John 1:1
Luke 4:1



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  (“The resumptive use of DE, after a parenthesis, to go on with the main story.”
)  With this we have the appositional/explanatory nominative from the masculine singular adjective PLĒRĒS, meaning “full of”
 plus the objective genitive or genitive of content from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “the Holy Spirit.”

“Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPOSTREPHW, which means “to return.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and proper noun IORDANĒS, meaning “from the Jordan.”

“returned from the Jordan”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular imperfect passive indicative from the verb AGW, which means “to be led.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action of being led.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “by the Spirit.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and adjective ERĒMOS, meaning “in the wilderness/desert.”

“and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness”
Lk 4:1 corrected translation
“Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness”
Mt 4:1, “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”

Mk 1:12, “Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.”

Explanation:
1.  “Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,”

a.  Luke transitions his story of the first advent of the Messiah from the baptism of Jesus and His genealogy to the beginning of His public ministry.


b.  The use of the title “Jesus” emphasizes the true humanity of Christ.  What is about to be described deals solely and completely with our Lord’s humanity.  His deity was not involved in any way in helping Him.  His temptations came exclusively to His humanity; for deity can have nothing to do with sin.  Deity cannot be tempted to sin; only humanity can be tempted.  Thus, Luke emphasizes the real, true humanity of Christ as the subject of the action and recipient of the devil’s temptations.


c.  Next Luke points out that Jesus is full of the Holy Spirit, which means He is under the complete influence of the Holy Spirit.  This is a continuation of the action of the Holy Spirit at Jesus’ baptism, Lk 3:22, “and the Holy Spirit came down in bodily form like a pigeon, and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’”  Some theologians describe this filling as being under the control of the Holy Spirit.  The problem with the word “control” is that it leaves the impression that Jesus has no free will in the matter.  The Holy Spirit didn’t take away the free will of Jesus and control Him, so that He could not do what He wanted.  The free will of the Lord was fully functional.  He followed the leading and direction of the Holy Spirit in preparation for what was to come.  He wasn’t being forced by the Holy Spirit to do anything.  If anything, we should probably say that our Lord was full of the influence, guidance, and direction of the Holy Spirit.

2.  “returned from the Jordan”

a.  Luke adds this clause to tie the story back into the baptism event, which has just preceded this leading by the Spirit.  ‘The Jordan’ refers to the river where John had baptized Jesus the previous day.


b.  The verb ‘returned’ is interesting, because it implies that Jesus had been in the wilderness before going to the Jordan and was now returning to the wilderness.  We have no direct statement that this is the case, but that is the implication of the verb ‘returned’.  More likely this is saying that Jesus had to go through the wilderness area that exists on both sides of this river before you come to the river itself, which means that Jesus had to pass through a wilderness area before getting to the river and then after His baptism returned to this same wilderness area.

3.  “and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness”

a.  Luke adds that upon returning to this wilderness area our Lord was then led by the Holy Spirit within this wilderness area.


b.  The word ‘wilderness’ refers to an uninhabited area, which may or may not be a desert.  There are areas in the mountains in California that are covered with trees and other vegetation that are as much wilderness as the low desert of the Mohave.  Both are very much wildernesses, but are totally different in vegetation.  We should not think of this wilderness as being a complete sand desert like the Sahara.


c.  The point being made is that Jesus didn’t have contact with anyone for the next forty days while walking around in this wilderness.  We can only wonder what His family must have thought when He went missing for almost seven weeks (forty days in the desert plus a couple days walk to get from Nazareth to the Jordan and another couple of days getting back plus one day at the Jordan and one day of temptations: 40+2+2+1+1).

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The saying in Lk 4:1 means simply that the moving of Jesus to Galilee was ‘fully’ under the direction of the Holy Spirit.”
  “Jesus becomes the subject of an action in the Holy Spirit.  He is not a pneumatic, but the Lord of the ‘Spirit’.”


b.  “The phrase ‘full of the Holy Spirit’ is an evident allusion to the descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus at his baptism.  The distinctness of the Persons in the Trinity is shown there, but with evident unity.  Mt 4:1 says that ‘Jesus was led of the Spirit’ while Mk 1:12 states that ‘the Spirit drives Him forth’.  ‘Jesus had been endowed with supernatural power; and He was tempted to make use of it in furthering his own interests without regard to the Father’s will’ (Plummer).  Luke affirms that Jesus was now continuously under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.”


