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
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb SUNTELEW, which means “to bring to an end; to finish; to complete.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the devil produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after finishing.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PAS plus the noun PEIRASMOS, meaning “all the testing/tempting.”

“And after finishing all the tempting,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “the devil.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APHISTĒMI, which means “to go away, to withdraw; to keep away.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the devil produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from Him” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the preposition ACHRI plus the adverbial genitive of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, meaning “until time,” which is an idiom, meaning “for a while.”
  See Acts 13:11.

“the devil kept away from Him for a while.”
Lk 4:13 corrected translation
“And after finishing all the tempting, the devil kept away from Him for a while.”
Mt 4:10-11, “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”’  Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.”

Explanation:
1.  “And after finishing all the tempting,”

a.  Compare Luke’s final statement with Matthew’s.  Matthew’s third temptation is Luke’s second temptation.  Therefore, the words “You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only” follow naturally in Matthew’s narrative, whereas they would be out of place in Luke’s.  Luke’s account does not have Jesus ordering the devil to leave, probably because Luke doesn’t want to be redundant or because he didn’t have the same source material as Matthew.  The only phrase Luke has in common with Matthew at this point is “Then the devil left Him.”  It is a little surprising that Luke didn’t write: “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan!’  Then the devil left Him,” which seems to be the more natural ending to the story.  We should also note that Luke says nothing about angels coming and ministering to Jesus.  What would this ministry consist of?  They probably brought Him food and something wonderful to drink.  Was this inappropriate or a violation of the plan of God the Father?  Certainly not.  It was very much the will of the Father that He provide for His Son, just as Jesus had faith that He would.  Mk 1:13 also mentions the angels ministering to Jesus.

b.  However, what Luke does include that Matthew does not have is our clause: “after finishing all the tempting.”  Luke concludes the story of the temptations of Jesus by telling us that Satan was temporarily finished testing and tempting Jesus.  Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ order for the devil to depart.  Luke emphasizes the devil’s volitional decision to temporarily end the testing.  Both are equally true.  Jesus wanted the devil gone and the devil wanted to get away at that moment.


c.  The phrase “all the testing/tempting” implies that there were more than just the three temptations mentioned here.  This is not to suggest that there were more testings after the three temptations mentioned, because Matthew closes the scene with Jesus’ order for the devil to leave.  However, the implication is that there were more tests prior to these three temptations.


d.  The main point in both Matthew and Luke’s accounts is that testing/temptations by Satan stopped for a period of time.  Jesus got relief from the devious and subtle attacks, relief which was richly deserved.

2.  “the devil kept away from Him for a while.”

a.  Luke looks at the final scene of the story from the standpoint of the devil and makes him the subject of the action.  Matthew looks at the same scene from the standpoint of Jesus and makes Him the subject of the action.  Both see the same scene from two different angles.


b.  The devil kept away from Jesus for a while because Jesus had ordered him to leave.  The devil wasn’t stupid and obeyed the order given to him, but only for a while.  He had every intention of coming back as soon as possible.  It is Satan behind the crowd of Nazareth, seeking to kill Jesus in verses 28-29.  The devil was back in full attack mode within a couple of weeks at most.


c.  Jesus was given time to regroup and recover His strength before beginning His public ministry.  And as soon as He began His ministry by teaching in Galilee, the devil came after Him again.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Probably all during the forty days the devil tempted Him, but three temptations are representatives of all. The phrase ‘for a while’ means until a good opportunity should return.  We are thus to infer that the devil returned to his attack from time to time.  In the Garden of Gethsemane he tempted Jesus more severely than here.  He was here trying to thwart the purpose of Jesus to go on with His Messianic plans, to trip him at the start.  In Gethsemane the devil tried to make Jesus draw back from the culmination of the Cross with all its agony and horror.  The devil attacked Jesus by the aid of Peter (Mk 8:33), through the Pharisees (Jn 8:40ff.), besides Gethsemane (Lk 22:42, 53).”


