message of salvation but will nevertheless choose to continue their temporal, not spiritual, pursuits.  Others, however, will involve themselves in the spiritual work of the Church and be fruitful for their Lord.”


e.  “Finally there is the good soil in which the seed brings forth fruit.  The seed of God’s Word does not bounce off the hard surface of this heart.  Neither does it temporarily flourish in the shallow soil of emotion, only to shrivel under adversity.  Nor is it divided by its competing desires and thus strangled.  Rather, it is a heart that allows God’s Word to take deep root within it.  It then produces a harvest of good character: ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control’ (Gal 5:22-23).  This is followed by a bounty of good works [divine good] as the heart is remade by Jesus Christ (Eph 2:10).  This great parable gives us insight into what goes on with those who sit under the [teaching of the] Word.  There is no doubt as to what true hearing is—it is a heart that hears and does God’s Word.”


f.  “We may safely identify the Eleven and the ministering women with the fourth class.  Judas is an instance of the third class.”
  I disagree, Judas is an example of the first class.


g.  “What the parable and its exposition describe is the final fate of the Word in the hearts of men.  When life is done, some show a harvest; all the rest show no harvest.  Some never let the Word in, some never let it root, some never let it grow up.  This final fate of the Word is shown us now so that we may examine ourselves as to how we are treating the Word now, before life is done.  And this is done because, though no man can change himself, God has means to change us all, trodden path, rocky places, briar patches into good soil for his Word.  This means of God is the Word itself as it is exhibited in this parable. Like all the Scripture revelations of man's sinful states, this one, too, aims at the conscience and at repentance which thus open the soul for the gospel.  The more it is opened, the more fruit will there be in the end.”
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