c.  “The double reference to the Spirit is the prominent feature of Luke’s introduction to the temptations. Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit and was led into the wilderness by the Spirit.  Such an emphasis makes clear that Jesus’ being exposed to temptation was not His fault in any way.  Rather, this withdrawal was a direct result of God’s leading.  The characterization of Jesus as full of the Spirit is typical Lucan terminology to describe a spiritual person (Lk 1:15, 41, 67; Acts 6:3, 5; 7:55; 11:24).  Just as Simeon was led to the temple in Lk 2:27, so Jesus is taken into the wilderness.  The account itself will serve to verify why Jesus can be described in these terms.  Though each of the Synoptics speaks of Jesus’ being led by the Spirit into this situation.  Luke’s double reference to the Spirit makes the point with more emphasis.  It makes clear that the spiritual impulse that guided Jesus was an internal, spiritual one from God.  hypestrepsen can be taken in one of two ways: either Jesus ‘returned’ to Galilee or He ‘withdrew’ [BDAG, Louw-Nida, and Liddell-Scott gives no such meaning for this word] from the Jordan area.  Since Luke does not mention from where Jesus came to the Jordan River, it is more natural to see here a reference to a withdrawal from the Jordan.  [That’s fine if the verb meant ‘withdraw’, which it does not.]  Only Luke names the Jordan as the general locale, but even he does not specify the exact location of the temptations beyond its being called the wilderness.”


d.  “Luke picked up the account of the preparation of the Lord’s ministry where he left off in Lk 3:23.  Interestingly the Spirit led Him into the desert, where for 40 days He was tempted by the devil [or was He tempted after the forty days were completed and then the tempting began?].  The traditional site of Jesus’ temptation is a barren area northwest of the Dead Sea.”


e.  “There is one immensely consequential provision with respect to this reading of Jesus’ active role.  This is Luke’s declaration that Jesus is not acting on His own.  Empowered by the Spirit, Jesus is full of the Spirit, and inspired by the Spirit.  His central, active role is therefore fundamentally as God’s agent, and it is this special relationship and its implications that lie at the root of Jesus’ identity in Luke-Acts.  Not surprisingly, it is this that will be tested in the encounter between Jesus and the devil.  As an episode of transition, 4:1–13 is concerned with finalizing the establishment of Jesus’ performative competence prior to His actual assumption of public ministry in the service of God’s salvific aim.  Lk 3:21–38 was in its own way integral to the demonstration of His competence, indicating His possession of the requisite credentials, power, and authority to set forth on His mission.  But these are not enough.  They must be matched with Jesus’ positive response to God’s purpose.  Hence, here Jesus will signal His alignment with God’s will in a way that surpasses the evidence already provided by His display of submission to God at His baptism.  In the OT and in subsequent Jewish tradition, fidelity to God was proven in the midst of testing—whether by the direct action of God Himself, through difficult circumstances, or by the direct activity of the devil.  In the present scene, the testing conducted by the devil seeks specifically to controvert Jesus’ role as Son of God either by disallowing the constraints of that relationship or by rejecting it outright.”


f.  “The purpose of this section is to demonstrate that Jesus could not sin, and was therefore qualified to die a substitutionary death for all mankind and to be the God-appointed Savior.  We should note that this section opens by informing us that Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit.  This explains why the Holy Spirit became visible at Jesus’ baptism and links this section to its predecessor. This fact is highly significant, for in this use of the Holy Spirit Jesus became a model for all Christians. Phil 2:7 tells us that Christ Jesus laid aside (emptied Himself of) His divine privileges when He became a man; so Lk 4:1 indicates that He conducted His earthly ministry in the power and enabling of the Holy Spirit.  His ministry thus becomes a model that all the regenerate can emulate, for He conducted it as a man, not in His power as God.  [Certain miracles were performed to prove that He was God, but not to benefit Himself.  Our Lord never used His deity to benefit Himself, but did use it to prove that He was God.]  Moreover, the fact that John the Baptist had already taught that Jesus would baptize in the Holy Spirit establishes that the power of the Holy Spirit is available to all believers, for He baptizes all saints in the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:13).”


g.  “ ‘Being led by the Spirit’ is an indication of the voluntary submission of Christ to the Spirit during His earthly ministry.”


h.  “The Spirit is not an external, compulsive force upon Jesus but an inward inspiration; ‘under the impulse of the Spirit’ rather than ‘in an ecstatic condition’.  The role of the Spirit is primarily guidance, but there is no reason to exclude the thought of His powerful inspiration, which enabled Jesus to overcome the tempter.”


i.  “Jesus ‘turned back from the Jordan,’ from the place where John had baptized Him, and went into the wilderness.  Matthew writes that ‘he was led up,’ meaning from the Ghor, the deep depression through which the Jordan winds its way.  The rocky heights on both sides are wild and rugged.”
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