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

 is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to Be.”


The present tense is an iterative and durative present, which describes an action that is expected to occur periodically at the time.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (those listening or reading this) producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective OIKTIRMWN, which means “to be concerned about another’s unfortunate state or misery, merciful, compassionate Jam 5:11; Lk 6:36.”

“Be merciful,”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “as; just as.”  The word [KAI = ‘also’] is not in the best and oldest manuscripts.  It is a 5th century scribal addition.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your Father,” referring to God the Father.  Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective OIKTIRMWN, which means “merciful, compassionate Jam 5:11.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic and static present, which describes a permanent state of being.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“just as your Father is merciful.”
Lk 6:36 corrected translation
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”
Mt 5:48, “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Explanation:
1.  “Be merciful,”

a.  Jesus continues His sermon on the plain with another injunction directed at His disciples, that is, at those who believe in Him and follow His teaching.  The command or injunction is to be merciful.  This applies primarily to one’s enemies, since people are usually merciful to their friends and loved ones.


b.  Being merciful is another application of the overarching principle of unconditional love toward others.  Mercy is the quality of being kind, thoughtful, considerate, and forgiving, when someone has wronged you, are found guilty (by you or a court), and doesn’t deserve anything but justice.  However, instead of exercising justice against them, you pardon, forgive, and allow them to go free.  Mercy is unmerited favor toward someone.  They are undeserving of the clemency that is provided.  The person is as guilty as Satan, but pays no penalty for his/her crime.  The great example of this in Scripture is Pilate’s release of Barabbas, who was found guilty of murder and sedition and should have been crucified.

2.  “just as your Father is merciful.”

a.  The reason why are to be merciful is given in the comparison with God the Father.  God the Father is merciful.  It is a characteristic of His unconditional love.  It is a function of His righteousness and love working toward those who do not deserve His mercy.  No one ever deserves mercy from God.  God is merciful because of who and what He is, not because of any merit on our part.


b.  Note that God is called “your Father,” which is an indirect reference to believers being sons of the Most High God.  God is not the father of unbelievers.  Satan is the father of unbelievers (Jn 8:44).


c.  We are to act like our Father.  We are to do what our heavenly Father does.  We are to be merciful toward those who wrong us, just as He is merciful toward us.  God the Father was merciful toward us by giving us human life.  He was merciful toward us by sending His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  He was merciful by sending someone to evangelize us.  He was merciful by making the gospel message a reality to us.  He was merciful for making our spiritually dead faith in Christ effective for salvation, that is, making worthwhile so He could impute His very own righteousness to us.  He was merciful in giving us eternal life, eternal security, forgiveness of sins, and the many other things we received at salvation (like the filling the Spirit, the indwelling of the Trinity, being in union with Christ, etc.).


d.  God didn’t have to save any of us, but He did, because He is merciful and forgiving to those who sin against Him.  The Scripture is full of statements regarding the mercy of God;



(1)  Isa 63:9, “In His love and in His mercy He redeemed them,”



(2)  Mt 9:13a, “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy , and not sacrifice,’”



(3)  Mk 5:19, “And He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go to your house to your own people and report to them all that the Lord has done for you, and had mercy on you.’”



(4)  Lk 1:50, “And His mercy [is] for generations and generations to those who respect Him.”



(5)  Lk 1:76-78a, “Now you also, infant, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give the knowledge of salvation to His people by the forgiveness of their sins, because of the compassions of the mercy of our God,…”



(6)  Rom 9:15, “For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’”



(7)  Rom 9:23, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory,”



(8)  Rom 11:30-32, “Therefore just as at one time you had been disobedient to God, but now you have received mercy because of their disobedient unbelief, so also now these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy.  For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience, in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”



(9)  Rom 15:9, “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy,…”



(10)  Eph 2:4, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love, with which He loved us,”



(11)  1 Tim 1:13, “though formerly being blasphemous and a persecutor and a violent, insolent person.  However, I was shown mercy, because being ignorant I acted in unbelief.”  1 Tim 1:16, “Nevertheless, for this reason, I received mercy, in order that in me, the foremost sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His whole patience as a prototype to those who are destined to believe in Him for eternal life.”



(12)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit,”



(13)  Heb 4:16, “Therefore let us go with confidence to the throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace resulting in well-timed help.”



(14)  Jam 2:13, “Certainly merciless judgment [will be shown] to the one not having shown mercy; mercy exalts in triumph over judgment.”



(15)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is in the first place pure, then promotes harmony, is agreeable and reasonable to what is right, is willing to listen, filled with mercy and good results, impartial, genuine [without hypocrisy].”



(16)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”



(17)  1 Pet 2:10, “[You] who formerly [were] no people but now [are] the people of God, those who were not shown mercy but now have obtained mercy.”



(18)  2 Jn 1:3, “Grace, mercy, harmony will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father by means of truth and unconditional love.”



(19)  Jude 2, “May mercy and prosperity and unconditional love be multiplied to you.”



(20)  Jude 21-23b, “guard yourselves by means of virtue-love for God, wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with reference to eternal life.  And, have mercy on some who are disputing, deliver others, snatching [them] from fire, have mercy on others,…”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The exhortation to love graciously suggests another trait that is reflective of God’s character: mercy. This attribute prevents one from being overly harsh in judgment and prevents one from being quick to pounce on the evildoer.  The OT frequently describes God’s kind compassion with the term ‘merciful’.  The point is the same as in Lk 6:35: the disciples are to imitate their heavenly Father.  God’s character is the guide for our character.  Luke alone of the evangelists uses OIKTIRMWN [=merciful], but it appears only here.  Interestingly, Jam 5:11 uses the term, and it is generally recognized that James has many parallels to the sermon material.”


b.  “Mercy will lead to mercy.  The disciples were exhorted to have the same merciful attitude God displayed toward them.”


c.  “Just as God is merciful—that is, just as God is active graciously and creatively to bring redemption—so should His children be merciful.  Hence, the critical value is not reciprocity but behavior rooted in the imitation of God.”


d.  “God’s mercy is the foundation of mankind’s salvation. It is God’s unmerited response to human need.  Trench’s famous distinction between grace (cháris) and mercy (éleos) applies: ‘… the cháris of God, His free grace and gift, displayed in the forgiveness of sins, is extended to men, as they are guilty, His éleos, as they are miserable’ (Trench, p. 170).  Jesus was consistently confronted with and responded to appeals for help from those in misery.  Because God has been merciful, He expects His people to be merciful.  The merciful shall receive mercy as their reward (Mt 5:7).  This is not a matter of quid pro quo.  That which renders one incapable of being merciful to others also renders one incapable of receiving mercy.  In the parable of the unmerciful servant (Mt. 18:23–25), the king compassionately forgave the enormous debt; but the servant dealt harshly with his fellow servant who owed him only a token amount.  The ruthless servant was punished because mercy requires mercy (Mt 18:33).  James states the corollary: ‘judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy’ (Jam 2:13).  The requirement to show mercy is clearly expressed in Luke’s Gospel.”


e.  “Judgment, when it is inevitable, must be charitable, directed by a desire to acquit rather than to condemn.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 700). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Bock, D. L. (1994). Luke: 1:1–9:50 (Vol. 1, pp. 604–605). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Martin, J. A. (1985). Luke. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 221). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Green, J. B. (1997). The Gospel of Luke (p. 275). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� Garland, D. E. (1979–1988). Mercy; Merciful. In G. W. Bromiley (Ed.), The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised (Vol. 3, p. 323). Wm. B. Eerdmans.


� Plummer, p. 189.





2
4

