John 1:1
Luke 8:14



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article HO, meaning “the [seed].”  The noun is not repeated, being clearly understood by use of the neuter article.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun AKANTHA, meaning “into the thorns.”  Next we have the nominative neuter singular aorist active participle of the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall: falling.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the seed produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the appositional nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these [men].”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that these men produce the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural articular aorist active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the ones who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that these men produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Now the [seed] falling into the thorns, these [men] are the ones who have heard,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet.”  Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means from the feminine plural noun MERIMNA, meaning “by the worries.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI (twice), meaning “and” both times plus the masculine singular noun PLOUTOS, meaning “riches” and feminine plural noun HĒDONĒ, meaning “pleasures.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun BIOS, meaning “of life.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go; to live.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what normally or typically occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (these men) producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, which can be translated “while living.”

Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb SUMPNIGW, which means “to be choked.”


The present tense is a customary present, describing what typically occurs.


The passive voice indicates that these men receive the action of being choked by the worries, riches, and pleasures of life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and yet, while living, they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb TELESPHOREW, which means “to bear fruit to maturity (the only use of this verb in Scripture) Lk 8:14.”
  We would say “to bear mature fruit.”


The present tense is a customary present, describing what typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that these men produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and do not bear mature fruit.”
Lk 8:14 corrected translation
“Now the [seed] falling into the thorns, these [men] are the ones who have heard, and yet, while living, they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life, and do not bear mature fruit.” 
Explanation:
1.  “Now the [seed] falling into the thorns, these [men] are the ones who have heard,”

a.  Jesus continues to explain the parable of the sower and the various soils by turning to the seed falling into the thorn bushes.  These seeds represent those people who have heard the message of the gospel that Jesus is the Messiah.  But notice that Jesus doesn’t say anything about whether or not they believe the message about Him.  Therefore, some commentators consider these people as unbelievers, while other commentators consider them to be immature believers.


b.  These people probably believe in Jesus, because of the statement about no mature fruit at the end of this explanation.  There is the beginning of fruit, but it never comes to maturity.  These people produce immature fruit because they are distracted from reaching spiritual maturity by worries, riches, and pleasures of life.  Various things in life occupy their thinking, so much so that they never get around to growing up spiritually.  They are hearers of the word of God, but never become doers of the word of God.  Jam 1:23-24, “For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer and they are, this person is like the man, contemplating his natural face in a mirror; for he observed himself and departs, and immediately disregards what sort of person he was.”

2.  “and yet, while living, they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life,”

a.  In contrast to hearing the message of the gospel (which implies hearing and accepting the message), these people just go on living as any further spiritual thoughts are choked by the worries of life, the riches of life, and the pleasures of life.  These people are preoccupied with family, friends, work, making money, being entertained, social life, and all the other things in life that distract a person from thinking about their spiritual life after being born again.  These people live in the here and now and give no thought to their relationship with God.


b.  Any thought of learning and acting on the word of God is choked or shut off by other thoughts about the things of this life.  This ‘choking’ out of any thought of the teachings of the word of God results in temporal death (being out of fellowship with God).  We might say that the sin nature has a strangle hold on these people with the result that they never grow up spiritually.

3.  “and do not bear mature fruit.”

a.  As a result of being choked by the worries, riches and pleasures of life these believers do not bear mature fruit.  The use of the word “mature” implies that these people begin to bear fruit, but it never becomes mature, suggesting that they initially believe in Jesus but go no farther in the spiritual life.


b.  Believers with positive volition to the teaching of the word of God find someone to teach them the Scriptures through the motivation and leading of the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit then mentors them as they learn the word of God and continue to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (2 Pet 3:18).


c.  As the believer continues to grow spiritually, they do the will of God, resulting in the production of divine good, which is the production of mature fruit.  This concept is also mentioned in the following passages:



(1)  1 Cor 2:6-7, “Instead we keep on communicating wisdom among mature believers, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age who are perishing.  But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom], which God decided upon before the dispensations for our glory,”



(2)  1 Cor 14:20, “Brethren, stop being little children in the sphere of your thinking, but be as a child in the sphere of evil, and become mature in the sphere of your thinking.”



