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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; but in explanations it means ‘to mean’: means.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the parable produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PARABOLĒ, meaning “the parable.”

“Now the parable means this:”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO and noun SPOROS, meaning “the seed.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; to represent: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the seed produces the state of being or representing the word of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

“the seed is the word of God.”
Lk 8:11 corrected translation
“Now the parable means this: the seed is the word of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the parable means this:”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus teaching in parables by telling us what Jesus said next.  The Lord now begins the explanation of the meaning of the parable of the sower and the various soils.


b.  Jesus has just told the disciples that it has been given to them to know the meaning of the mysteries of the kingdom of God.  Now He is immediately fulfilling that promise.

2.  “the seed is the word of God.”

a.  The first and most important clue to understanding the meaning of the parable is understanding what the seed represents.  The seed represents the word of God.  The phrase “the word of God” is an all encompassing description of the message from God.  The specific message from God in the parable is the message of the gospel.  Jesus’ message or word to the people was to believe in Him and they would have eternal life.


b.  The best description of the “word of God” in Scripture is given in Heb 4:12, “For the word of God [is] living and effective and sharper than any doubled-edged sword and penetrating as far as the division of the soul and the spirit, of both the joints and the marrow, and able to judge the reflections and thoughts produced by the heart.”


c.  The Word of God is a title for the Lord Jesus Christ, mentioned in Rev 19:13, “Furthermore, He is wearing a robe, having been dipped in [sprinkled with] blood.  In addition, His title has been designated as, ‘The Word of God’.”


d.  The teaching of Jesus is called the word of God in Lk 5:1, “Now it happened while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening to the word of God that He was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret;”


e.  The message of the gospel is equated with the ‘word of God’ in Acts 12:24, “But the word of God continued to grow and to be multiplied.”  Compare Acts 13:5.


f.  Paul’s teaching is called the word of God in Acts 18:11, “Then he resided [there] a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”  Compare Col 1:25.


g.  If the seed is the word of God, then the sower of the seed is God Himself or someone else with the message from God (for example, an evangelist or missionary).  God sows the message of the gospel by proclaiming the promise of eternal life to anyone who will believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, and the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  John the Baptist sowed the message of God, just as Jesus sowed the message of God.  Shortly, the disciples would also sow the message of God, when Jesus sends them on a missionary tour.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  The phrase ‘the word of God’ “seems to show that Luke has the subjective genitive here and means the word that comes from God.”


b.  “Jesus now turns back to the seed parable.  The parable’s interpretation is fairly clear in its Synoptic form.  The seed is the word of God, an association that was also made in Judaism.  It is the word from God about the kingdom.”


c.  “Initially, the Sower is Jesus Christ, but the sower represents any of God’s people who share the Word of God (Jn 4:35–38).  The seed is the Word of God, for, like seed, the Word has life and power (Heb 4:12) and can produce spiritual fruit (Gal 5:22–23).  But the seed can do nothing until it is planted (Jn 12:24).  When a person hears and understands the Word, then the seed is planted in the heart.  What happens after that depends on the nature of the soil.  The seed without the soil is fruitless, and the soil without the seed is almost useless.  The human heart is like soil: if it is prepared properly, it can receive the seed of the Word of God and produce a fruitful harvest.”


d.  “Jesus explained the parable to His disciples.  The seed is the Word of God.  The words which were being preached by the Living Word, Jesus, was the same message John the Baptist had been preaching.  The people’s responsibility was to accept the message which both Jesus and John were preaching.”


e.  “Jesus’ explanation makes it clear that we are only to emphasize relevant points of a parable (for instance, He did not ascribe an interpretation to the sun mentioned in Mt 13:6); so, clearly, we are not to press every little detail of a parable for significance, but to recognize that peripheral detail is given simply to provide color for the story.  Our interpretation should therefore be confined to those elements which are relevant to the problem Jesus was answering.”


f.  “The Parable of the Soils is one of the few that Jesus interpreted. It gives a key both to his methods of teaching and to the mental processes that lay behind them.  The word of God is the truth of God, whether written or spoken. In this parable the Lord was thinking of his own teaching as given to the crowds.”


g.  “This LOGOS is the gospel of salvation.  This sowing brings the gospel to men’s hearts.”
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