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

 is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun OINOS and adjective NEOS, meaning “new wine.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural noun ASKOS and adjective KAINOS, meaning “into new/unused wineskins.”  Finally, we have a neuter singular verbal adjective BLĒTEOS, “the only verbal adjective ending in TEOS in NT; from the verb BALLW, meaning must be put.”
  “This verbal adjective ending in -teos rather than -tos appears here alone in the N.T. though it is common enough in Attic Greek.  It is a survival of the literary style.  This is the impersonal use and is transitive in sense here and governs the accusative ‘new wine’, though the agent is not expressed.”

“But new wine must be put into new wineskins.”
Lk 5:38 corrected translation
“But new wine must be put into new wineskins.”
Explanation:
1.  “But new wine must be put into new wineskins.”

a.  Our Lord continues the parable begun in the previous verse by contrasting what should be done (put new wine into fresh or new wineskins) with what should not be done (put new wine into old or used wineskins).  The reason for this has already been explained in the previous verse—so the old or used wineskin wouldn’t burst open from the fermentation of the new wine and ruin both the wine and the wineskin.


b.  The principle being taught here is that the new spiritual life of the kingdom of God being taught and offered by Jesus cannot be put into the old religious system of the Mosaic Law or the distortion of that Law by the scribes and Pharisees.  A spiritual system of grace is completely incompatible with a religious system of works.  Works mixed with faith nullifies that faith.  Works mixed with grace nullifies that grace.  The old system of works is an old wineskin into which the new wine of faith apart from works and grace apart from works will be ruined.  The new system of faith and grace apart from works for salvation and works for spirituality will be put into the new spiritual life of the filling and mentorship of the Holy Spirit, union with Christ, and the indwelling of the Trinity.


c.  Related Scripture:



(1)  2 Cor 5:17, “For this reason, if anyone [is] in Christ [and he is], [he is] a new creature.  The old things have passed away.  Notice, new things have originated.”



(2)  Eph 4:24, “and to put on the new man, who has been created according to the standard of God in true righteousness and holiness.”



(3)  Rev 21:5, “And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’  And He said, ‘Write, for these words are faithful and true.’”
2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The conclusion of the second illustration is stated positively: new wine must have new skins; new ways must have new containers.  Jesus’ teaching will not survive by making it conform to old ways.  A new form, a new spirit, and a new approach are required.  Such a message had relevance beyond the time of Jesus’ ministry.  To re-Judaize Christianity would have missed the newness of what Jesus brings.  The issue raised here is one of the major concerns in the Book of Acts, as the church wrestles with the proper limits of the influence of its Jewish heritage.  The focus is not on a return to something old and ancient, but on the presence of something new.  This does not mean that some forms of the old worship, like fasting, cannot continue; but it does mean that they are seen differently.  The remarks fit the situation in Jesus’ ministry, but the significance became timeless for the church’s perspective.”


b.  “The things in the ceremonial Law were fulfilled by Jesus Christ, so there is no need today for sacrifices, priests, temples, and ceremonies.  All of God’s people are priests who bring spiritual sacrifices to the Lord (1 Pet 2:5, 9).  The tables of Law have been replaced by the tables of the human heart, where God’s Spirit is writing the Word and making us like Jesus Christ (2 Cor 3:1–3, 18).”


c.  “New wine was wine from the most recent harvest [the new dispensation of the Church Age], while old wine was wine from the previous year [the previous dispensation of the Age of Israel].”
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