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 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HOMOIOS, meaning “like, similar” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person who comes, hears, and does the words of Jesus produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “to a man.”  With HOMOIOS, this means “similar to a man,” which we reduce in English idiom to the phrase “like a man.”  Next we have the dative masculine singular present active participle from the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to build: building.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is hypothetically now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the man is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun OIKIA, which means “a house.”

“he is like a man building a house,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SKAPTW, which means “to dig: dug.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BATHUNW, which means “to go down deep.”
  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  This is followed by another additive KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place, lay: laid.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun THEMELION, meaning “a foundation.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun PETRA, meaning “on rock.”  (Our English idiom is simply ‘on rock’ rather than ‘on a rock’ or ‘on the rock’.)

“who dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on rock;”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “then” with the genitive feminine singular from the noun PLĒMMURA, meaning “a flood” with the genitive feminine singular aorist deponent middle participle of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to occur, happen, take place.”  This is the genitive absolute construction.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (a flood) producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “when a flood occurred.”

This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROSRĒSSW, which means “to dash against; to break in force against, to burst against with the dative of the thing Lk 6:48-49.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the river produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun POTAMOS, meaning “the river.”  This is followed by the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that house.”

“then when a flood occurred, the river burst against that house”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ISCHUW, which means “to be strong enough; to be able.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the river produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb SALEUW, which means “to shake.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the river could not produce the action.


The infinitive is a causal infinitive.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to the house (feminine).  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular articular present passive infinitive of the verb OIKODOMEW with adverb KALWS and the accusative subject of the infinitive from the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because it had been built well.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, emphasizing the past completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The passive voice indicates that the house had received the action.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction.

“and it was not strong enough to shake it, because it had been well built.”
Lk 6:48 corrected translation
“he is like a man building a house, who dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on rock; then when a flood occurred, the river burst against that house and it was not strong enough to shake it, because it had been well built.”
Mt 7:24-25, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.”

Explanation:
1.  “he is like a man building a house,”

a.  Jesus now begins His parable/illustration.  The subject “he” refers to the person who comes to Jesus, hears His message, and does what God asks—the person hears the message of the gospel and believes that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the world, the Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, etc.  The believer is compared to a man building a house.


b.  The house represents the spiritual life of the person who believes in Jesus.  A similar building metaphor is used by Paul in 1 Cor 3:9, “For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s cultivated field, God’s building.”  The subject “you” in Paul’s statement are the believers in the Corinthian church.  The same metaphor is used by our Lord and Paul to illustrate that the believer is a spiritual house being constructed by God.


c.  God is also the subject of a building metaphor in Heb 3:4, “You see, every house is built by the agency of someone, but the One building all things [is] God.”  1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

2.  “who dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on rock;”

a.  The person who comes to Christ digs down deep in their soul in order to lay the foundation for their spiritual life.  Digging down deep represents the unbeliever’s recognition of his own total depravity and sinfulness that is in need of a savior.  Seeing the depth of his problem, he lays the foundation of faith in Christ upon which the house cannot be moved.


b.  The foundation of the house is the Lord Jesus Christ as mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor 3:10-11, “On the basis of the grace of God, which was given to me for my benefit, as a wise master builder I laid the foundation, and another is building.  But let each [believer] see to it that he builds upon [the foundation].  For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, which is Jesus Christ.”


c.  The word “rock” is also used as a metaphor for Christ in:



(1)  Rom 9:33, “Just as it stands written, ‘Behold I lay in Zion a Stone of stumbling, even a Rock which causes offense, nevertheless, he who believes on Him will not be disappointed.’”  Compare 1 Pet 2:8 which quotes the same passage.



(2)  1 Cor 10:4, “and all drank the same spiritual drink; for they kept on drinking from the spiritual rock which followed; now the rock was Christ.”


d.  The foundation of the spiritual life is laid upon the Rock, Christ Jesus, who is also the cornerstone of the spiritual building of the Church.

3.  “then when a flood occurred, the river burst against that house”

a.  The flood refers to the disasters that occur in life both natural disasters (floods, hurricanes, tornados, earthquakes, etc.) and personal disasters (the death of a loved one, disease, permanent injury, etc.)


b.  The river represents the normal flow of life, where everything seems to being going along normally.  Then one day the river becomes a wall of water that slams hard against the house and attempts to destroy it.  In a similar way the trials and tribulations of life slam against our soul and attempt to destroy our faith in Christ, our trust in God, and our hope for the future with God.  These trials and tribulations come in two forms:



(1)  1 Cor 10:13, “Testing has not seized you except the human kind.  Moreover God [is] faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able, but will also provide a way out with the testing, so that you will be able to endure.”



