John 1:1
Luke 6:40



 is the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the static state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the student, disciple produces the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “a student, a disciple.”  This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun (“his”) and noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “over/above his teacher.”

“A student is not above his teacher.”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular perfect passive participle of the verb KATARTIZW, which means “to be fully trained.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the student receives the action of being fully trained.


The participle is temporal.  “The perfect participle is almost always antecedent with reference to the main verb.”
  This should be translated “after having been fully trained.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the adjective PAS, meaning “everyone.”  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (everyone) producing the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “like,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun DIDASKALOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his teacher.”

“However, after having been fully trained, everyone will be like his teacher.”
Lk 6:40 corrected translation
“A student is not above his teacher.  However, after having been fully trained, everyone will be like his teacher.”
Mt 10:24-25a, “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master.  It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master.”

Jn 13:16, “Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.”
Explanation:
1.  “A student is not above his teacher;”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching with another proverbial statement.  A student or disciple is not above his teacher.  This refers to the period of time during which the student or disciple is a student.  After graduation and a lifelong study of the word of God, the former student may indeed be above or greater than his former teacher (but not in the case of Jesus being the teacher).  There are lots of examples of students surpassing their teachers: Plato over Socrates, Aristotle over Plato, Thomas Edison over his teachers, Albert Einstein over his math teacher and many other examples.  Another way of looking at this is that a student can only go as far as a teacher can take him.  But again this refers to the period of time when a student in under the teaching of that teacher.


b.  The corollary to this proverb is that a student is under the authority of his teacher as long as he is a student.


c.  Some commentators suggest that there was a problem with some of the disciples of Jesus thinking they were better than Him, and so He said this to put them in their place.  There is no hint of this in the context, and it is an absurd speculation.


d.  So if Jesus wasn’t putting a few arrogant disciples in their proper place, then what was the purpose of saying this?  The purpose is revealed in the next statement made by Jesus.

2.  “However, after having been fully trained, everyone will be like his teacher.”

a.  In contrast to students not being superior to their students, while their students are in the process of learning, after the student has been fully trained, then all of them will be like their teacher.  This does not mean that the students will become deity as Jesus is deity.  It means that once they have learned and practiced what God expects of them, they will mirror the character of their teacher.  They will act like their teacher, speak like their teacher, treat others like their teacher, etc.  Jesus wants His disciples to continue to follow Him and become like Him rather than be distracted by the false teaching of the scribes and Pharisees.  So the warning is clearly directed toward Jesus’ disciples, but it is also an indirect warning to the Pharisees and scribes lurking in the background.


b.  All students are different but notice that every student has the opportunity to become like his teacher.  Equal opportunity is given to every student of the word of God to succeed in the spiritual life.


c.  The qualifying clause (‘after having been fully trained’) is key here.  Too often students think they are fully trained, when in fact their training isn’t completed.  As students of the word of God, our training lasts a lifetime.  I am trained every day by the Holy Spirit as I study the word of God, as I’m sure every other pastor and believer is (those who study the word of God and are willing to be taught).


d.  That we are to be like our teacher and/or Teacher is the subject of other Scriptures:



(1)  1 Cor 4:16, “Therefore I keep on encouraging all of you, become imitators of me.”



(2)  1 Cor 11:1, “Become imitators of me just as I also [am an imitator] of Christ.”



(3)  Eph 5:1, “Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children”


(4)  Phil 3:17, “Brethren, be co-imitators of me, and be looking for those who continue walking as follows: just as you have us as a pattern.”



(5)  1 Thes 1:6, “Actually you have become imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction with the happiness of the Holy Spirit,”



(6)  1 Thes 2:14, “For you have become imitators, brethren, of the churches of God which are in Judea, because even you suffered the very same things by your own fellow countrymen just as also those same ones from the Jews;”



(7)  Heb 6:12, “in order that you do not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”



(8)  Jn 12:26, “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there also My servant will be; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”  We can add to this list all the “Follow Me” passages.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “To solidify the warning, Jesus turns to the importance of choosing an instructor, given that the pupil is like the teacher. In our day, the expression ‘like parent, like child’ portrays what one encounters in this passage.  In a context where the potential of following a blind teacher is raised, a point of the passage is to be careful whom you follow.  The picture is laid out in two steps.  First, Jesus makes the general point that a pupil is not greater than the teacher.  In the ancient world, the teacher-pupil relationship was a personal one, since one learned by oral instruction rather than by books, which were not readily available.  One virtually lived alongside the teacher.  One chose not simply to get information or to challenge the teaching, but to follow a teacher by adopting the teaching.  Thus the disciple becomes like the teacher, because of the nature of the teacher-pupil relationship.  The error of spiritual blindness is often that it thinks it sees.  Blind people may think they know where they are going but do not, while those who judge the specks in others are too busy examining others to see their own faults correctly.  In both cases the danger is a lack of self-examination and a sense of overconfidence.  The solution is to not go beyond the teacher.  This sense needs one qualification: even though the Pharisees linger in the background of Jesus’ saying, in Luke’s day the application would be to anyone who shared their error of arrogance.  Luke’s point is this: do not err, pick the right teacher (i.e., Jesus or one who truly follows Him).  The warning is proverbial and fits the setting of Jesus’ ministry, though its application is timeless.  Lk 22:27 and Jn 13:16 argue that one should not set oneself above the teacher, but be a servant.  Mt 10:24 and Jn 15:20 argue that the servant should not expect to be treated differently than the master.  All the examples share an assumption that Jesus’ disciples are called to be like Him.”


b.  “Lk 6:40 reminds us that we cannot…be all that our Master is.  In fact, the more we strive to be like Him, the more we realize how far short we fall.  This is a warning against pride, for nothing blinds a person like pride.”


c.  “In ancient Judaism, the purpose of a disciple’s training was to make him a competent teacher, or rabbi, in his own right.  By definition, a disciple did not have more knowledge about the law than his teacher.”


d.  “Verses 39–45 can only be properly interpreted by recognizing that verse 40 requires that they were addressed to ‘disciples’ and not Pharisees.  Jesus, then, was reprimanding some disciples who were attempting to divert others from His teachings.  [This might be reading way too much into the passage.  It completes rejects the fact that the warning may be against listening to the false teaching of the scribes and Pharisees.]   Hypocrites within the band of disciples [or  more likely within the band of the Pharisees] were the point of Jesus’ remarks.”


e.  “In Jesus’ time one’s teacher was everything because there were no libraries [what about the great library of Alexandria?] or other resources for the student.  For one to claim to be above his teacher would have been the height of arrogance.  To say a disciple is ‘like his teacher’ was Jesus’ way of saying that the lives of His disciples had to model spirituality.  What we are in our lives, our disciples will become.  There are few things more important for the teacher than the authenticity of his life.  His subtle faults often become great flaws in his disciples.  But it also true that his virtues will sometimes blossom in his followers beyond his grandest dreams.  Next to God’s Word, few things influence others more than the authenticity of someone else’s life.”


f.  “It is not the amount of knowledge that is involved in being a ‘disciple’, but the character and the spirit that make him what he is.  The great danger is to try to be above the teacher and not to be as the teacher.”
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