(3)  Eph 4:11-14, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine; that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ, in order that we might no longer be childish [immature], being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by the trickery of men, by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming,…”



(4)  Phil 3:15, “Therefore, as many as [are] mature ones, let us keep this in mind; in fact, if you have a different attitude in something [and you do], God will reveal even that to you;”



(5)  Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each person and teaching each person in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each person mature in Christ.”



(6)  Col 4:12, “Epaphras, the one who [is] from you, the slave of Christ Jesus greets you all, at all times fighting for you in his prayers, in order that you, the mature ones, may hold your ground; that is, by having been fulfilled in the sphere of the entire will of God.”



(7)  Heb 5:14, “But solid food is for the mature ones, who because of maturity keep on having their faculties [human spirit and soul] trained resulting in the ability to distinguish between good and evil.”



(8)  Jam 1:4, “Moreover patience [endurance, perseverance] must keep on having complete [mature, fully developed] production, in order that you might be mature and undamaged, being deficient in nothing.”


d.  The concept of believers bearing fruit is also found in:



(1)  Jn 15:1-2, “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  He cuts it off, every branch in Me not bearing fruit; and every one that bears fruit, He prunes it, in order that it may bear more fruit.”



(2)  Col 1:6, “which [gospel] has come to you (as also in all the world) and is bearing fruit and increasing (as also in you) from the day you heard and completely understood the grace of God by means of doctrine,”



(3)  Col 1:10, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the full-knowledge of God,”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The third group of seed also fails to bear mature fruit.  The wording’s implication is that a response to the message occurs, but nothing comes to complete fruition because other matters crowd out the word’s ability to do its cultivating work.  Excessive concern for earthly affairs and pleasures is something that Luke frequently notes as a topic of Jesus’ teaching (the Pastorals tackle this theme as well: 1 Tim 6:6–10, 17–19).  The types of pleasures that Luke has in mind may well be those listed in Lk 7:25; 12:19; 16:19.  Fruitfulness is thus prevented by excessive concern about one’s welfare, possessions, and comfort.  Jesus says the danger of such distraction is that the word is crowded out and choked off by the energy and priority given to these other concerns.  Jesus is saying that the seed is choked off and cannot bear mature fruit because of these misplaced priorities of life.  The issue is not that such things are insignificant, but that they are not to have first place and thus destroy one’s personal spiritual reception of the word.  Plummer (1896: 221) makes the point that the choking of plants is not a sudden, but a gradual process, an observation that makes the image appropriate.  Mt 13:22 = Mk 4:19 mentions the choking, but also refers to the plant’s being unfruitful, rather than speaking of a lack of mature fruit.  The point in both cases is simply that the seed does not come to fruition.  Such a plant is useless.”


b.  This commentator considers this example to be another example of an unbeliever: “This soil illustrates the person who does not repent and ‘weed out’ the things that hinder the harvest.  There is enough soil so the roots can go down [wouldn’t that make this person a believer?], but not enough room for the plant to grow up and produce fruit [no spiritual growth after salvation?].  The plant is crowded out and the fruit is choked.  The person with the ‘crowded heart’ comes closest to salvation, but he still does not bring forth ‘fruit to perfection’.”


c.  “The third group are those who listen but never come to maturity.  These may be those who are interested in Jesus’ message but who cannot accept it because of their devotion to material things.”
  This commentator is really non-committal, but seems to lean toward the person being an unbeliever.

d.  “Some hearers will respond to the Word [are believers] but not to the work [growing in grace and knowledge], and will consequently lack mature fruit.  This is an indication there will be believers who will not actively involve themselves in prospering the Church.”


e.  “This is a lost heart.  A heart that is overcome with a love for ‘riches and pleasure’ is not a believing heart.”
  This commentator denies the possibility of a Christian becoming degenerate or ‘back-sliding’ or reverting back to their unbeliever way of life after salvation.

f.  Lenski does not directly state his position on whether this refers to a believer or unbeliever, but his wording seems to lean toward the person being an unbeliever: “They, too, heard the Word, actually heard it and understood its contents.  But as they go on, the thorns do their work.”
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