John 1:1
Luke 7:35



 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And yet,”
 followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be declared righteous; to be justified; to be vindicated.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic or timeless aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a universal, timeless fact.


The passive voice indicates that wisdom receives the action of being vindicated, justified.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom.”

“And yet wisdom is vindicated”
 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of agency
 from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun TEKNON with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “by all her children.”

“by all her children.’”
Lk 7:35 corrected translation
“And yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.’”
Mt 11:19c, “Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

Explanation:
1.  “And yet wisdom is vindicated”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ concludes His statement to His critics (the Pharisees, scribes, and unbelievers in the crowd) with a proverbial statement.  This comment describes the believers in the crowd in contrast to those who do not believe in Jesus.


b.  Wisdom is belief in God, His plan, His will, His instruction and obedience to all these things.  Wisdom is believing in the truth and acting on that belief.  Wisdom in this story is believing that Jesus is the Messiah.  Those who refused to believe that Jesus was the Christ were ‘fools’—the biblical term for unbelievers (“The fool has said in his heart there is no God.”)  The Pharisees, scribes/lawyers, and unbelievers in the crowd believed they were wise in their own estimation, but the truth was that they were fooling themselves.


c.  Vindication is the proof that something is true.  Wisdom is vindicated by those who have it and use it.  Those who act on wisdom vindicate wisdom.  Those who believe in Jesus vindicate or prove the fact that He is the Christ.


d.  God’s wisdom is vindicated by the actions of God.  God’s wisdom is vindicated by the veracity of God.

2.  “by all her children.’”

a.  The children of wisdom are those who have wisdom.  Wisdom comes from God.  It comes from His instruction and teaching.  Those who learn the word of God have the wisdom of God.  Once they have they must then act upon it.  The children of God act upon the wisdom of God by believing in Jesus.


b.  The word “all” includes all believers of human history.  Only those who believe in Jesus are the children of wisdom. Those who do not believe are “the children of the devil,” 1 Jn 3:10.


c.  If God is wisdom, and He is, then ‘wisdom’ can be a euphemism for the Lord Jesus Christ, which means that Jesus might be saying, “I am vindicated by all who believe in Me.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Those who responded—wisdom’s children—are contrasted with those who objected to John and Jesus.  KAI is contrastive here.  This characterization describes wisdom’s children as those who justified God by accepting His message.  They are the product of divine wisdom and activity.  They stand in a different camp than do the Pharisees and lawyers, who rejected God’s counsel.  Another way to speak of God’s counsel is to call it wisdom, in that the teaching from God’s mind is personified as wisdom.  Jesus is looking favorably to those who respond to God’s messenger.  The wording of Mt 11:19 differs from Luke’s in speaking of wisdom’s works instead of children.  Wisdom’s works in Matthew’s Gospel are referred to in Luke’s Gospel in terms of the product—the responding people.  Both passages say the same thing in different terms.  The complainers about John and Jesus do not stand in God’s wisdom, but others share in God’s knowledge.”


b.  “God’s wisdom is not frustrated by the arguments of the ‘wise and prudent.’  It is demonstrated in the changed lives of those who believe.  This is how true wisdom is ‘justified.’”


c.  “The ones who were following Jesus and John were proof enough of the correctness of their teaching.”


d.  “Verses 29 and 35 are set in chiastic relationship:
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Wisdom is justified by all her children.




Wisdom is personified, but is granted no status independent of God. It is simply a way of speaking of God and, by extension, of the purpose of God.  Wisdom’s children are those who, like John and Jesus, align themselves with God’s purpose as this is revealed in the person and work of Jesus.  As servants of God’s purpose, John and Jesus are also identified as ‘wisdom’s children’.  Pharisees and lawyers are the ‘people of this generation’—that is, as those who stubbornly reject and/or oppose God’s purpose and, so also, God’s agents of good news.”


e.  “Jesus, the divine Wisdom (or the One through whom the divine wisdom works), is shown to be ‘in the right’ by the results He obtains, i.e., His miraculous healings.”


f.  “The claims of wisdom are proved to be true by her children.  The reference will be to those who have accepted the message of wisdom’s envoys, John and Jesus, in contrast to those who rejected them.”
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