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

 is the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: I have not come.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb KALEW, which means “to call; to invite.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “the righteous.”

“I have not come to call the righteous”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective HAMARTWLOS, meaning “the sinners.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun METANOIA, which means “to a change of mind.”

“but the sinners to a change of mind.’”
Lk 5:32 corrected translation
“I have not come to call the righteous but the sinners to a change of mind.’”
Mk 2:17, “And hearing this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’”
Explanation:
1.  “I have not come to call the righteous”

a.  Jesus continues His answer to the scribes of the Pharisees’ questioning why His disciples eat and drink and associate with the lowest scum of their society by explaining what He means by His previous statement that “Those who are healthy do not have need for a physician, but those who are sick.”  The healthy are those who believe that He is the Messiah.  The sick are those who are unbelievers.

b.  Jesus has come to call or invite people to believe in Him, and therefore, have eternal salvation and eternal life.  Those who are righteous in God’s eyes are those who have already believed in the message of the gospel—that God offers eternal salvation through faith in the Messiah, that is, through faith in Christ.  The righteous are those who already have received God’s righteousness from God as a gracious and free gift at the moment they believed in Christ.  They are not righteous because of the lifestyle they have lived or are living, but because they have believed in the Messiah.


c.  Therefore, Jesus has not come to invite those who are already believers to believe in Him.  He has not come to spiritually heal those who are spiritually healthy.  The healthy are in no need of a physician, and the spiritually healthy, who are already saved, are in no need of a Savior.  They already have One in the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “but the sinners to a change of mind.’”

a.  But those who are sinners, which means those who have yet to believe in God’s offer of eternal salvation through the person and work of the Christ, are in need of a Savior and spiritual physician.  Jesus is that spiritual physician, and He has come to heal their spiritual illness.  He will do so by the sacrifice of Himself on the cross for their sins.


b.  Currently these unbelievers have a spiritual = mental problem—they believe that God has not or will not save them from their sinfulness.  They need to change their mind about this.  They need to stop thinking that God won’t save them, and believe that He will.  This simple change of mind is all it takes to receive the free gift of eternal life from God.  They have to go from having no faith in God’s love to having the smallest faith in God’s love, and God promises to save them.  They have to change their mind about the love of God and His willingness to save them.


c.  The Greek word METANOIA is frequently mistranslated as ‘repent’ or ‘repentance’ with the connotation that a person have to feel sorry for their sins, in order to be saved by God.  God is not interested in how we feel.  He is interested in whether or not we believe that He loves us.  No person has ever been saved by feeling sorry for their sins (look at Esau, who cried for salvation and it was not credited to him by God for anything; Abraham believed and it was credited to him for righteousness).  The Greek word means to change one’s mind.  God requires us to change our mind about His Son, our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  The issue is: Does Jesus love us so much that He was judged for our sins or not?  If we believe that He did and does love us this much, then God saves us by giving us His very own righteousness, just as He did with Abraham and every other members of the human race.  If we don’t believe this, then God says that we need to change our minds.


d.  Therefore, Jesus has come as the great spiritual physician to heal those unbelievers who need to change their mind about how much He loves them and accept His invitation to believe in Him.  Jesus was making it very clear to these scribes of the Pharisees that they had to change their minds about Him not being the Messiah, and believe that He was the Messiah and that He loved them so much that He was willing to be judged for their sins.  And in order to do this, they had to believe that He was the eternal Son of God incarnate—and that was their stumbling block.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Only sinners would need a call to repentance, a change of mind and life [the added phrase ‘and life’ is a subtle form of legalism, wherein preachers say that if there is no change in one’s lifestyle, then it is proof that there never was a salvation in the first place.  Therefore, the added requirement of a change of life is required for salvation to be genuine or permanent.  And that my friends is not ‘faith alone in Christ alone’ nor is it being ‘saved by grace, not of works’.]  The self-satisfied are the hard ones to win and they often resent efforts to win them to Christ.”


