John 1:1
Luke 4:7



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to Jesus.  With this we have the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if [maybe you will and maybe you won’t].”  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship; to bow down and kiss.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future potential action in its entirety as a possible fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus might produce the action.


The subjunctive indicative mood is used with the conditional particle EAN to form a third class conditional clause, which indicates potentiality.  This potentiality can be brought out in translation by use of the auxiliary verb “might” or “should.”

Next we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “before me” and referring to the devil.

“Therefore if You should worship before me,”
 is the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: it will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (all this dominion) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Yours.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all.”

“it will all be Yours.’”
Lk 4:7 corrected translation
“Therefore if You should worship before me, it will all be Yours.’”
Mt 4:9, “and he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore if You should worship before me,”

a.  Jesus and the devil are standing on a high mountain overlooking all the kingdoms of the world, which the devil has just offered to Jesus.  And therefore, since all these kingdoms belong to Satan, he is can make a legitimate offer of them to Jesus with one caveat or condition, which he now mentions.


b.  The word “if” in Greek is the word EAN, which is a combination of the conditional particle EI, meaning “if” and the indefinite particle AN, which cannot be translated by itself as a word, but indicates indefiniteness, probability, possibility, or contingency, especially when followed by the subjunctive mood in the verb.  It indicates that the thing being said is not definite, not a fact, not settled nor sure.  It indicates that Jesus has an option, that His free will is involved, and that the possibly of what Satan suggests is only a possibility.  Satan doesn’t know which way Jesus will decide.  All he can do is hope for the outcome to go his way.  Satan wants Jesus to worship him, but he is not confident it will happen.  Satan knows he is skating on thin ice.


c.  If Jesus were to worship before Satan, then that would be the ultimate rejection of God the Father as the supreme authority in Jesus’ life.  By worshiping the devil, Jesus would be setting aside any allegiance to the Father and His plan, and submitting to the rule and authority of the devil.  Therefore, Jesus would be trading the love of God the Father for the rule of Satan over Him.  (Not a good trade.)

2.  “it will all be Yours.’”

a.  All the kingdoms of the world in all of their glory and splendor are dangled as the carrot before Jesus.  All He has to do is fall down in front of Satan and accept him as His supreme authority and ‘god’.  Satan is asking Jesus to replace God the Father with himself and the reward will be what Satan thinks Jesus really wants.


b.  Satan loves being worshiped by the fallen angels and unbelievers.  He loves being the ruler of the universe and especially of the kingdoms of this world.  Therefore, he offers Jesus the best thing he has to offer and the thing he values most—the rulership over others.  Jesus already has this as God, but He does not have this as the incarnation of God, where He is not able to use His deity to provide for Himself.  Satan offers Jesus what He thinks Jesus might want—to forget about having to go to the Cross and receive the rulership of the world without having to endure any pain to get it.


c.  Would Satan be willing to give up all he controls on earth to avoid the lake of fire?  Sure he would.  He would still be the ruler over all fallen angels.  He hasn’t said anything about giving that up to Jesus.  In effect, Satan is saying to Jesus, “You can have it all—all the world, all the people in the world, all the kingdoms, all their glory, everything the world and mankind has to offer.  I give it all to you in exchange for Your acknowledgment of me as greater than You.  If Jesus were to acknowledge Satan as greater than Himself, then Satan could argue that by implication that means that he is greater than the Holy Spirit and God the Father, since Jesus is co-equal with them.  Thus if the devil is greater than each member of the Trinity, they have no authority to condemn him to the lake of fire.  The issue for Satan is always the lake of fire.  He desperately does not want to go there, and will come up with every diabolical scheme and argument to avoid it.  Jesus sees the trap and all its danger.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Worship is what it really comes to.  It is a condition of the third class [probability/possibility].  The temptation was for Jesus to admit Satan’s authority by this act of prostration (fall down and worship), a recognition of authority rather than of personal merit.  Satan offers to turn over all the keys of world power to Jesus.  It was a tremendous grand-stand play, but Jesus saw at once that in that case he would be the agent of Satan in the rule of the world by bargain and graft instead of the Son of God by nature and world ruler by conquest over Satan.  The heart of Satan’s program is here laid bare.  Jesus here rejected the Jewish idea of the Messiah as an earthly ruler merely.  ‘He rejects Satan as an ally, and thereby has him as an implacable enemy’ (Plummer).”


b.  “Satan’s condition is that the Son renounce His allegiance to the Father.  He is to bow down and worship Satan, an act that would not require just a momentary action, but that would change His life.  Often the temptation is described as if all Jesus had to do was hit His knees once and all would be His.  But the challenge represents a defection from God, and such a defection would have lifetime consequences. Jesus was to give the devil the respect and honor due to God alone.  For by bowing down before the devil, Jesus would be accepting His authority and sovereignty.  The meaning of the offer was clear: if Jesus would give Satan His heart and bow down before him, Satan would let Jesus rule.  It was a high price to ask for an empty claim, but the response would reveal where Jesus’ priorities were.”


c.  “Though Jesus would have world rulership, He would be depending on Satan—rather than on God the Father and His plan.”


d.  “The devil proposes to displace God as Jesus’ benefactor.  The devil will give Him what is due, but in the process extract a great price—that is, Jesus’ allegiance.  In effect, this is an invitation for Jesus to deny His identity as God’s Son, substituting in its place an analogous relationship to the devil. [Jesus would not deny His identity as God’s Son, but remain God’s co-equal Son in submission to the devil, which implies that the Father and Holy Spirit should equally be in submission to him!]  Resident in the devil’s own words, though, is a recognition that these two possibilities are not really parallel after all, since the devil is not co-equal with God [which is why Satan is attempting to make himself superior to them by receiving the worship of Jesus].  Whatever rule the devil exercises is that allowed him by God; he can only delegate to Jesus what has already been delegated to him.  What Jesus is offered, then, is a shabby substitute for the divine sonship that is His by birth.”


e.  “The world did not technically belong to the devil (Dan 4:32), who owned human hearts and societies only as a usurper.  The most he could do would be to make Jesus the political, military sort of Messiah most Jewish people who expected a Messiah were anticipating.”


f.  “The temptation was a powerful enticement.  All the Master would have to do would be to acknowledge in worship the limited sovereignty Satan has been allowed to exercise on Planet Earth.  The temptation was, again, to take the easy way to kingship, apart from God’s will—to be a ‘shortcut Savior.’  The choice juxtaposed infinite extremes—the long, cruel agony of the cross and the instant exaltation following a fleeting bow to the god of this world.  Of course, the effects of the fleeting bow would be disastrous.  A breach with the Father, with whom the Son had known nothing but eternal intimacy; a slap at the Father’s moral governance of the universe; a split second of idolatry that would eternally thunder through the universe; a shallow, fleeting political salvation instead of eternal soul salvation.  No atonement.  No real forgiveness.  No righteousness.”


g.  “If he accepted these terms, He would not actually be the sovereign, because He would be compelled to acknowledge the overlordship of Satan.”


h.  “The temptation seems to be that of admitting Satan’s authority.”


i.  “The temptation is to give the devil what belongs properly to God alone.”


j.  “By this one act of worship Jesus would become a rebel against God and at the same time a tool of Satan.  The kingdoms, authority, and glory promised by Satan would remain Satan’s.  The transfer would be a delusion.  Instead of becoming a king Jesus would become the slave of Satan.  The way in which Satan tried to buy Jesus is the way in which he bought Eve: ‘You shall be as gods’.”
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