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

 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what?”  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the crowd produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “A prophet?”

“But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?”
 is the affirmative particle NAI, meaning “Yes,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive or aoristic present, describing what is going on right now as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the crowd.  Then we have the adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine or neuter singular comparative use of the adjective PERISSOS, meaning “much more; even more.”
  Finally, we have the ablative of comparison from the masculine singular noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “than a prophet.”

“Yes, I say to you, indeed much more than a prophet.”
Lk 7:26 corrected translation
“But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I say to you, indeed much more than a prophet.”
Mt 11:9, “But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet.”

Explanation:
1.  “But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?”

a.  Instead of going out into the wilderness to see someone dressed in soft clothing, for the third time Jesus asks the crowd what they went out into the wilderness to see.  The third repetition of the same question indicates the importance and significance of the question.  What did the people really go out into the wilderness to see?


b.  Jesus then answers His own question with a question that is the answer to His question.  The people went out into the wilderness to see a prophet, which really means that they went out to hear a prophet.  It was the message of John as the herald of the King that drew people to him.  It wasn’t his location or physical appearance, but his prophetic message that was so important to the people.  There had not been a prophet in Israel in 400 years.  And now that there was one, what he had to say was critical to the Jewish people.

2.  “Yes, I say to you, indeed much more than a prophet.”

a.  Jesus then gives the dogmatic and emphatic ‘Yes’ answer to His third question.  The people definitely went out into the wilderness to see a prophet, because John had a prophetic message from God for the people of Israel.


b.  The Lord then adds to the affirmative declaration that the people went to see much more than just a typical prophet of Israel.  This is quite a statement when we consider the prophets of Israel included: Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Elijah, Elisha, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Ezra, Nehemiah and many others.  Jesus declares that John is more than they were.  They were prophets.  John was more than a prophet.  So if John was more than a prophet, what was he?


c.  John was the herald of the King—this is what Jesus will declare in His next statement.  Only one person in all Jewish history received the honor of being the herald of the King, and that person was John the Baptist.  He and he alone had the privilege of saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  The people of Israel came out into the wilderness to hear the herald of the King declare the King’s coming.  They came to be identified with the King and His kingdom through the baptism of John.  John alone prepared the way of the Lord for the Jews to believe in Him.  He was much more than a prophet.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “A real prophet will always get a hearing if he has a message from God.  The main thing is for the prophet to have a message from God which he is willing to tell at whatever cost to himself.  The word of God came to John in the wilderness of Judea (Lk 3:2).  That made him a prophet.  There is a prophetic element in every real preacher of the Gospel.”


b.  “What caused people to go into the wilderness was the presence of a prophet (Mt 14:5; Lk 20:6).  Jesus gives the first positive reply in the sequence of three questions.  Indeed no prophet was like John.  He is more than a prophet.  The greatness of his position is a direct result of the time in which he served.  As a preparer for the Lord, he assumed a position in God’s plan as prominent among the prophets.  He is the greatest yet born (Lk 7:28).  His greatness is also demonstrated by Scripture’s prediction of his role (Mal 3:1 in Lk 7:27).  John’s elevation above the prophets shows that he belonged to a special time.  John serves as the bridge from one era to another.  Thus, Jesus describes John as great.”


c.  “John was not only a prophet, but he was a prophet whose ministry was prophesied!  (Isa 40:3 and Mal 3:1).  The last of the Old Testament prophets, John had the great privilege as God’s messenger of introducing the Messiah to Israel.”


d.  “Jesus added that John was more than a prophet in that he, as prophesied in Malachi 3:1, was also the Messiah’s forerunner.”


e.  “John was God’s agent to prepare you.  It is in this way that Jesus shows how John is ‘more than a prophet’.”


f.  “He was ‘“more than a prophet’ because he fulfilled the prophecy of Mal 3:1 as the messenger sent to prepare the way for the Messiah.  The angel Gabriel had referred to the Malachi passage when he announced John’s birth to his father Zechariah (Lk 1:17), Zechariah referenced the text again in his song after John’s circumcision (Lk 1:76), and now Jesus cites it of him as well (verse 27).”
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