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 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the hypothetical person involved produced the action.


The participle is a substantival participle.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to do: has done.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist (see above).  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the hearer has produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular from the adjective HOMOIOS, meaning “likewise; in a similar manner.”

“However the one who has heard and has not done likewise”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the present state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the one who hears and has done nothing produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of comparison from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “like a man.”  This is followed by the dative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to build.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the man produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun OIKIA, meaning “a house.”  Next we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the ground.”  This is followed by the preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular noun THEMELION, meaning “without a foundation.”

“is like a man building a house on the ground without a foundation;”
 is the dative (by attraction to the antecedent) feminine singular from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which (house).”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROSRĒSSW, which means “to burst against.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the river produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun POTAMOS, meaning “the river.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the temporal adverb EUTHUS, meaning “immediately.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SUNPIPTW, which means “to collapse.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the house produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“against which the river burst, and immediately it collapsed,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be: was; became.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the ruin of that house) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun HRĒGMA, which means “the ruin.”
  Then we have the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “of that house.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective MEGAS, meaning “great.”

“and the ruin of that house was great.’”
Lk 6:49 corrected translation
“However the one who has heard and has not done likewise is like a man building a house on the ground without a foundation; against which the river burst, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.’”
Mt 7:26-27, “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”

Explanation:
1.  “However the one who has heard and has not done likewise”

a.  Jesus concludes His sermon with His second illustration—the illustration of the unbeliever, that is, the man who comes to hear Jesus and listens, but does not believe in Him, because the man does not do what God the Father asks of him—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.


b.  Notice that this unbeliever has heard.  Every member of the human race has had the opportunity to hear the gospel.  God would be unfair if He did not make the message available to all men.  What about the ‘lost’ tribes of natives in the Amazon jungle that no one has ever seen or heard from?  Can God not reveal Himself to them in any manner He desires, such as dreams, visions, or personal appearances?  Yes, He most certainly can.  He is not willing that any should perish; therefore, He will go to whatever length is necessary to bring the message of salvation to all men.


c.  Having not done likewise refers to not digging down deep to bedrock in order to build on a solid foundation.

2.  “is like a man building a house on the ground without a foundation;”

a.  The man who has rejected the gospel is like a man building his life on no foundation.  He is building a house of cards on a base of shifting sand.  He does not dig down, or dig deep, and does not build on any rock or near any bedrock.


b.  This man builds his life on his own merits, ability, standards, values, and desires.  He has no relationship with God or what God wants.  He isn’t interested in what God wants, only in what he himself wants or what he thinks is best for him.


c.  This man has no security either in time or eternity.  His foundation is himself, which is no foundation at all.


d.  This man builds his house on the surface of the ground, which is analogous to living a superficial life without thought for a relationship with God. 

3.  “against which the river burst, and immediately it collapsed,”

a.  The torrent river represents the same thing in this illustration as in the previous illustration.  It is a flash flood wall of water that crashes into the house like a natural disaster (flood, earthquake, hurricane, tornado, etc.) or personal disaster like the loss of a loved one.


b.  Immediately with that personal/natural disaster comes the collapse of the man’s house, which represents the collapse of his life.  The greatest personal disaster is the sudden, unexpected death of a person.  Imagine that this man is in his mid-thirties and in perfect health, when suddenly his life is taken by a drunk driver or a drive by shooting.  The man had no time to stop, fix, or correct the events happening in his life.  The disaster came suddenly without warning and his life was over in an instant.  He was totally unprepared for what he now faces.

4.  “and the ruin of that house was great.’”

a.  The house again represents the man’s life.  The ruin of his life is analogous to his unexpected death.


b.  The ruin is great because this unbeliever now faces the eternal judgment of God, Whom he has rejected all his life.  The ruin is great because the unbeliever faces the last judgment and an eternal lake of fire.  There is no greater ruin than that.