b.  “The English words ‘for a while’ could imply that there are times when the saint is free from the temptations of Satan, and thus he might relax his vigilance.  But the Greek words do not permit of such a thought.  The thought in the original text is that Satan departed from our Lord until a more opportune, propitious, or favorable time, when our Lord would be more susceptible to temptation, when Satan could work more effectively.  The word ‘departed’ is from a Greek word which literally means ‘to stand off from.’  Thus Satan never leaves the saint alone.  If he ceases his activities, it is only that he might stand off from him and wait for a time when the saint is more susceptible to temptation.  Therefore, the price of victory over Satan is in everlasting watchfulness, ‘lest Satan should get an advantage of us, for we are not ignorant of his devices’ (2 Cor 2:11).”


c.  “The reference to completing the temptation adds evidence to the suggestion that Luke saw these three temptations as the end of a string of temptations.  The reference to the devil’s departure for a time is provocative.  The battle between the adversary and Jesus is a constant one in the Gospel, as Lk 22:28 makes clear.  Nevertheless, the conflict rages more heatedly in the final moments of the drama.  A final peculiar omission of material occurs here.  At the end of this account, Luke omits the reference to angelic ministry, even though he readily refers to angelic activity.  The omission in light of the reference to angels in both Mark and Matthew is peculiar and might again suggest an independent source.  On the other hand, the Lucan omission of Jesus’ instruction to Satan to depart can be explained more easily, since that command belonged to the final temptation of Matthew, which Luke has earlier.  Thus, it dropped out in Luke’s rearrangement of the temptation’s order.”


d.  “Jesus came out of the wilderness a victor, but Satan did not give up.  He watched for other opportunities to tempt the Savior away from the Father’s will.”


e.  “The tests faced here encapsulate all the tests Jesus would meet during the course of His ministry.  And tests would certainly continue—not merely where demonic forces or Satan himself is mentioned, but throughout His ministry as He encounters forces hostile to God’s purpose.  As we have learned, behind all such opposition stands the devil, so that Jesus can characterize His whole ministry with the language of testing (Lk 22:28).  The completion of this testing is evident in a second way too.  By facing these tests and proving His fidelity, Jesus has demonstrated unequivocally His faithful obedience to God and thus His competence to engage in ministry publicly as God’s Son.  As in similar scenes in roughly contemporaneous Jewish texts, the devil’s departure from Jesus signals the devil’s concession of defeat and concomitant shameful withdrawal.”


f.  “To most ancient readers, the devil’s departure would have implied at least his temporary defeat.”


g.  “All three temptations were made by Satan with the purpose of confusing or compromising God’s plan.  The temptations which Satan presents to you and me as believers have the same purpose.  If Jesus had yielded to these temptations His witness would have been undermined and compromised.  When we yield to temptation we not only give Satan a victory, but also compromise and weaken our witness for the Savior Who gave His life for us.  We can resist temptation, but if we do not we make God a liar.  The essential points we can and should learn from this consideration are: first, the fact that we need never yield to temptation (1 Cor 10:13).  Second, Jesus’ example of understanding and using Scripture to rebut temptation is of paramount importance to us, for, beside pointing out the best means of countering Satan, it provides us with another rationale for diligent Bible study.  Third, Jesus’ guiding principle was whether Satan’s temptation compromised God’s will for His life (and Jesus saw His life as a ministry to serve others).  Consider the assurances God has given us in 1 Cor 10:13: first, that He will limit our temptations to what we individually are able to endure; second, that He will provide us with the means of escaping from temptation; and third, that Jesus will aid us in resisting temptation.  Why does God allow Satan to tempt us?  God allows us the privilege of involvement in His spiritual battle against Satan, for if we resist Satan we demonstrate that a weak human being who puts his trust in God is stronger than the mightiest angel ever created (Jude 9), an angel who rebelled against God.  We are given the privilege of being an instrument to prove that God is greater than Satan!”


h.  “Though defeated, Satan intended to attack Jesus again at such a time as promised him better success.  He did not come again in person but sought to turn Jesus from His course through others.”
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