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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article HO and the ellipsis of the noun SPOROS = seed (verse 5), translated “the [seeds].”  Then we have the preposition PARA plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun HODOS, means “on the road.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: are; to represent.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the seeds produce the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural articular aorist active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The article functions as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “those.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action from the viewpoint of its conclusion.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “having.”


The active voice indicates that these seeds produce the action of having heard.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after having heard.”

“Now the [seeds] on the road are those having heard;”
 is the temporal adverb EITA, meaning “then,” followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a descriptive or customary present, describing what typically occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the devil) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “the devil.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AIRW, which means “to take away.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb (with an active voice instead of a deponent middle/passive).  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word/message; the divine message; the gospel.”
  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from their heart.”

“then the devil comes and takes away the message from their heart,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and should be translated “in order that.”  With this we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and goes with the main verb (to be saved).  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a general timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that these unbelievers produce the action.


The participle is an instrumental participle and can be translated “by believing.”

Finally, we have the third person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that these people do not receive the action of being saved.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of possibility.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “might.”

“in order that they might not be saved by believing.”
Lk 8:12 corrected translation
“Now the [seeds] on the road are those having heard; then the devil comes and takes away the message from their heart, in order that they might not be saved by believing.”
Mk 4:15, “Now these are the ones on the road, where the word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the message which has been sown in them.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the [seeds] on the road are those having heard;”

a.  Jesus continues to explain the meaning of the parable to His disciples.  The seeds represent the message of the gospel to various people in life.  These seeds represent a group of people, who happen to be on a dirt road, where the ground is so hard packed that the seeds cannot penetrate the soil.  This is analogous to the message of the gospel not being able to penetrate the soul of the unbeliever.


b.  The message has been heard but has not yet had a chance to be considered by the person.  They haven’t had time to think about what God is offering and haven’t yet made a decision to believe or not believe in Jesus.  But they have definitely heard the message of the gospel.  So they can never say, “But we never heard.”

2.  “then the devil comes and takes away the message from their heart,”

a.  As soon as the message of the gospel is delivered to these unbelievers the devil goes into action and takes away the message of the gospel from their heart.  How does he do this?


b.  The devil can take the message away from the unbeliever before they have made a decision to believe in a number of ways.



(1)  The devil can suggest to that person’s mind that God’s offer of salvation is not real, not true, is a ‘fairy-tale’, a myth, etc.



(2)  The devil can bring someone else on the scene (a scribe, a Pharisee) to ridicule the message of the gospel as ridiculous, a lie, something only fools believe, etc.



(3)  The devil can create a crisis, disaster, or some other form of distraction to get the person’s focus off the promise of God and get them preoccupied with their problems, fears, worries, etc.



(4)  The devil can add some system of works to the message of the gospel, making a person believe that there are many other things they must do before believing in Christ.



(5)  But most importantly the devil can make a person think they don’t need to be saved, either because they are already good enough to go to heaven without believing in Jesus or making them think that all their good works are good enough to get them into heaven.


c.  Not only does this statement by Jesus prove that there is such a person as the devil, but it also proves that he is active in the world, and especially active in attacking the message of the gospel.  Those who say the devil does not exist need to realize that they are also saying that Jesus was lying when He made this statement.  In effect, they accuse God of being a liar.

3.  “in order that they might not be saved by believing.”

a.  Jesus then explains the devil’s purpose in coming and taking away the message of the gospel.  The devil does so in order that these unbelievers might not be saved by believing in Jesus.


b.  It is critical to note here that salvation is “by believing” not by doing.  Doing all the good works in the world will not save a person.  This is what the Pharisees taught and believed.  Salvation is accomplished by God because a person has faith, and faith alone, in the Lord Jesus Christ, without adding any works to that faith.  God saves us because we believe that Jesus is the Christ, that is, the Messiah, the Son of God incarnate, and the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (our sins) by being judged on the Cross as a substitute for us.  We are not saved by anything else we might do.  Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.



(1)  “For on the basis of grace you have been saved with the result that you are saved through faith; and this [salvation] [is] not from the source of yourselves; [it is] a gift from God, not by works, in order that no one may boast [take pride in themselves].” Eph 2:8-9.



(2)  “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit,” Tit 3:5.



(3)  “Furthermore we know that mankind is not justified by means of the works of the Law unless [he is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ, and so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by means of the works of the Law, since by the works of the Law not any flesh will be justified.” Gal 2:16.



