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 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the people in the crowd.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular comparative form of the adjective MEGAS, meaning “greater.”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural adjective GENNĒTOS with the genitive of identity from the feminine plural noun GUNĒ, which means literally “among the born of women,” which can be converted into proper grammatical English by the simple addition of the demonstrative pronoun ‘those’: “among those born of women.”  This is followed by the ablative of comparison from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “than John.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the situation being described produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I say to you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and comparative adjective MIKROS, meaning “the unimportant; the insignificant; the one of least importance.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “in the kingdom of God.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the comparative use of the masculine singular adjective MEGAS, meaning “greater.”  Next we have the ablative of comparison from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “than he,” referring to John the Baptist.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic/gnomic present, which regards the state of being as a universal and permanent fact.


The active voice indicates that the one of least importance in the kingdom of God produces the state of being greater than John.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“however, the one of least importance in the kingdom of God is greater than he.’”
Lk 7:28 corrected translation
“I say to you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; however, the one of least importance in the kingdom of God is greater than he.’”
Mt 11:11, “Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist!  Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
Explanation:
1.  “I say to you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John;”

a.  Jesus continues His address to the crowd regarding John the Baptist by making an emphatic, attention-getting statement: “I say to you.”  This seems rather tame in translation, but it has the force of a drill sergeant giving an order to a bunch of new recruits.  Jesus is about to say something startling and significant and He doesn’t want anyone to question Him after He says it.


b.  The phrase “among those born of women” refers to human beings from all races, colors, creeds, etc.  It excludes angels (who are not born), but includes all Jews and Gentiles.  Technically it would exclude Adam and the woman, who were not born, but created by the hand of God, but Jesus’ meaning is inclusive of all humans.

c.  Then Jesus makes the declaration: “there is no one greater than John.”  This is an astounding statement, when we consider some of the people John is greater than: Adam, Enoch, Methuselah, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Samuel, David, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Nehemiah, Ezra, Mary, and all the unbelievers of human history.  We can imagine jaws dropping throughout the crowd.  Jesus has just declared John to be the greatest man ever born (excluding Himself).


d.  However, because of the next statement Jesus is about to make, we have to ask if this refers to only unbelievers?  When Jesus says ‘those’ born of women does He mean those born as unbelievers in contrast to those born again by the Holy Spirit?  It would seem so.  Therefore, Jesus is not saying that John is greater than all believers, but is the greatest person as an unbeliever, who has ever been born.  Now, of course, John was a believer, but like all of us, He was an unbeliever before becoming a believer.  At some point as he was growing up, He came to believe that Jesus was the Christ.
2.  “however, the one of least importance in the kingdom of God is greater than he.’”

a.  In contrast to unbelievers Jesus now addresses the status of believers in the kingdom of God.  The phrase “one of the least importance” refers to a believer, because of the following qualifying phrase “in the kingdom of God.”  There are only believers in the kingdom of God.  If the phrase “kingdom of God” refers to the eternal state, then this can only refer to believers.  If the phrase refers to the spiritual kingdom of God during the Church Age, then again this can refer to only believers.  The millennial reign of Christ will begin with only believers, after the baptism of fire removes all unbelievers at the Second Advent of Christ.


b.  Therefore, this is saying that the least important believer is greater than the greatest of all unbelievers.  John the Baptist is not being excluded from the kingdom of God.  The principle is quite simple: the least believer in the kingdom of God is infinitely greater than the greatest of all unbelievers; for example the greatest man ever born.  This is an indirect hypothetical case, using John as the illustration, because he is the greatest of men, when men are looked at without regard to their spiritual status.  In reality John is a believer and will definitely be in the kingdom of God and will certainly not be the least in the kingdom of God.


c.  So what is Jesus’ point by this illustration—it is better to believe in Him and be the least in the kingdom of God than not believe in Him and be excluded from the kingdom of God.  More than anything else in life, a person needs to do whatever it takes to be in the kingdom of God.


d.  In application to the royal family of God, the least member of the bride of Christ is greater than the greatest of Old Testament believers.  The least member of the Church is in union with Christ, something no Old Testament, Tribulational, or Millennial believer ever has.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus praises John as the greatest man ever born.  John’s position is the result of his mission in announcing the new era.  He is, then, viewed as a member of the old order.  But this reference does not exclude John from the kingdom.  Lk 13:28 makes clear that all the prophets will be in the future kingdom.  John is simply viewed as belonging to another dispensation.  John is seen only as a prophet who is a forerunner here.  He will be in the kingdom.  Though no one of the old era is as great as John, everyone in the new era will be greater than he.  The point of the remark is not only to explain John’s greatness, but above all to show the greatness of the coming era of fulfillment, when all relative scales of evaluation will be completely rewritten.  Those reborn in the kingdom are greater than the greatest person born by human generation. It is more significant to be the least member in the era of fulfillment than to have been the greatest prophet!”


b.  “How is the least person in the kingdom of God greater than John?  In position, not in character or ministry.  John was the herald of the King, announcing the kingdom; believers today are children of the kingdom and the friends of the King (Jn 15:15).”


c.  “Jesus was not declaring that John was not a part of ‘the kingdom of God,’ for John had been preaching the same message of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  Jesus was saying that being a great prophet is not nearly so great as being a member of the kingdom.  Implied also is the fact that citizens of the kingdom have a distinct advantage over the prophets who were seen as great men of God in the Old Testament.  Citizens of the kingdom will be under the New Covenant and have the Law of God written on their hearts (Jer 31:31–34).  Even the least person in the kingdom will have a greater spiritual capacity than John the Baptist himself.”


d.  “The ‘least in the kingdom of God’ is the most insignificant person who enjoys the blessings of the new age of salvation that Jesus was bringing in.  John was like Moses, who viewed the Promised Land from the top of Mount Pisgah but did not enter it; he was the last of the heroes of Hebrews 11 who ‘were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.’  It is not in moral stature or devotion or service, but in privilege, that those who are least in the kingdom of God are greater than John—greater not for what they do for God (in this John was unsurpassed) but for what God does for them.”


e.  “John was the most honored prophet and man ever born, for he, alone of all human beings, had that highest of all privileges of announcing the arrival on earth of God, the Creator and Savior.  So in the most real values, not wealth but prestige and status, John was the most illustrious human ever (who ever had a more prestigious role?).  But Jesus assures us that the lowliest citizen in the eternal Kingdom of God, or the millennial Kingdom of Heaven, will be more illustrious than John, the most illustrious mortal ever to live.  This, then, is an assurance of the minimal glory which God will bestow on every believer.”


f.  “John was the greatest man who ever lived, except of course for the God/man himself, Jesus.  The qualification—‘yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he’—does not diminish the fact of John’s greatness.  The kingdom must be superior to its announcement.  The people of the kingdom must be superior to its announcer.  A position in the kingdom must be greater than that of its herald (though, of course, John was also a member of the kingdom).  So kingdom membership aside, John and his ministry were the greatest—greater than that of Abraham, Moses, or Elijah.”


g.  “By his office John belonged to the old dispensation; he was its last and highest product, but he belonged to the ear of preparation.  In spiritual privileges, in grace, and in knowledge any even of the humbler members of the Kingdom are superior to him.  He is a servant, they are sons; he is the friend of the Bridegroom, they are His spouse.”
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