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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the nominative subject from the masculine/neuter singular noun THAMBOS, meaning “amazement; astonishment.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PERIECHW, which means “to seize.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that amazement produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to Peter.

“For amazement had seized him”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “all those.”  Then we have the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with him” and referring to Peter.”

“and all those with him”
 is the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun HAGRA with the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun ICHTHUS, meaning “because of the catch of fish.”  Then we have the genitive masculine plural (by attraction) from the accusative masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the fish.  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb SULLAMBANW, which means “to take.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The active voice indicates that the fishermen/disciples had produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because of the catch of fish which they had taken.”
Lk 5:9 corrected translation
“For amazement had seized him and all those with him because of the catch of fish which they had taken.”
Explanation:
1.  “For amazement had seized him”

a.  Luke continues by explaining why Peter had this reaction to the miracle and Jesus.  Peter fell down before the knees of Jesus and begged Jesus to depart from him because he was totally amazed, awed, astounded and shocked by what Jesus had done.


b.  To Peter this kind of control over nature was clearly supernatural and beyond human reasoning or explanation.  The fact of two large fishing boats overloaded to the maximum was impossible to deny.  And the fact that Jesus made this happen was impossible to deny.  Peter knew without a doubt that he was in the presence of God, and most of all that fact gripped his soul and wouldn’t let go.  Jesus was God incarnate, and Peter was there before Him.  Here was Peter face to face with the God of Israel, who had talked with Abraham and taught Moses and crowned David, and sent the prophets.  Peter was amazed that eternal God would have even the smallest thing to do with him.  And he couldn’t shake the thought.

2.  “and all those with him”

a.  And it wasn’t just Peter who realized these things, the same attitude washed over the other men with Peter.  This included Andrew, James, John and all the hired hands who worked for them in their fishing business.


b.  The subject “all those” indicates more than just the disciples.  Four men alone could not have handled two boats that would easily hold thirteen men each or pull in nets loaded to the point of tearing apart.  There were other men than the disciples who were there and realized that they were in the presence of the God of Israel, the Messiah, even though Jesus didn’t have to say the word.  The proof was in the results.  The thousands of fish testified to Who Jesus was.

3.  “because of the catch of fish which they had taken.”

a.  Luke then states the direct reason for the amazement of these men.  They were amazed by the catch of fish they had taken.  No catch like this had ever been made, seen, heard of, or been reported on Lake Galilee.  There was nothing to compare with this.  It was beyond reality, yet it was real.  It was beyond comprehension, yet there it was.


b.  The catch of fish in itself was amazing, but it only point to the Person who caused it, Who was even more amazing.  The men couldn’t be amazed more by the fish than by Jesus who produced these fish.  Not only had He created them, but He had gathered them.  The same thing He would with all the believers that Peter and the others would become fishers of.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is the size of the catch that amazes the disciples.  They all know something is going on.  There is a significant spiritual point here.  Jesus will take the faith and humble attitude exhibited in Peter and turn them into a call to serve.  Peter’s attitude reflects an openness that allows Jesus to transform the sinner.  Peter’s responsiveness and humble approach to Jesus’ word reflect exemplary attitudes about how people should respond to God’s message.  Peter reflects the essence of faith.  Jesus can transform the sinner’s life and vocation, as the disciple comes to serve God.  Grace is at work.  An unworthy Peter and his companions receive and observe the benefits of a gracious God through His agent.  They are overwhelmed.  Thus, the awe in view here is focused first of all on the visit of the holy God—much like Elizabeth’s awe in Lk 1:43.  Holiness and awesome knowledge are displayed in God’s working through Jesus.  Second, the awe is fueled by the recognition that this God would be so kind to them in providing the bountiful catch.  Third, the catch also points to Jesus’ greatness and power.”


b.  “Simon’s reaction is further explained as being due to…recognition of the presence of the divine.  The wonder was shared by his companions in the boat as they realized that the size of their catch had no rational explanation.”


c.  Other commentators are silent on this verse or having nothing of real value to add.
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