John 1:1
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

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to spread.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  This can be translated “kept spreading.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the news) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the comparative use of the adverb of degree MALLON, meaning “even more.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the news; report, story.”  With this we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “about Him” and referring to Jesus.

“However the news about Him kept spreading even more;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb SUNERCHOMAI, which means “come together; to gather.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  This can be translated “kept gathering.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (crowds) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun OCHLOS and the adjective POLUS, meaning “large crowds.”

“and large crowds kept gathering”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that time.


The active voice indicates that the large crowds were producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

The direct object “[Him]” is necessary for clarification, lest someone think the large crowds came to hear their diseases.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the present passive infinitive of the verb THERAPEUW, which means “to be healed.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that time.


The passive voice indicates that the large crowds received the action of being healed.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Next we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine plural article and noun ASTHENEIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from their diseases.”

“to hear [Him] and to be healed from their diseases.”
Lk 5:15 corrected translation
“However the news about Him kept spreading even more; and large crowds kept gathering to hear [Him] and to be healed from their diseases.”
Explanation:
1.  “However the news about Him kept spreading even more;”

a.  In contrast to Jesus telling the man to say nothing to anyone, the news about Jesus kept spreading even more.  So who spread the news about Jesus?


b.  In Mt 8:1 Matthew tells us that when Jesus came down from teaching the Sermon on the Mount, large crowds followed Him.  And at that point is when this leper came to Him and was healed.  Matthew says nothing about the crowds leaving or this leper being healed in private.  Therefore, from this gospel we can assume that hundreds of people say what Jesus did and could have spread the news about Him.


c.  Mark tells us in Mk 1:45 that this man was responsible for spreading this news, “But he [the healed leper] went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news around, to such an extent that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, but stayed out in unpopulated areas; and they were coming to Him from everywhere.”


d.  Therefore, in our verse, Luke follows neither Matthew or Mark but gives us a generic statement that the news about Jesus kept spreading.  Luke apparently takes the position that both the man and the crowds were responsible for the news spreading.


e.  The phrase “even more” tells us that the news about Jesus had already been spreading, and now it was occurring to an even greater degree.  Jesus’ fame and popularity kept rising each day as He spread the good news about salvation, the love of God, the grace of God, and the healing that God provided His people both physically and spiritually.  The initial crowds were mentioned in Lk 4:42, “Now when day came, after going away, He went to a secluded place and the crowds kept searching for Him.  And they came to Him and tried to prevent Him, in order that He not go away from them.”

2.  “and large crowds kept gathering”

a.  As a result of the news spreading, large crowds kept gathering. How do we define what “large” is?  The only way we can do so is by comparison with the numbers mentioned in the feeding of the 5000 men (not including women and children) and the feeding of the 4000 men (not including the women and children).  Therefore, we have to conclude that the crowds were in the thousands that kept gathering to hear and see Jesus.  This should not be considered an exaggeration, for consider how many people gather for a baseball game, a football game, or a music concert.  How many more would gather to be healed from a debilitating injury, disease, or chronic condition?  How many more would gather to find out what they needed to do to have eternal life with God?


b.  Mk 3:7-8, “And then Jesus withdrew to the lake with His disciples; and a great crowd from Galilee followed; and from Judea, and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and on the other side of the Jordan, and the region around Tyre and Sidon, a large number [of people], hearing everything that He was doing, came to Him.”


c.  Mk 10:1, “And after getting up from there, He came into the regions of Judea and [the region] beyond the Jordan; and crowds flocked to Him again, and, as He was accustomed, He again proceeded to teach them.


d.  Jn 6:2, “A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was performing on those who were sick.”


e.  Jn 7:12, “In addition, there was much grumbling concerning Him among the crowds; some were saying, ‘He is good’; others were saying, ‘No, on the contrary, He deceives the crowd.’”

3.  “to hear [Him] and to be healed from their diseases.”

a.  Luke then concludes this statement by telling us why the crowds kept coming to Jesus.  First of all they came to hear Him.  The message of salvation and eternal life with God was critical to those without illnesses and disease.  And after being healed, those formerly with illnesses and disease would be even more inclined to listen to Jesus, if only out of gratitude for what He had done for them.  But if a man cures you of leprosy, or restores your eyesight, or cures you of cancer, or casts out a demon, then wouldn’t you believe Him if He said God loved you so much He just wanted you to believe in Him in order to live with Him forever in resurrection body in a perfect place?  Jesus’ message was irresistible to anyone with common sense and simple faith.


b.  The second reason did not apply to all, but it was a strong motivation for those in need.  Those who needed to be healed from some illness, disease, malady, chronic condition, genital conditional, etc. came to Jesus to be healed.  And there isn’t a single incident in the gospels that indicates Jesus’ failure or unwillingness to heal.  Everyone who came to Him for healing had some degree of belief that He could heal them; otherwise, they would not have made the journey to find Him.


c.  The healing Jesus performed validated His message as being from a loving God, who only wanted people to believe in Him, trust Him, and obey Him.  The message was perfect and the healing was perfect.  The message was eternal and the healing was eternal.  (There is no case recorded where the healing of a person did not last.)  Once saved, always saved.  Once healed, always healed.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The more the report spread, the more the crowds came.”


b.  “The reaction to the healing was the gathering of greater crowds.  Mk 1:45 tells us that the leper was not silent.  Luke does not contain that remark, but notes instead the consequences of the word getting around.  diērcheto indicates that the news about Jesus spread through the public grapevine.  The news about Jesus extends ever wider in Luke’s portrayal (first to Galilee and Capernaum in 4:14–15, 37, and then to Judea and Jerusalem in 5:15, 17).  The mission of 4:44 is being fulfilled.  The crowd comes to hear the message and to be healed.  In such simple terms, Luke summarizes the expanding influence and response to Jesus’ work.  Mark notes that the crush of people trying to see Jesus is so great that Jesus can no longer enter the city. He must minister in the country.”


c.  “Jesus instructed the man not to reveal who had healed him, but the cleansed leper became an enthusiastic witness for the Lord. (Jesus commands us to tell everybody, and we keep quiet!)  Because of this witness, great multitudes came to Jesus for help, and He graciously ministered to them.  But Jesus was not impressed by these great crowds, for He knew that most of the people wanted only His healing power and not His salvation.”


d.  “Jesus’ rise in popularity threatened to sidetrack Him from His mission [the text doesn’t say that; this commentator is reading his own weakness into the interpretation of the passage], a threat that was thwarted through prayer [and the text doesn’t say or suggest that conclusion either].”


e.  “Teachers thought to perform miracles usually drew large followings, because many people were sick; the number of people who flocked to hot springs in Galilee that were thought to relieve ailments attests to the large numbers of people who suffered from various afflictions.”


f.  “The significance of this miracle was not lost on the populace and they flocked to Jesus.  In order to minimize their influence on their leaders, Jesus retired to the wilderness.”


g.  “Luke says nothing about the man’s disobedience to Jesus.  And, in fact, the man alone was not to blame for the news or report about Jesus spreading more and more.”


h.  “Luke omits Mark’s explicit comment that the cured leper disobeyed Jesus’ command—perhaps due to Luke’s respect for the authority of Jesus.  Rather Luke concentrates attention on the positive fact of the spread of the story.  Similarly, Luke does not speak of Jesus being hampered by the spread of His reputation, but simply notes how great crowds came together to seek Jesus.  Luke stresses that they came to hear Jesus and to be healed; thereby placing the preaching of Jesus above His healing ministry.”
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