John 1:1
Luke 5:16



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the periphrastic construction, which combines the third person singular imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: would” with the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb HUPOCHWREW, which means “to withdraw from a location, to go off, go away, retire Lk 9:10; ‘he would steal away to lonely places’ 5:16.”


The imperfect and present tenses combine to describe a past, iterative action (an action that occurred at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that Jesus would produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and governs the participle.

There is no adverb “often” in the Greek as translated in the NASB.  That is a translator trying to get believers to do what he wants them to do by inserting his theology into the text.
“However He would retire”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and adjective ERĒMOS, meaning “into the wilderness.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”


The present tense is an iterative present in conjunction with the previous present participle.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and governed by the previous main verb EIMI as a continuation of the periphrastic construction.

“into the wilderness and pray.”
Lk 5:16 corrected translation
“However He would retire into the wilderness and pray.”
Explanation:
1.  “However He would retire”

a.  In contrast to the news about Jesus spreading and large crowds gathering, Jesus would retire or withdraw from a location and go off to be away from people in order to pray.  Everyone needs some time alone with the Father, and this was especially true of the Son of God.


b.  Jesus wasn’t retiring from His work.  He was doing exactly what the Sabbath was intended for—to have some “down time” to think about God and His purpose for one’s life.  The humanity of Christ needed time to rest and reflect, think and make decisions, consider His options and determine His course of action.  Jesus didn’t do everything on the spur of the moment.  He had to follow the Father’s plan, which required Him to talk with the Father in prayer.


c.  Jesus also needed to set an example for His disciples, who would need to do the same thing for the same reasons after their ministries became popular.

2.  “into the wilderness and pray.”

a.  Luke then tells us where Jesus went, when He went away from the crowds.  He went out into the wilderness or uninhabited areas, places that were deserted of people, or desert-like places.  Luke doesn’t tell us how long this lasted, but it was probably not less than several hours at a time or more than a day at a time.  Luke says nothing about Jesus taking the disciples with Him, and sometimes Jesus probably went alone, while at other times, He probably took them along.


b.  Finally, Luke tells us the purpose for this “retreat” from the crowds—Jesus went to pray.  Prayer was an integral and essential part of our Lord’s spiritual life.  It was a major factor in His decision making in life.  He made prayer a habit, a routine, a necessity, but never a chore.


(1)  Mk 1:35, “And early in the morning, while quite dark, after rising, He left and went away to an isolated place, and was praying there.”



(2)  Mk 6:46, “And after saying farewell to them, He left toward the mountain to pray.”


(3)  Mk 14:32, “And they came to a place, which [has] the name Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’”



(4)  Mt 14:13, “Now when Jesus heard [about John’s death], He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the people heard, they followed Him on foot from the cities.”



(5)  Lk 6:12, “It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.”



(6)  Jn 11:54, “Therefore Jesus no longer continued to walk publicly among the Jews, but went away from there to the country near the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; and there He stayed with the disciples.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The wild enthusiasm of the crowds was running ahead of their comprehension of Christ and his mission and message.”


b.  “The large gatherings did not prevent Jesus from withdrawing habitually and finding time to commune with God or his disciples (Lk 4:42; Mt 14:13; Mk 1:35, 45; Jn 11:54).  Luke regularly notes Jesus’ praying (Lk 3:21; 6:12; 9:18, 28–29; 11:1; 23:46).  Despite all the activity, Jesus is portrayed as seeking time with God, rather than fanning His fame.  Perhaps the activity’s very scope and importance required that time be spent with God.  Jesus’ prayers tend to come at key times, and this summary is no exception.  Jesus was headed for a series of conflicts in the events that followed. Luke makes clear that before Jesus got into trouble, He was spending time with God.”


c.  “He often left the crowds and slipped away into a quiet place to pray and seek the Father’s help.  That’s a good example for all of God’s servants to follow.”


d.  “Jesus’ rise in popularity threatened to sidetrack Him from His mission, a threat that was thwarted through prayer.  Luke speaks rather of Jesus’ habit of withdrawing for prayer, during which He would be strengthened for divine service.”


e.  “The Gospels tell not only why but how Jesus prayed.  Sometimes He spoke with God early in the morning (Mk 1:35–38; Lk 4:42f), at night (Lk 6:12; Mt 26:36–46), or in private (Lk 5:16).”


f.  “In order to minimize their influence on their leaders, Jesus retired to the wilderness.  This popular acclaim (and consequent pressure on the leaders) was such that Luke records that Jesus prayed.  His prayer is not detailed for us, but I suppose it was for Israel, that her leaders would have the spiritual insight to lead her into her millennial course.”


g.  “No special reason for the prayer is apparent, but in the light of Lk 4:42f. it may be seen that Jesus was unwilling to yield to the temptation to stay on in any given place after He had preached to the people lest He might become their popular idol or even their servant; the mainspring of His life was His communion with God, and in such communion He found both strength and guidance to avoid submitting to temptation.”


h.  “Nothing carried Him away; popular favor and demand did not excite Him; He prayed many a prayer for the souls of these crowds and for their entrance into the kingdom (Lk 4:43).”
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