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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb KATAGW, which means “to bring.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the four disciples produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after bringing.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used as a possessive pronoun and noun PLOION, meaning “their boats.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on land.”

“And after bringing their boats on land,”
 is the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb APHIĒMI, meaning “to leave.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the four disciples produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial: “leaving.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “everything.”  Next we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow: they followed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that these four disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“leaving everything, they followed Him.”
Lk 5:11 corrected translation
“And after bringing their boats on land, leaving everything, they followed Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after bringing their boats on land,”

a.  This is a summary statement by Luke, which concludes this story.  Luke summarizes the fact that this was the end of the fishing business for these four men (Peter, James, John and Andrew).  


b.  Luke makes it sound like all the previous events happened while Jesus and the men and the boats were still out in the water with the haul of fish, and only just now do they row for shore and bring their boats on land.  Because this is a summary statement, it is just as possible that Luke is just summarizing the overall events without indicating the details of when each sub-event occurred.  However, following Luke’s word order and style, without reading anything into the story and taking this at face value, it appears that the previous conversation between Jesus and Peter took place while they were still away from shore and only now do the two boats head for land with the large catch of fish.


c.  Notice the phrase “their boats,” which tells us that the two boats belonged to the two sets of brothers.  These boats were not abandoned by the brothers, but probably stayed under the authority of Zebedee, who was likely still alive, and continued to be used to employ the hired hands.  We see one of these boats used again by these same brothers in Jn 21, after Jesus’ resurrection.

2.  “leaving everything, they followed Him.”

a.  Luke then tells us what the four brothers did in response to Jesus’ invitation to be fishers of men.  They left everything (which did not include their wives and family; Peter was married and still responsible for the care of his family), which meant their former way of life, their jobs, their hometown, and everything that other people would consider valuable.

b.  The statement “they followed” Jesus means that He was now their leader, teacher, trainer, mentor, etc.  They went where He went and did what He did.  They learned from Him and followed His example.  From now on they were in the traveling seminary of Jesus.  They would see up close and personal what it meant to live with the incarnate Son of God almost every moment.


c.  Mk 10:28, “Peter began to say to Him, ‘Behold, we have left everything and followed You.’”


d.  The hired men now owned all these fish, and had the biggest payday of their lives.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Then and there.  They had already become his disciples.  Now they leave their business for active service of Christ.  The conduct of this group of business men should make other business men to pause and see if Jesus is calling them to do likewise.”
  This last comment is absolutely ridiculous.  The application is to anyone regardless of whether or not they are businessmen. Businessmen have no special calling to serve God any more than any other group of people.  God calls who He wills and each person needs to pay attention to heed the call.

b.  “So, the life of discipleship begins for the witnesses of this event.  Upon returning to shore, they leave their ships behind.  The subject here is plural, so other men leave in addition to Peter.  The priority of their lives is no longer fishing, but following Jesus (Lk 14:27) and fishing for people.  At the height of surely one of their greatest catches, certainly the most memorable one, they leave their profession behind.  Peter is now the amateur fisherman!  The idea of following will be a standard image for discipleship.  In Jewish idiom, students or protégés often followed their teachers.  The nature of the commitment is stressed in the idea of ‘leaving all’.  Now the center of their lives is Jesus.”


c.  “Jesus’ teaching, combined with His miraculous acts, showed that He had the authority to call the men and have them respond by leaving everything.”


d.  “They leave everything, a notation with obvious economic and vocational but also with deep-seated social ramifications.  Leaving all that has been of value, they will now find their fundamental sense of belonging and being in relationship to Jesus, the community being built around him, and the redemptive purpose He serves.”


e.  “Fishermen made a better-than-average income, so leaving their job is an act of radical commitment that they would expect to adversely affect them economically.”


f.  “Please remember, Jesus Christ called these four men to a special task.  This is not a general call for all Christians, but, having said that, please may I urge you to diligently seek God’s will for your life; maybe, He will give you the inestimable privilege of being His front line soldier, an evangelist!  If you are a sinful man like Peter you qualify for the post.”


g.  “The idea is not that Jesus, who gave them the fish, wanted these wasted.  The hired help and likely Zebedee himself were there to attend to the sale of the fish.  Jesus left this gift for the families of the men who now followed Him.  The hired men were helpers and, like the multitude, were witnesses of the miracle and of what transpired.  They were to believe, not to be apostles.”


h.  “What is described summarily must have been a more complex process, although it is not necessary to speculate that the huge catch of fish was intended by Jesus to be a means of support for the fisherman’s dependents during their absence.”
  Why not?  Someone had to support Peter’s wife.  Did Jesus intend for Peter to just leave his wife without providing financially for her?  Of course not.  Jesus provided in advance for her, so that Peter would not have to worry about her.  Jesus is more considerate than some commentators.
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