(2)  Eph 6:11-13, 16, “Put on the full armor from God in order that you may be able to hold your ground against the strategies produced by the devil, because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.  Therefore, take up the full armor from God, in order that you may be able to stand your ground during the evil day, and after having done everything, to hold your ground.”  “…along with everything else, after having taken up the shield of faith, by means of which shield you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one;”

4.  “and it was not strong enough to shake it, because it had been well built.”

a.  The flood from the river was not strong enough to destroy the spiritual house, because the spiritual house had been well built.  The spiritual house is built on the foundation of faith in Christ.  The house is then built up by the teaching of the word of God.  The Holy Spirit construction an edification in our soul composed of God’s problem solving devices: the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, the influence of the Holy Spirit, the faith-rest drill (claiming the promises of God), grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, personal love for God, unconditional love for others, a personal sense of destiny, and sharing the happiness of God.


b.  The edification of the believer is the building up of the believer’s soul with the word of God.  Many passages refer to this lifelong process.



(1)  2 Cor 10:8, “For even if I should rub it in about our authority, which God gave for your edification and not for destroying you, I shall not feel ashamed.”



(2)  2 Cor 13:10, “For this reason, I am writing these things while absent, in order that when I am present, I may not use severity in compatibility with the authority which God has given to me for the purpose of your edification, and not for the purpose of destroying you.”



(3)  Eph 4:12, “for the purpose of equipping the saints, for the production of Christian service, for the edification of the body of Christ.”



(4)  Eph 4:16, “Because of Whom [the Lord Jesus Christ] the entire body, being joined together [through the baptism of the Spirit] and being inculcated by every joint of supply [pastor-teachers] on the basis of the operational power [God the Holy Spirit], in measure one [pastor-teacher] for each part [of the royal family of God]; he himself [pastor-teacher] causes growth in the body, resulting in its edification by means of virtue-love.”



(5)  Rom 14:19, “Consequently, we run after [pursue] those things related to prosperity and edification.”



(6)  Rom 12:2-5, “Stop being conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renovation of your thought [divine viewpoint of life] that you may prove what the will of God is; namely, the good of intrinsic value achievement [advance to spiritual maturity], the well-pleasing to God [fulfillment of the plan of God], the mature status quo.  For I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you:  stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.  For just as we have many members in one body and all members do not have the same function, so we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another.”



(7)  1 Cor 14:26, “When you assemble, let all things be done for edification.”



(8)  Rom 15:2, “Let each of us accommodate his neighbor for the good resulting in edification.”



(9)  1 Cor 10:23, “All things are lawful, but all things do not edify.”



(10)  Acts 9:31, “All the church were having prosperity, having been edified, and advancing in occupation with Christ.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus gives a simple contrastive parable.  Matthew and Luke each has unique details.  Luke mentions the foundation that is laid for the secure house in a threefold description that Matthew lacks: the builder digs, digs deeper, and lays a foundation on rock.  Mt 7:24 says only that the builder built a house.  Luke’s picture is more detailed: the builder is digging through topsoil and laying a solid foundation in the rock.  Most see Luke’s adapting the parable by describing how a house would be built by his Greek audience, rather than how one is built in Palestine.  Matthew simply summarizes more briefly and speaks of the house on the rock.  Nevertheless, for both writers, the house is solidly anchored in the rock and is prepared to face any storm.  Mt 7:25 describes the bad weather as a typical Palestinian autumn storm in which fierce rains fall on the mountains and the resulting torrents create rivers that crash against the house, along with the winds.  Such a flood is described by Josephus, and Luke uses a distinct summarizing term, ‘flood’, to describe it.  Luke describes only the overflow water, comparing it to a river that comes against the house.  When the waters came they could not shake the house.  They were not strong enough to overcome a house with a solid foundation.  The picture of the verse is clear. Anyone who listens to Jesus’ words is in a solid position to resist life’s trials.  Such foundation imagery is common in the NT in a variety of applications (Mt 16:18; Lk 17:26–31; 1 Cor 3:10–11; Eph 2:20; also Isa 28:16; 1 Tim 6:19; 2 Tim 2:19; Heb 6:1; Rev 21:14–19). Mt 7:24 says that such a person is wise, a comment that Luke does not have but is clearly implied in his form of the parable.  The picture refers to one’s life in general. To listen to Jesus’ teaching is to provide a basis to stabilize all of life.”


b.  “The storm here is not the last judgment but the tests of life that come to every professing Christian.”


c.  “In Lk 6:48f the house built with or without foundations is symbolic of a faithful or unfaithful life style; cf. Lk 14:29 where the foundations are laid for a tower that is itself a figure for the life of commitment to Christ.”


d.  “It is foolish to hear the sayings of Jesus without obeying them as to build a house without taking care how it is built.  The person who obeys Jesus will safely survive the crisis of divine judgment.”


e.  “Note that the rock receives all the credit for saving the house.  The house represents the man’s life.  He built and founded his life on the words of Jesus, and these words are ‘the rock’.  The flood and river refer to the supreme ordeal of death and not merely to the indecisive trials that occur in this life.  Death alone is all-decisive.”
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