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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make” but in this context it means “to give or throw or have.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Levi produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOXĒ with the adjective MEGAS, meaning “a big reception or banquet.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun LEUI, meaning “Levi.”  This is followed by the dative of advantage from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for Him” and referring to Jesus.  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in his home.”

“And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past state of being.


The active voice indicates that the situation produced the state of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun OCHLOS and adjective POLUS, meaning “a large crowd.”  With this we have the genitive of identity or description from the masculine plural noun TELWNĒS, meaning “of tax collectors” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive masculine plural adjective ALLOS, meaning “others.”

“and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others,”
 is the nominative masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to the tax collectors and others.  Then we have the periphrastic construction, which combines the verb EIMI with the participle KATAKEIMAI to produce a single verbal thought, meaning “to be reclining.”


The imperfect tense of EIMI with the present tense of KATAKEIMAI combine to express a past, continuing action.


The active voice of the verb with the deponent middle/passive of the participle combine to indicate that these men produced the action of reclining.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with them.”

There is no prepositional phrase “at the table” in the Greek as found in the New American Standard Bible.

“who were reclining with them.”
Lk 5:29 corrected translation
“And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others, who were reclining with them.”
Explanation:
1.  “And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house;”

a.  Luke continues the story of the calling of Levi/Matthew by telling us what Levi did immediately after agreeing to follow Jesus and become one of His disciples.  Levi arranged for a big reception for Jesus in his own home.


b.  There are several implications from the statements in this verse:



(1)  Levi was wealthy.  To be able to throw a big party on the spur of the moment meant buying a lot of food and wine that day, which required sufficient cash on hand to cover the expense.



(2)  The house in which Levi lived was probably closer to a mansion than a house considering the large number of people that attended.



(3)  The number of people included Jesus, the other disciples, a large crowd of tax collectors and others, which suggests hundreds of people, not dozens.  At $50 a plate for food and wine, this reception could have cost $10,000 or more easily.



(4)  Levi either had plenty of servants to manage the party or had to hire people to help make it happen.  That would have been an additional expense.


c.  Think in terms of a large wedding reception with 300 invited guests and you have a picture of what this occasion was like.

2.  “and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others,”

a.  Next Luke tells us who the guests were that Levi invited.  There is no need to mention Jesus and His disciples, for He is assumed to be the guest of honor, and His disciples go where He goes.  The emphasis is on the large crowd of tax collectors and others.


b.  How many tax collectors were needed in Capernaum and Bethsaida?  A “crowd” of tax collectors sounds like several dozens, perhaps every tax collector within a five mile radius of Levi’s house.


c.  The word “others” includes family, friends, relatives, etc. of Levi. And as we shall see as the story progresses (see the next verse) some scribes and Pharisees are among the others (or else they crashed the party as uninvited guests).

3.  “who were reclining with them.”

a.  The custom at that time was to recline at the low table where food was being served.  The person would lay on their left side with their head near the table and their feet away from the table.  They would reach for food and eat with their right hand.
  They did not ‘recline’ by laying on their back as we think of sitting in a recliner (a chair that reclines backward).


b.  The word ‘them’ includes Levi, Jesus, and the disciples (see the next verse).  Everyone else was there at Levi’s invitation to meet and greet Jesus.  Think of a wedding reception with Levi, Jesus and the disciples at the head table with all the other guests at tables throughout the large banquet room.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Particular offence must have been caused by the accepting of a publican into the band of disciples.”


b.  “Luke declines here to use ‘sinners’ like Mk 2:15 and Mt 9:10.  None but social outcasts would eat with publicans at such a feast or barbecue, for it was a very.  It was a motley crew that Levi had brought together, but he showed courage as well as loyalty to Jesus.”


c.  “Here was a crowd that Jesus could not contact in the synagogues.  These Jewish tax collectors seem to have been excluded from the synagogue.  This was Levi’s gesture of introducing his fellow tax collectors to his new-found Savior.  It was also an indication that our Lord was attracting a following from these tax collectors that swarmed the marts of trade in Capernaum, for Mark says, ‘There were many, and they followed Him.’  It appears that some were feasting there who had not received a formal invitation, but because of their fascination for the new Jewish Teacher who befriended them while their fellow-countrymen ostracized them, they had come.”