b.  “Jesus elaborates on his physician remark with a description of His mission.  Jesus’ mission is not to the ‘righteous,’ but to sinners.  The object of the mission—repentance—makes clear why this is so.  The righteous cannot repent, but sinners can.  The healthy are the righteous and allude to the Pharisees’ picture of themselves [but the real application is to those who have already believed], while the sick and the sinners are those to whom Jesus seeks to minister. The remark is not an endorsement of their righteousness.  Jesus goes to those who perceive their needs and He seeks to meet them.  The point is not that the Pharisees are ‘justified’ already, so that Jesus will leave them alone, but that they are not open to their own need of a physician, so he cannot appeal to them nor can he heal them.  That they are not justified before God becomes very clear later in Luke’s account, in Lk 11–13 (especially 11:37–52).  The end of the passage includes a note that only Luke has: the call to sinners is for repentance.  Mt 9:13 and Mk 2:17 speak only of calling sinners, but the point is the same.  Luke is simply more explicit.  Jesus accepts the sinner as a person who needs God and who can approach Him, given the right frame of mind.  However, Jesus’ goal is to transform the sinner’s way of thinking [my emphasis] about life, as well as the way the sinner relates to God [whatever that means].  Repentance is a key Lucan theme and refers basically to a change of mind [my emphasis].  The change of mind involves not just Jesus but an embracing of God that changes one’s orientation in life.  The sinner is challenged to look at things in a way that is pleasing to God.  Jesus challenges people to respond to God with humble openness before Him about what their previous behavior means.  They must know that it renders them guilty before God and places them in need.  But Jesus also proclaims the possibility of finding forgiveness and God’s grace by coming honestly, openly, and humbly to Him.  Those who recognize they are ‘sick’ come to the Great Physician, Jesus, so He can exercise His power to heal and change them.  The perspective here is very similar to the contrastive parable of Lk 18:9–14, where the attitudes of a Pharisee and a tax collector are compared. The ‘sinner,’ the tax collector called on God to have mercy on him a sinner, and Jesus says that the tax collector walked away from his prayer justified.  Just as Lk 5:32 is unique to Luke, so is the parable in Lk 18:9–14.  The two texts show how one in need can humbly come to God.  For Luke, the spiritually sick coming for spiritual healing is a fundamental portrait of genuine repentance.  Thus, the physician imagery of Lk 5:31–32 shows that we must recognize our need to be ‘treated’ [by a Doctor].  This type of humble openness to God for healing is what Jesus will commend in the tax collector of Luke 18.  A repentant heart is open, not closed, to God.  The physician seeks to call people to see themselves honestly, as they really are.  They are ready to let God work on them.  This willingness to rest in God and have Him enter one’s life is the essence of repentance.  The Pharisees’ attitude prevents this type of work from being done on them.  So, Jesus goes where an opportunity for response exists.  Spiritual restoration and healing can be accomplished only where the acceptance of ‘illness’ is present.”
  Notice that there was not one word in Bock’s explanation about feeling sorry for one’s sins.  Praise God, brother!  God doesn’t want us to be proud of our sins, but neither is He interested in how we feel about them.  God the Father is most interested in what His Son will do/has done about our sins on the Cross.


c.  “Here Jesus was not concerned about discussing who were “the righteous.” His point was simply that His mission was to those in need of ‘repentance’—a change of heart and a change of life [there’s that legalism again creeping in].”
  How much change of life must there be to be saved?  Does my change of life have to be greater than someone else’s change of life?  What degree of change must there be and who defines the limits of that change?  When is enough change enough?  Does that change occur all at once or over a lifetime?  Who decides if my change is enough or not enough?  And how will I know if enough is enough?  If you look objectively at these questions, you see that the answers are impossible to determine, which makes salvation based upon an unknown and unattainable criteria, which completes voids the simple gospel message of faith alone in Christ alone.

d.  “If repentance…implies change of character rather than reformation of behavior, then Jesus believed in dealing with the root of the disease and not merely with the symptoms.”
  In other words anyone can change their behavior without believing in Christ.  Therefore, change of behavior does not save.  Change of behavior is equal to changing one’s lifestyle.  A change of lifestyle can be done by changing one’s behavior without ever changing one’s mind about Christ.  For example, a prostitute can stop being a prostitute and become a faithful wife, great mother, and wonderful homemaker without believing in Christ.  She changed her behavior and lifestyle, but remains an unbeliever.
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