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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He.”  With this we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach.”


The imperfect tense is an ingressive imperfect, which describes the beginning of a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  It is translated by the auxiliary verb “began teaching.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun SUNAGWGĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in their synagogues.”

“And He began teaching in their synagogues”
 is the nominative masculine singular present passive participle of the verb DOXAZW, meaning “to be glorified; to be praised.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what kept occurring at that time.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action.


The participle is a participle of result.  “The participle of result is used to indicate the actual outcome or result of the action of the main verb. It is similar to the participle of purpose in that it views the end of the action of the main verb, but it is dissimilar in that the participle of purpose also indicates or emphasizes intention or design, while result emphasizes what the action of the main verb actually accomplishes.”

Finally, we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “by everyone/all.”

“being praised by everyone.”
Lk 4:15 corrected translation
“And He began teaching in their synagogues, being praised by everyone.”
Mt 4:23-24, “Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.  The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.”

Lk 4:16, 23, “And He came to Nazareth…whatever we heard was done at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.”

Jn 3:22-24, “After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the Judean countryside, and there He was spending time with them and baptizing.  Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and they were coming and were being baptized; for John had not yet been thrown into prison.”

Explanation:
1.  “And He began teaching in their synagogues,”

a.  Jesus had a ministry near at the Jordan River before John the Baptist was arrested according to Jn 3:22-24 (see above).  After John’s arrest, Jesus leaves Judea and relocates to Galilee (Lk 4:14).  Jesus moves Himself and His family from Nazareth to Capernaum, where He begins His ministry of teaching and healing (Mt 4:23-24 see above).  After great success in Galilee, Jesus returns to Nazareth to teach in their synagogue, Lk 4:16, where the townspeople expect Him to do the same miracles of healing He done in Capernaum.


b.  Our verse (Lk 4:15) deals with the period of His successful ministry in Galilee, after leaving the Jordan River ministry and before going to Nazareth, where He will be rejected.


c.  Notice that Luke emphasizes Jesus’ teaching instead of His miracles, because what Jesus said was far more important than the miracles, which proved who He was.  The teaching was more important because His teaching and proclamation of the gospel (Mt 4:23) were the words of eternal life.  The miracles only provided temporal life.


d.  Jesus taught where and when the people were accustomed to gathering—in their synagogue on the Sabbath.  He went to them.  Later they would follow Him (Mt 4:25).


e.  What Jesus taught can be seen in Lk 4:17-22 and Mt 5-7 (the Sermon on the Mount).  But most important of all what Jesus taught can be seen in Jn 3:3-18.

2.  “being praised by everyone.”

a.  The result of Jesus’ teaching is characterized by Luke as highly successful.  No one in Galilee at this stage of Jesus’ ministry had anything bad to say about Him.  He was clearly praised for His teaching, but this probably includes His miracle working as well (Mt 4:23).


b.  Luke expands this statement in Lk 4:22, “And everyone kept on speaking well of Him, and wondering about the gracious words which were going forth from His mouth;”


c.  This phrase by everyone includes the people of Galilee (and Samaria, Jn 4), but does not include the Pharisees (Jn 4:1).
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The synagogues were an open door to Jesus before the hostility of the Pharisees was aroused.  Even the rabbis had not yet learned how to ridicule and oppose Jesus.”


b.  “The source of the public’s interest was Jesus’ synagogue teaching.  Each week the OT was read and men of the community would address the body about the text’s relevance.  Lk 4:16–30 shows how this process worked, as do Acts 13:5–45; 14:1; 17:1, 10.   Jesus’ teaching in such synagogues brought Him…praise.  It is better to see Jesus’ teaching as the exclusive cause of the initial fame.  This fits in nicely with the teaching emphasis in the chapter (4:18–19, 21, 24–25, 31–32, 43–44). Miracles are clearly associated with Jesus in the chapter and are known to the populace, as 4:23 shows.  They also draw attention, but it is the teaching that Luke wishes to emphasize.  Luke’s Gospel stresses Jesus’ teaching ministry (4:31; 5:3, 17; 6:6; 11:1; 13:10, 22, 26; 19:47; 20:1, 21; 21:37; 23:5).  The synagogue is a natural place for Jesus to present His teaching, though Lk 6:17 shows that Jesus was not averse to teaching in other public settings.  The synagogue will be a center for the apostolic teaching as well, especially that of Paul.  Luke will illustrate the nature of Jesus’ teaching frequently in his Gospel, with the parables having a prominent role in Luke 9–19.  At this early moment a wave of popularity is sweeping Jesus, but the initial reaction to a public figure is often not the ultimate reaction.  It is with this positive note that Luke introduces Jesus’ ministry.”


c.  “A typical synagogue service opened with an invocation for God’s blessing and then the recitation of the traditional Hebrew confession of faith (Dt 6:4–9; 11:13–21).  This was followed by prayer and the prescribed readings from the Law and from the Prophets, with the reader paraphrasing the Hebrew Scriptures in Aramaic.  This was followed by a brief sermon given by one of the men of the congregation or perhaps by a visiting rabbi (Acts 13:14–16).  If a priest was present, the service closed with a benediction. Otherwise, one of the laymen prayed and the meeting was dismissed.”


d.  “By way of identifying Jesus’ ministry, Luke draws special attention to Jesus as teacher, though without specifying the content of his message. (This will be clarified in 4:16–21.)  It would be erroneous either to argue from this that for Luke teaching outweighs the miraculous in importance, or to suppose that for Luke the Spirit’s empowerment is narrowly related to Jesus’ ministry of proclamation.  Luke carefully balances teaching and the miraculous; just as he draws attention here to teaching, so elsewhere he can accentuate healing and exorcisms (cf., e.g., 4:40–41; 6:17–19).  Both Lk 4:14b and verse 15b emphasize the extension of Jesus’ reputation from early on in His public career.  The first such evidence of this is neutral; “a report [news about Him]… spread,” but the nature of that report is lacking.  The second is overwhelmingly positive.  Indeed, ‘praise’ here may mean nothing more than that He enjoyed human favor at the onset of His mission.  This contrasts sharply with the final response given Him in the first episode of His public career (4:28–29).”


e.  “The Greek word rendered ‘glorified’ [in some translations] in Lk 4:15 means ‘praised, exalted, honored.’  It is easy to mistakenly regard this word as meaning ‘worship,’ but the context and subsequent events clearly restrict the meaning here to praising or honoring Jesus.  So our Lord’s preaching initially met with a favorable hearing, but as the sincerity of His challenge was realized this would change.  We must note Jn 4:44, for it is vital to recognize that Jesus knew what the outcome of His Galilean ministry would be before it commenced.  We can also see this as confirmation of Jn 2:24–25, as well as our Lord’s statement of the spiritual principles that men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil (Jn 3:19).  These spiritual laws establish that the majority will not only reject but also resist His ministry.  The sensitive reader is already on notice—Jesus knows He will not be accepted by mankind at large.”


f.  “Luke mentions only the most important feature of Jesus’ activity, his teaching in the synagogues, the imperfect tense indicates that steady [habitual] practice of Jesus.  Synagogues were used also on two of the weekdays [Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday].  Luke is speaking in general of Galilee where no opposition had as yet arisen.”
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