d.  “Levi holds a feast with Jesus as the honored guest.  Only Luke explicitly refers to a feast.  Levi takes his call seriously and opens up his home to his friends to introduce them to Jesus.  As in Mk 2:15 and Mt 9:10, the reference is clearly to Levi’s home.  Mark’s language is a little more ambiguous than Luke’s as to who is the host; but the need to insert a specific reference to Jesus in Mk 2:15 shows that Jesus’ own home is not in view.  Levi seeks to use his home and resources to bring the message of Jesus to his friends.  The issue is not the party, but who is invited to it.  Luke speaks of a large company of tax collectors and others, identified as sinners by the Pharisees in Lk 5:30.  Luke lets the Pharisees make the full charge against Jesus and His disciples.  Levi has gone to great trouble to bring Jesus to many who might not normally be expected to have contact with a religious dignitary.  The turnout is clearly not the moral upper crust of society.  Nevertheless, Jesus reclines with them in meal fellowship.  In doing so, He is carrying out His ministry to the spiritually needy.  At the same time, Jesus offends the separatism of the Pharisees, who would have never shared a meal with such rabble.”


e.  “Levi must have been a wealthy man, for a great banquet was prepared at his house and many guests were invited.”


f.  “Jesus’ invitation for Levi to follow Him constituted a great honor, especially for one who would have normally been excluded from religious circles.  That Levi should respond by throwing a party for Him is not surprising; repaying honor was an important part of social life in antiquity.  Table fellowship indicated intimate relations among those who shared it, and given the nature of ancient banquets, it was natural for a well-to-do person to invite his (former) colleagues and also subordinates to a feast.”


g.  “Mt 9:10 and Mk 2:15 specifically include ‘and sinners’; and thus give an indication of Matthew’s past, for even the community at large recognized some of his friends and associates as sinners.  Matthew had kept rough company, yet in his conversion he was prepared to seek them out and introduce them to the Savior he had found.  This was clearly a mark of courage; Jesus was not disappointed by His choice!”


h.  “Evidently Levi had no regrets about giving up everything to follow Jesus.  He even hosted his own good-bye party.  Levi had the means to do it big, and he did.  The large crowd would have required extra servants and a substantial outlay of money, but that was fine with Levi.  They feasted in the traditional arrangement and posture, reclining on their left sides, fully enjoying the cuisine and libations of Palestine.  Levi’s reasons for the big bash relate to our own experience as believers.  Levi hosted the feast, not for selfish reasons, but as a celebration of what had happened to him.  Feasting is for laughter and merriment (Ecclesiastes 10:19).  The ex-tax collector regarded the change in his life as an occasion for rejoicing, as indeed it was.  Nothing is a greater occasion for rejoicing than conversion!  Coming to know Christ is a great reason to party!  Levi also put on the banquet for Jesus, for the Savior was the guest of honor.  Without him, there would have been no celebration.  The desire to honor God is the natural reflex of the soul that has received the divine touch.  Jesus was everything to Levi.  The retired tax collector also hosted the feast for his friends’ sake.  The soul that has received God’s grace does not want to go to heaven alone.  This is the way it was with Andrew too, as the Apostle. John records: ‘The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah”’ (Jn 1:41).  Remember too the Samaritan woman’s invitation: ‘Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.  Could this be the Christ?’ (Jn 4:29).  Levi knew that if his needy friends would meet Jesus and hear His words, they would be moved and perhaps follow Him.  Levi’s changed heart longed for this.”


i.  “Tax collectors and ‘sinners’ were sitting at table with Jesus and Levi, so that Jesus was clearly disregarding the Pharisaic standards according to which such people were both sinful in themselves and ritually unclean because of their contact with Gentiles.”


j.  “Levi’s dinner is sometimes called ‘a farewell feast to his associates,’ but without good reason.  Levi’s intention is rather the opposite. He does not want to bid farewell to these publicans and sinners but wants them to join him in the new life to which Jesus had brought him.”
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