(4)  “and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die forever.  Do you believe this?” Jn 11:26.


c.  Satan does everything he can to persuade unbelievers not to believe the message of gospel, that is, God’s promise of eternal life and eternal security.  He is very successful in doing this where people are hurrying about on the footpaths of life.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Many reasons are offered today for the failure of preachers to win souls.  Here is the main one, the activity of the devil during and after the preaching of the sermon.  No wonder then that the sower must have good seed and sow wisely, for even then he can only win partial success.”


b.  “The first group of seed represents the response that never has a chance to germinate.  Satan comes and prevents the message from taking root in the heart (in the person).  In the battle for hearts between God and Satan, Luke says that some of the failure to respond to the word is the devil’s work.  As a result, any opportunity for faith and salvation is lost.  For such people, hearing is the most that happens.  There is no attraction to the message or reflection on it.  The spiritual condition of this first seed is clearly a picture of the unsaved; so also the saved condition of the last seed is clear.  Jesus is not communicating the minimum response required to receive blessing.  Rather, he is instructing the disciples on fruitfulness by pointing out obstacles that prevent such a response.  The fourth seed is the only one that is portrayed favorably.  [It is the only one that results in salvation.]  The second and third groups are viewed tragically since opportunity for fruitfulness [salvation] was present but lost, while the first group is portrayed as never having a good chance.  [They had equal opportunity but ignored it.]  Jesus’ point is that only the fourth seed really achieves the goal that the word is intended to produce.  [Eternal salvation.]  Scripture deals with two concerns on an alternating basis, sometimes side by side and sometimes mixed together: ‘How does one get in?’ and ‘How is one fully effective?’  The emphasis on fruitfulness indicates that the second concern is dominant in this parable.  [Notice how this commentator has rejected the idea that the parable is about being saved and substituted his idea that the parable is about fruitfulness after salvation.]  This parable seeks to encourage ethical righteousness [no it doesn’t; it encourages faith in Christ ‘by believing’], while noting which factors prevent its presence. The issue of ‘getting in’ is largely unaddressed [it most certainly is addressed, again ‘by believing’], though it is clear that the first group never gets in the door, while the fourth group clearly does.  What is clear is that soils one through three do not have a successful experience with the seed [exactly, they are never saved], for they bear no fruit.  The first group of seed also shows that a spiritual battle ensues when the kingdom is preached. God’s and Satan’s desires are very different (2 Pet 3:9).  Satan’s goal is to prevent belief.  The obstacles thrown in the way of the other groups of seed show this same battle waged in a more subtle manner.  Another point is important here.  The soil represents the different kinds of individuals viewed in terms of their whole life, not the different responses of an individual. [Can people not have different responses to the message of the gospel at different points in their life?]  Taking one’s life as a whole, the parable is designed to produce reflection on the question, ‘What single type of response to the word have I given?’ Or, ‘What various responses to the word exist among people as one looks at the whole pattern of their response?’  Jesus is explaining why the word is received in a variety of ways.  He notes that many obstacles prevent fruit-bearing [salvation, not fruit-bearing], while faithful, patient reception [believing] produces fruit [salvation].”


c.  “Jesus described four different kinds of hearts, three of which did not produce any fruit.  The proof of salvation is fruit and not merely hearing the Word or making a profession of faith in Christ.  [Notice this commentator believes that works added to faith in Christ are required for salvation.  He is a Christian Pharisee.]   The hard soil represents the person who hears the Word but immediately allows the devil to snatch the seed away.  How did the heart become hard?  [This commentator never answers his own question.]”
  The heart becomes hard by repeated negative responses to the message of the gospel.


d.  “Jesus’ words also prohibit any interpretation that might suggest that God had kept some from salvation; to the contrary, the message has been broadcast widely, but God has not decreed how it will be apprehended.  Everyone may ‘hear’ the word, but not all will believe and be saved.”


e.  “Some hearers will not understand the Word [wrong; they understand, but do not believe; the common grace ministry of the Holy Spirit makes the message of the gospel understandable to all; otherwise, God would be unfair] and it will have no significance to them because of Satan’s influence.  Christ’s use of Isa 6:9–10 indicates that the resistance against the gospel is, in the first instance, due to the individual’s stubborn and persistent desire not to turn to God (Mt 13:15).  It is on this human failing that Satan bases his attack.”


f.  “These hard, beaten paths are emblematic of some people who hear God’s Word.  The footfalls of their own busy comings and goings and the incessant traffic of life have so hardened them that nothing in God’s truth stirs them.  If the thought regarding where they came from or where they are going even occurs to them, they dismiss it as ‘too hard.’  Life for many is no more than a sports page and a beer, or a fishing pole, or a movie magazine and an hour at the beauty shop, or a spin in the car.  There may be no obvious major sin, but there is no interest in God or his Word either.  Life is crowded with other things.  Some of the hard-hearted may be more sophisticated.  They have drunk freely from a loose set of attitudes and ideas known as modernity.  They are not interested in God’s Word because they don’t believe objective truth can be known.  They worship technology brilliance and substitute it for God.  They rarely ever pursue the logical end of their presuppositions.  They may be hostile, but very often they are simply uninterested.  Their hearts are as hard as nails and dulled of all feeling by the busyness of life.  As the truth bounces on the hardened surface of their lives, Satan comes with an interest—some busy excitement perhaps, [or some other distraction].”


g.  “The birds represent the different ways in which Satan takes the Word away from men’s minds: the Word which disturbs his conscience is a mere exaggeration; sin is not at all so deadly; God cannot have wrath; we must not allow our enlightened minds to be moved by such outworn notions; all is uncertain; no modern man believes such things.  Numberless are these birds by which Satan operates.”
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