John 1:1
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the scribes of the Pharisees.

“Then Jesus said to them,”
 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” (which expects the answer ‘no’ to the question) plus the second person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able: you are not able or you cannot.”


The present tense is a customary or gnomic present, which regards this customary action as universally applicable.  It normally takes place everywhere.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the scribes of the Pharisees or anyone else attempting this) producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular noun NUMHPWN, which means “the sons of the bridegroom.”
  This word “sons” is not used literally here, but refers to a helper, and assistant, someone closely related to the bridegroom, such as friends of the bridegroom.  In Modern English we call these men “groomsmen.”  Several commentators also interpret this idiom as referring to the guests at the wedding.  In either case, the point being made is the same.  No one is to fast and mourn during a wedding.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, which is an idiom, meaning “while” (literally ‘in which time’ or ‘during which time’).  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NUMPHIOS, which means “the bridegroom.”  Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with them.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the bridegroom produces the state of being with the groomsmen.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to make.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the groomsmen produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb ‘to be able.’

Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb NĒSTEUW, which means “to fast.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the groomsmen produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of direct object.

“‘You are not able to make the groomsmen fast while the bridegroom is with them, can you?”
Lk 5:34 corrected translation
“Then Jesus said to them, ‘You are not able to make the groomsmen fast while the bridegroom is with them, can you?”
Mk 2:19, “And Jesus said to them, ‘While the bridegroom is with them, the attendants of the bridegroom cannot fast, can they?  So long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus said to them,”

a.  Jesus answers the accusation of His critics once again with a rhetorical question to which they all know the answer, which is simple “No.”  Jesus’ critics [the scribes of the Pharisees] have indirectly accused Jesus and His disciples of not being as ‘holy’ as the disciples of John the Baptist and the disciples of the Pharisees, because Jesus and His disciples do not frequently fast and pray, but eat and drink like it is a party every day.  The accusation is true.  Jesus does not deny that His disciples are having a wonderful time with Him, but He also does not agree that they are less ‘holy’ than the disciples of John or the Pharisees.

b.  Jesus does not address the underlying issue of holiness, but addresses the issue of his disciples not fasting and praying like other disciples.  He does not address the issue of prayer, because He has already taught that prayer is something that should be done privately without others knowing that you are praying.  Therefore, the amount or degree of prayer not only can’t be proven by Him to refute others, but also is a false issue.  It is not the quantity of prayer that matters with God, but the quality of the prayer—is it coming from a believer in fellowship with God?


c.  Jesus also does not address the issue of ‘holiness’, since the scribes base their criteria for holiness on outward appearance and overt actions rather than an inward gift from God based upon one’s faith in God.  ‘Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness’ has no place or meaning in the thinking of the scribes or Pharisees.  Therefore, Jesus addresses the overt action of eating and drinking (having a good time and enjoying oneself in the company of others you love), on which the scribes and critics of Jesus place so much emphasis.

2.  “‘You are not able to make the groomsmen fast while the bridegroom is with them, can you?”

a.  Jesus addresses His critics with an example from everyday life with which they would all agree.  The subject “you” refers to any normal person in charge of a wedding or someone who would happen to be a groomsman at a wedding.  The example is generic in nature.  While the bridegroom is celebrating with the groomsmen (and/or the wedding guests), no one expects the groomsmen to fast and not socialize and party with him.  That would be rude and an insult to the groom.  Therefore, while the groom is with them at the party, it is typically expected that the groomsmen will party with him; they will eat, drink, dance, have a good time, enjoy themselves, and not act as if this were a funeral.  It is the simple biblical principle of Rom 12:15a, “Rejoice with those who rejoice.”


b.  In this example, the groom is the Lord Jesus Christ, the groomsmen are His disciples, and the wedding feast is the First Advent.  Jesus expects them to rejoice, be happy, and enjoy life with Him while He is there with them for this short time.


c.  Can you imagine any member of the Church, the Bride of Christ, fasting and mourning during the wedding supper of the Lamb?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus replies with a question that illustrates the disciples’ current situation.  He uses the picture of a wedding.  The question expects a negative reply: No, the attendants do not fast as long as the groom is present.  The picture is clear and the allusions are significant.  Jesus is alluding to the nature of the times and to His own role by this picture.  When Jesus speaks of the groom’s being present, he describes the period of His ministry as characterized by joy.  Thus, a fast is not appropriate.  In describing the ‘sons’ at the wedding, Jesus refers to those who aid the groom at the wedding, an allusion to the intimate relationship His disciples have with Him.  At this point, Mk 2:19 makes the explicit statement that when the groom is present those with him do not fast.  Luke and Matthew lack this statement and move immediately into when the fast will be appropriate.  The quick transition shows that Jesus does not reject fasting.  There are a time and place for fasting, but the time of Jesus’ ministry is not such a period.”


b.  “Jewish weddings lasted a week and were times of great joy and celebration. By using this image, Jesus was saying to His critics, ‘I came to make life a wedding feast, not a funeral. If you know the Bridegroom, then you can share His joy.’”


c.  “A bridegroom’s guests (Jn 3:29) do not fast while he is with them because it is a joyous occasion.  They fast later after he is gone.”


d.  “Wedding feasts required seven days of festivity; one was not permitted to fast or engage in other acts of mourning or difficult labor during a wedding feast.”


e.  “Just as a wedding marks the beginning of a completely new phase in life, what the Pharisees and John’s disciples had not realized was that Jesus’ ministry marked the beginning of a new phase in God’s dealings with man.”


f.  “A newly married Jewish couple did not honeymoon but stayed home for a week-long open house during which there was continual feasting and celebrating.  The bride and groom were treated like king and queen that week.  They were attended by chosen friends known as ‘guests of the bridegroom,’ which means literally, ‘sons of the bridal chamber.’  These wedding guests were exempted from all fasting through a rabbinical ruling that said, ‘All in attendance on the bridegroom are relieved of all religious observances which would lessen their joy.’  Jesus asserted that His presence justified a feast, and that His followers had the joyous privilege of a perpetual wedding party.  In such exalted circumstances it is wrong, if not downright impossible, to mourn.  Jesus’ disciples experienced temporary unhappiness when they saw their own sin or failed Him.  But being in the presence of Jesus brought them relentless joy.  Jesus was a joyous person—‘who for the joy set before Him endured the cross’ (Heb 12:2).  His sinless human personality radiated joy.  He was love incarnate, and people felt His love.  Jesus cared, and His disciples knew it.  His presence evoked a sense of security and well-being.  As they followed him, His disciples awoke each day with bounding hope.  They found life to be a continual feast in the presence of Jesus.”


g.  “To John’s disciples this parable would come home with special force, for their master had called Jesus ‘the Bridegroom’ and himself the friend of the Bridegroom.”


h.  “The point is that it is as foolish to expect the companions of Jesus to fast as it is to expect the companions of the bridegroom to fast.”
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