John 1:1
Luke 4:30



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to pass through an obstacle, penetrate; Lk 2:35; pass a guard Acts 12:10; through the midst of them Lk 4:30; through a needle’s eye Mt 19:24; Mk 10:25.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after passing through.”

This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular adjective MESOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “through the middle of them.”

“However, after passing through the middle of them,”
 is the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  With this we have the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go; travel; or proceed; to depart.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past action without reference to its conclusion.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“He departed.”
Lk 4:30 corrected translation
“However, after passing through the middle of them, He departed.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, after passing through the middle of them,”

a.  In contrast to the crowd’s intent to kill Jesus by throwing or pushing Him off the brow of a hill to rocks below, Jesus turns and walks through the crowd away from the precipice.  And He didn’t avoid the crowd, but walked right through the middle of them in total defiance of their will.


b.  Did Jesus “hide Himself” as in Jn 8:59 and Jn 12:36?  Did He use His omnipotence to protect Himself?  Did He use any part of His deity to protect Himself?  Certainly not.  Doing so would have involved the use of deity to provide for Himself, which would mean that He was not depending upon the provision of God the Father, which is the exact test that Satan challenged Him with at the pinnacle of the Temple and in suggesting that He turn stones into bread.  In both cases Jesus would have been using His deity in violation of the principle of kenosis, in which He emptied Himself of the normal function of deity, in order to function like all other human beings (Phil 2:7).


c.  If Jesus did not supernaturally provide protection for Himself, then did God the Father or God the Holy Spirit?  Yes, they could have, but Luke doesn’t say that they did, when it could have so easy for him to do so.  Luke’s silence in this respect points more to the fact that the other members of the Trinity didn’t act at this point.


d.  The non-supernatural explanation is that the power of the person presence of Jesus simply refused to permit the crowd to control Him any further.  With a look of determination and bodily language that matched, the men in the crowd may have suddenly realized that the miracle they wanted to see might be all of them dropping dead simultaneously.  Mass rage may have suddenly turned to mass fear.  However, we have no indication from Luke that this is the case either.


e.  Jesus did the same thing here that He later did in Jerusalem, Jn 10:39, “Therefore they were seeking again to arrest Him, and He escaped from their hands.”
2.  “He departed.”

a.  Having defiantly walked right through the middle of the crowd seeking to kill Him, Jesus departed Nazareth and returned to Capernaum.


b.  Not stated, but logically assumed is that Jesus’ disciples went with Him as well as the members of His family (assuming that they joined in the trip back home, which is far more likely than not—would not Mary and her sons want to visit her daughters/sisters?)  The return to Capernaum was only fifteen to twenty miles and could have been walked in a day.  Remembering that it was the Sabbath and people were only allowed to walk 1.2 miles on the Sabbath, it is likely that Jesus and His entourage didn’t stop after that distance and rest for the remainder of the day.  It was still morning.  It is more likely that they spent the rest of that day walking back to Capernaum.   Jesus was not bound by some man-made Pharisaic rule.  He was “the Lord of the Sabbath.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus walks away from His second encounter with the edge of a high locale (Lk 4:9–12).  It is debated whether a miracle is implied here, and it is hard to tell.  But Jesus escapes this threat, since it is not yet His time to suffer at the hands of rejecters.  This event is but the first act of conflict and the first of several conflicts on the Sabbath.  Nonetheless, Jesus departs and the story picks up with Him in Capernaum.”


b.  “Luke no doubt described a miraculous escape from the angry crowd.”
  This is pure speculation.  Luke normally states that miracles are miracles, when they occur.

c.  “The nature of Jesus’ escape from the violent mob bent on stoning Him is not developed, though one may hear in the background reverberations of the divine promise misapplied by the devil in Lk 4:10–11.”


d.  “Whether the Father hides Him (Jer 36:26), Jesus’ attitude silences them, or His townspeople suddenly realize what they are doing to one of their own, Jesus walks through the crowd unharmed—His hour had not yet come.”


e.  “In a further remarkable demonstration of His deity [conjecture and speculation], He calmly walked through the lynch mob!”


f.  “This was divine protection.”
  This is probably correct, yet Luke doesn’t say so, when it was so easy for him to do so.

g.  “His commanding presence [another speculation, but at least probable] and divine protection took Him unharmed through the angry mob.”


h.  “It is not clear whether a miraculous escape is meant.”


i.  “No miracle is intended, but only the marvel of the power always exerted by a tranquil spirit and firm will over human passions.”


j.  “They had asked for a miracle, and this [passing through them unharmed] was the miracle granted to them.  Those who think that is was His determined look or personal majesty which saved Him, have to explain why this did not prevent them from casting Him out of the synagogue.  It seems better to understand a miracle dependent on the will of Jesus.  And, so far as we know, He did not return to Nazareth.”


j.  “This sign [walking through the murderous crowd] of His miraculous might Jesus left them in order to strike dismay into their hearts, to lead them to repentance, if possible, to warm them of His power of judgment if they continued obstinate.”
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