John 1:1
Luke 7:46




 is the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun ELAION, meaning “with olive oil.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My head.”  Next we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ALEIPHW, which means “to anoint.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simon did not produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You did not anoint My head with olive oil;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “she” and referring to the sinful woman.  Then we have the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun MURON, meaning “with perfume.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ALEIPHW, which means “to anoint.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the woman produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun POUS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My feet.”

“however, she anointed My feet with perfume.”
Lk 7:46 corrected translation
“You did not anoint My head with olive oil; however, she anointed My feet with perfume.”
Explanation:
1.  “You did not anoint My head with olive oil;”

a.  Jesus continues His reprimand of Simon the Pharisee in Simon’s home at the dinner party, where Jesus had been discourteously treated by pointing out the third breech of hospitality committed by Simon against Jesus.  Simon provided no olive oil for the anointing of Jesus’ head.


b.  The custom was that the honored quest was to have his head anointed with oil.  In that time and place olive oil was the most common and least expensive oil used for this ritual.  A Pharisee, who would have been big on observing the rituals of the Law and the man-made rituals of scribes and Pharisees, paid no attention to this ritual of honoring a guest of honor in his own home.


c.  This failure on the part of Simon would not have been an issue to Jesus, if it had been an accidental oversight on the part of Simon.  If Simon had forgotten to do this because he was so excited to have Jesus there, then Jesus would never have pointed out this failure publicly (but would have taken his brother aside privately and pointed out his mistake).  However, because Simon deliberately disregarded this honoring of Jesus, the Lord publicly shows Simon how wrong he is in front of his friends and family.  Jesus is not being vindictive.  The public dishonoring of Jesus calls for the public reprimand of this Pharisee with his antagonistic attitude toward Jesus.

2.  “however, she anointed My feet with perfume.”

a.  In contrast to the failure to act on the part of Simon, Jesus continues by pointing out the more than honorable treatment of Jesus by the sinful woman.  She didn’t anoint Jesus’ head with oil, but anointed His feet with perfume, which was far more costly than cheap olive oil.


b.  The woman demonstrated her admiration, respect, honor, and glorification of the person of Jesus.  Simon didn’t even come close to doing any of these things.  Simon was the polar opposite of this woman in attitude and action.  This woman, unknown to us now, will be known to everyone in the kingdom of God forever as one of the finest examples of humility and thankfulness in honoring the Lord.  Simon will forever be known, wherever he ends up, as the person who so publicly dishonored the Lord.


c.  “Normally, an expensive perfume like this was used to anoint the head, but she sealed her devotion to her Lord by anointing His feet with it. Truly, she had visibly and publicly submitted to the lordship of her Lord!”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In Mt 26:7; Lk 7:38, 46; Jn 11:2; 12:3 anointing is a mark of honor shown to a guest.”


b.  “The Pharisee withheld from our Lord the courtesy of common oil for His head, that same anointing oil which the hypocrites did not deny themselves (Mt 6:17).”


c.  “Jesus makes a third contrast between the Pharisee and the woman: the Pharisee did not anoint Jesus’ head with inexpensive olive oil that was produced in abundance in the region.   Such an act was not required of a host, but would be seen as a special courtesy.  [Mt 6:17 says it was common for the scribes and Pharisees to use this oil when fasting.]  Biblical examples of anointing guests include Ps 23:5; 141:5; Amos 6:6; Mt 6:17; and Lk 10:34.  The woman, however, used the most expensive perfume and anointed Jesus’ feet.”


d.  “The woman’s actions are not only honorable by comparison, but extravagant.”


e.  “Oil for the dry skin on one’s head would also be a thoughtful act.”
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