c.  This illustration can in no way refer to the believer; for the believer is saved from the eternal lake of fire in spite of his failures to produce anything worthwhile for the Lord after salvation as explained by Paul in 1 Cor 3:12-15, “If anyone [= any believer] builds upon the foundation [faith in Christ] gold, silver, valuable gems [divine good], various kinds of woods, grass, straw [worthless production], the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day [of judgment] reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire, that is, the fire [this is not a reference to the lake of fire, but the judgment seat of Christ] will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives [the gold, silver, valuable stones], which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person [believer] is completely burned up, he will suffer loss [loss of reward], but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”


d.  Only the unbeliever faces the great ruin of his life by not believing in Jesus.  In this sermon Jesus is evangelizing those listening, while teaching His disciples.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In the parables of the wise and foolish builders (Mt 7:24–27) and the wise and foolish virgins (Mt 25:1–13) the concepts ‘wise’ and ‘foolish’ are contrasted from the standpoint of sound common sense.  The first parable is also found in Lk 6:47–49, but without the evaluation.  Both parables are taken from life, and are thus readily understandable.  The action of the righteous corresponds finally to the demands of prudence, and that of the ungodly is ultimately shown to be foolish.  Both parables presuppose that we cannot at once distinguish between what is wise and what is foolish; we have to learn this by testing.  Hence both parables are orientated to the last judgment.”


b.  “In contrast to the obedient person stands the person who only hears Jesus’ teaching.  Many such people might have been in Jesus’ audience.  The verse parallels Luke’s account of the obedient person in 6:48, except in contrast.  Rather than building a foundation in the rock, this person simply builds on top of the dirt.  Rather than standing when the river’s flood comes, this house collapses immediately. Luke mentions the instantaneous character of the collapse, and emphasizes graphically the house’s fall.  The verse ends with the tragic sound of a huge thud, as the house falls in a great heap.  The picture is of a person with no spiritual roots, because Jesus’ teaching is ignored.  The parable is primarily a warning, since it ends with the negative example and thus accents it as the climax.  Luke’s readers would see in the parable a warning to not take Jesus’ teaching lightly, since the consequences of such a choice are potentially devastating. The image is closely parallel to Mt 7:26–27. But there are differences, many of which are parallel to issues discussed in the exegesis of Luke 6:48:

 
1. 
Matthew specifically notes that the person does not obey Jesus’ words (αὐτούς, autous).

 
2. 
Matthew identifies this person as foolish.

 
3. 
Matthew speaks of a house built on sand and does not make reference to a foundation.

 
4. 
Matthew details the storm as including wind, rain, and torrents.

Evidence suggests that two versions of this parable may have existed and that distinct versions were used by Matthew and Luke.  Nonetheless, the parable’s point is the same for each: if one only listens to Jesus and does not practice what He teaches, one is spiritually vulnerable and runs the risk of suffering collapse in the midst of trial (Luke) or judgment (Matthew).”


c.  “The purpose of this appeal is…to exhort His disciples to pin all their faith in His teachings and to predicate their whole lives on His teaching and promises.”


d.  “As Jesus made so clear when ‘they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”  Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one He has sent”’.” (Jn 6:28-29).


e.  “The parable has an ancestor in Ezek 13:10-16.”


f.  “Some of these earth and sand sites are extremely attractive and popular: merely hearing the Word by church attendance; regarding the righteousness that God requires as being only civil righteousness, a moral life according to the world’s approval; omitting true contrition and relying on historical faith; modernistic faith which emasculates the gospel; etc.  These earth building sites are sometimes quite near the rock, and the houses built on them seem to be pretentious.  Some of the preliminary floods of adversity and the moderate winds of trouble may be safely endured, which enhances the false feeling of security; of course, already these slighter tempests sometimes cause a sad wreck among the houses on the earth.  That is a good thing if it serves to expose the folly of the undertaking and drives men to seek the Rock.  But the supreme test is the final flood of death.  No more needs to be said, that breaking of the river on the house is enough.  It did not stand for even a short time.  The earth washed out swiftly, and down came the house.  Jesus feels the tragedy and wants us to feel it likewise when he adds: ‘and the ruin of that house was great.’  With this statement Jesus closed His great sermon.  Did a hush fall over the hundreds that had been hanging on His lips?  Did they look to Him to add something more, to close, perhaps, as He had begun, with the word ‘blessed’?  As the silence deepened, and all understood that the last word had been spoken, that mighty final warning must have been intensified.”
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