John 1:1
Luke 6:5



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He was saying.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them,” referring to some of the Pharisees.

“And He was saying to them,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of the noun, which in English is indicated by use of the article.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man produces the state of being the Lord of the Sabbath.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the genitive of identity from the neuter singular article and noun SABBATON, which means “of the Sabbath.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “The Son of Man.”

“‘The Son of Man is the Lord of the Sabbath.’”
Lk 6:5 corrected translation
“And He was saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is the Lord of the Sabbath.’”
Mk 2:27-28, “Jesus said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.  So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.’”

Explanation:
1.  “And He was saying to them,”

a.  After asking the question about what David did, asking for and eating the showbread of the tabernacle, Jesus continues to speak to the Pharisees in answer to their questioning why His disciples are gleaning from the field of grain they are walking through and ‘preparing’ the food and eating on the Sabbath.


b.  The Lord’s answers to the Pharisees are pithy and to the point.  He is not rude, condescending, nor sarcastic.  Instead He answers directly and with facts to prove His point.  He does not debate with them, for His single answer, illustration, or principle is so patently correct that they have nothing to say in reply.

2.  “‘The Son of Man is the Lord of the Sabbath.’”

a.  This statement is best understood, when we remember that the title “the Son of Man” is the equivalent of saying “I.”  In effect, Jesus is saying “I am the Lord of the Sabbath.”  This, of course, would enrage the Pharisees, because Jesus was directly saying that He was God.


b.  The “Lord of the Sabbath” is the person of the Trinity that met with Moses on Mount Sinai and gave him the ten commandments, which included the fourth commandment, which demanded that the Jews treat the last day of the week as holy and as a day of remembrance of what God did in the restoration of the earth for man’s habitation.


c.  Jesus is saying directly that He is the person of the Trinity that created the universe, restored the earth, created all the plant and animal life, created man, and then rested on the seventh day.  Therefore, since He created the Sabbath, He is the Lord over the Sabbath.  The Sabbath is His; it belongs to Him; it was instituted for Him and because of Him.  Therefore, He has the right to do whatever He wants on the Sabbath.  And He did by keeping the Sabbath holy.


d.  The Sabbath is of the Lord Jesus, by the Lord Jesus, and for the Lord Jesus.  Therefore, whatever He permits His disciples to do on this day is entirely up to Him and the Pharisees’ man-made rules regarding the Sabbath do not apply to Him or His disciples.  For this reason, the Pharisees wanted Jesus dead.  They surely considered this statement to be blasphemy, since Jesus made another declaration that He was God.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus’ closing remark centers on κύριος ‘Lord’, which comes at the start of the citation.  The passage has its fullest development in Mk 2:27, which speaks about the Sabbath’s being for people and not people for the Sabbath.  The point of Mark’s text, which Luke does not have, is that the Sabbath is not to be a master over God’s people, but is a service to them.  It was created for them and was not created as a burden against them.  Mark’s point in the next verse is a form of heightened argument.  If the Sabbath is created to serve people, then certainly the representative man [This commentator misses the equivalency of the title ‘Son of Man’ with the meaning ‘I’], Jesus, has authority over it.  Luke does not have Mark’s remark about the Sabbath and God’s people.  Rather, Luke has a more exclusive christological focus.  The deeper issue about Jesus is emphasized [and the deeper issue is that Jesus is God!].  The Son of Man’s authority refers to Jesus.  Even in Mark, however, this has to be the ultimate point.  In chasing the background of the Son of Man, commentators have ignored the contextual clues.  The key to the argument is the previous Davidic illustration, since the king is a representative figure.  Jesus’ claim to be Son of Man gives the term a representative sense through the contextual linkage.  Son of Man need not be explicitly messianic to make the point; it needs only to be representative, which is how the reference to David functions in the analogy.  [This is true, but Jesus’ point is that He has authority over the Sabbath, and only God has authority over the Sabbath.  That is the critical point and critical interpretation.]  There are, however, implications in the usage that suggest the nature of the authority referred to in this concluding remark.  Jesus, as this representative, has authority as Son of Man to evaluate and interpret tradition and law.  This is why authority is stressed by the placement of KURIOS in the emphatic position.  Again, great claims for Jesus are alluded to here.  Jesus uses the title Son of Man in this context and refers to himself as this man for a second time in the Gospel.  Jesus heightens the stakes with the appeal to David, for he suggests by the comparison that the present times are like the times of David.  Jesus is an authoritative representative of the new way.  Jesus argues that He is the authoritative representative of the new way and that He has authority over the understanding and administration of the Sabbath.”


b.  “Not only was He God’s Anointed, but He was also the Lord of the Sabbath!  When Jesus made that statement, He was claiming to be Jehovah God, because it was the Lord who established the Sabbath.  If Jesus Christ is indeed Lord of the Sabbath, then He is free to do on it and with it whatever He pleases.  The Pharisees did not miss His meaning, you can be sure.”


c.  “The ultimate conclusion was that Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath, that is, He has authority even over matters of the Law.”


d.  “Having been building the case for His interpretive authority, Jesus goes on explicitly to claim lordship over the Sabbath.  Thus, He concludes by implication, the disciples have not violated the Sabbath, as they had been accused; rather, the Son of Man, who has authority over the Sabbath, has permitted them to pluck and eat on the Sabbath.  This…designates Jesus as God’s authorized agent to determine what was appropriate on the Sabbath.”


e.  “The second lesson was a stupendous theological declaration.  Verse 5 was a staggering claim because the Sabbath was a divine institution thundered down from Mount Sinai by God himself.  Jesus’ words asserted that He was greater than the Sabbath, for lordship declares supremacy.  As such, Jesus Christ is greater than David.  If David could override the Law without blame, how much more could the greater Son of David—Messiah himself—do so?”


f.  “In addition to the authority to forgive sins, Jesus claimed sovereignty over the Sabbath law.”
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