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

 is the continuative/transitional use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And/Now,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun SYNAGOGUĒ, meaning “in the synagogue.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the state of being produces the action of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man.”

“And in the synagogue there was a man,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: having.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the man produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuters singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “the spirit.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun DAIMONION and the adjective AKATHARTOS, meaning “of an unclean demon.”

“having the spirit of an unclean demon,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANAKRAZW, which means “to cry out: he cried out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the demon-possessed man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ plus the adjective MEGAS, which means “with a loud voice.”

“and he cried out with a loud voice,”
Lk 4:33 corrected translation
“And in the synagogue there was a man, having the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice,”
Mk 1:23, “Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,”

Explanation:

1.  “And in the synagogue there was a man, having the spirit of an unclean demon,”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum by telling us that there was a demon-possessed man in the synagogue while Jesus was teaching.


b.  Luke does not say that this person was a Gentile, which would have been important information to Luke’s Gentile audience.  Therefore, we can safely assume that the man was a Jew.


c.  The fact the man had an “unclean spirit” refers to his being possessed by a demon, that is, a fallen angel.  Luke does not explain how, why, or when the man came to be possessed and it is fruitless for us to guess about these things.


d.  Some commentators question the fact that a demon would even lead a person to go to a synagogue, where the man might hear the gospel and believe in the Messiah and be saved with the result that the demon would have no home in him.  What these commentators do not take into account is the mission of this demon to follow Satan’s plan of exposing Jesus as the Messiah rather than allowing people to figure it out for themselves through the teaching and healing ministry of Jesus.  Satan wanted to get credit for revealing who Jesus was before people could believe by faith in Him.  Satan would then use the argument that people only believed because he had revealed who Jesus was.  Therefore, Satan would argue that the belief of these people in Jesus should be null and void.  This demon was there to subvert the plan of God the Father in the resolution of the angelic conflict.
2.  “and he cried out with a loud voice,”

a.  Luke then describes the beginning of this demon attack on the ministry of Jesus.  The demon first cries out with a loud voice through the agency of the man.  This is done to get the attention of the people in the congregation.


b.  There is no indication by Luke that the people in the congregation previous knew that this man was demon-possessed.  This may have been and probably was a shock to everyone in the audience.  The demon certainly wasn’t shouting “Amen, Brother” or “Hallelujah” or “Praise the Lord.”  What the demon (man) said as he cried out is given in the next verse, which continues the sentence begun in this verse.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Really a scream caused by the sudden contact of the demon with Jesus.”
  I don’t think there was anything sudden about it.  Satan knew exactly where Jesus was and directed this demon to be there with the man as well.  This was no chance encounter that shocked and surprised the demon.  It was a pre-planned attack by Satan on the ministry of Jesus.

b.  Here is a theory I have never seen before and do not agree with, but present it so others might know that it exists.  “The devil is a fallen angel.  Demons constitute a different category of beings [I totally disagree].  From the fact that the demons have no rest unless they are living in some physical body [could be an assumption because it may not apply to all demons], it seems clear that at one time they did have physical bodies [conjecture], and that they were deprived of them by some judgment of God.  Some, including the writer, think that they are the disembodied beings of a pre-Adamite race who inhabited the first perfect earth (Gen. 1:1) [there is not a shred of evidence in the Bible that there is a pre-Adamic race of beings], and that they followed their leader Lucifer, into sin, and were disembodied and deprived of residence upon the earth by the cataclysm of Genesis 1:2, which was coincident with the fall of Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12–17).”


c.  “Lk 4:33–37 marks the first miracle in Luke’s Gospel.  That it is a battle with demonic forces is appropriate, for it is evil and Satan that Jesus seeks to overcome through His ministry.  A man has an unclean demonic spirit.  The idea is that an outside evil force exercises its authority on this man.  ‘Unclean’ refers to the spirit’s evil character, since no personal habits are described.  The presence of demon possession makes the issue of the passage clear.  A confrontation exists between Jesus and the forces of evil, like his earlier encounter with the devil in Lk 4:1–13.  God’s power manifested in the anointed Jesus and the power of evil face off.  The spiritual nature of this conflict is highlighted in 1 Jn 3:8, but in Luke the conflict is put in terms of personal confrontation.  Judaism knew that demonic power would be crushed in the messianic age.  The die of cosmic confrontation is cast.  The nature of the times and the victor are revealed by the battle.”


d.  “It has been suggested that since Luke was most likely writing to people with a Greek background, he was clarifying the fact that this demon was evil since the Greeks thought there were both good and evil demons.”


e.  “Luke does not stop to puzzle over the presence of a demonized man in the synagogue, but is more concerned with communicating the evil influence at work in this man. He employs a phrase, combining ‘spirit,’ ‘unclean,’ and ‘demon.’  Additional adjectives [to the word ‘spirit’] are needed here to negate any possible confusion between the spirits at work in the narrative [and the Holy Spirit].  ‘Demons’ might refer to divinities in a more neutral or positive way in the Greco-Roman world.  By using all three terms in this one instance, Luke can specify for his audience his own vocabulary for evil spirits.”


f.  “Presumably Jesus discussed Satan’s activity in His teaching as something elicited this response from the demoniac; otherwise, Satan is seen as choosing to confront Jesus.  This hypothesis also provides a good basis for understanding the amazement at His teaching, for He confidently ventured into a topic on which the scribes could not (and probably, out of fear, would not) teach with authority.  Faced with an exposé of his work, Satan was obliged to confront Jesus.  This demon acted on behalf of the demonic world, as the switch from singular to plural [in the next verse] indicates.”


g.  “Demons are evil intelligences who seek to gain control of human beings as media of expression.”


h.  “We should think that the demon would drive the man away from Jesus in order to keep his hold on him the longer.  It is beyond us [no, it is just beyond you] why the devil rushes the man into the presence of Jesus and singles out Jesus as he does.”
  No, it is just beyond Lenski.  It was a deliberate and strategically timed satanic attack on the ministry of Jesus and the plan and will of the Father.
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