John 1:1
Luke 3:9
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 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, used “in combination with KAI for heightened emphasis, meaning: but also, but even.”
  With this we have the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, meaning “even now in combination with KAI Lk 3:9.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AXINĒ, which means “the axe.”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun HRIZA, meaning “at the root.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural article and noun DENDRON, meaning “of the trees.”  Next we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KEIMAI, which means ‘to lie: is laid.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes an action that is in progress right now.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the axe) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But even now the axe is laid at the root of the trees.”
 is the inferential postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS with the noun DENDRON, meaning “every tree.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative neuter singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to produce: producing.”


The present tense is a tendential and customary present, which describes what is not yet occurring but is expected to take place.


The active voice indicates that every tree is expected to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS and adjective KALOS, meaning “good fruit.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb EKKOPTW, which means “to be cut down.”


The present tense is an aoristic/customary present, which describes the action as a typical or customary fact.


The active voice indicates that every tree not producing good fruit receives the action of being cut down.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “into the fire.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to be thrown.”


The present tense is an aoristic/customary present (see above).  This can also be regarded as gnomic present for a universal truth.


The passive voice indicates that the worthless trees receive the action of being thrown.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and is being thrown into the fire.’”
Lk 3:9 corrected translation
“But even now the axe is laid at the root of the trees.  Therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and is being thrown into the fire.’”
Mt 3:10, “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “But even now the axe is laid at the root of the trees.”

a.  John continues his warning to the crowds, which include the scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees.  In contrast to God being able to raise up descendants for Abraham, those who reject the Messiah are in imminent danger of death.


b.  When an axe is laid at the base of a tree, the tree is being chopped down, and therefore, it is about to die.  This word picture is indirectly describing what is about to happen to those who reject the Messiah.  The near fulfillment of this prophecy would occur in 70 A.D.  The far fulfillment will occur at the second advent of Christ.


c.  The word “trees” is in the plural, indicating the many people who will come under divine discipline.  The word “now” indicates that this divine discipline is in the process of occurring.  It has begun and will continue.  The axe represents the discipline of God.  God is the one doing the chopping.  The root represents the very life of the tree.

2.  “Therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down”

a.  As a consequence of God’s action every tree not producing good fruit is cut down.  Each tree represents each individual person.  In this case each tree represents each unbeliever.  Being cut down is a metaphor for physical death.  The good fruit is changing one’s mind about the Messiah and believing in Him.


b.  Faith in the Messiah is good fruit.  In fact it is the best fruit, because it testifies to the fact that God is love and provides salvation for all His creatures that believe in His love.  Man has been created by God in order to believe in God’s love.  Every man that does receives eternal life as a free gift from God.  Every man who does not believe in the love of God is cut down like a fruitless, useless tree.


c.  The good fruit represents divine good.  Divine good is what a person does when they believe in Christ and then everything that they do after salvation from the influence and teaching of the Holy Spirit and the word of God.

3.  “and is being thrown into the fire.’”

a.  The fire here is not the lake of fire (Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;’”), which is the ultimate residence of all unbelievers, but the intermediate residence of all unbelievers in the compartment of Hades called Torments.  Being thrown into this place of fire is what happens to the unbeliever at death.  The tree is useless and therefore destroyed in the fire.  The unbeliever is useless to God and thrown into their own place of fire, while they await their last judgment and the lake of fire. 


b.  This place of fire is mentioned in the following Scriptures:



(1)  2 Pet 2:4, “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;”



(2)  Lk 16:22-24, “Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.  In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.’”



(3)  Mk 9:47-48, “If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell,
where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.”


c.  Notice the present tense of the verb ‘is being thrown’.  This action by God began in the past with the death of the first unbeliever and continues throughout human history until the end of the Gog-Magog revolution.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “John follows with an eschatological warning of great significance, since he focuses on the nearness of the approaching judgment.  ‘Already’ serves along with the present tense (is lying) to stress the nearness of God’s decisive judgment.  The implication is that John’s audience may not think God’s decisive judgment is near.  However, it is nearer than they think, since the ax is ready to fall.  The ax primed to fall is a very explicit figure for the clearing away of those who are not fruitful.  The passive verb may well suggest that God is the agent who will wield the ax.  The picture is of the ax aimed at the root.  If the ax falls, it will chop away at the roots, and the tree will be destroyed.  Hosea 10:1–2 and Jer 2:21–22 use the image to depict the nation’s destruction in judgment, while Isa 10:33–34 uses the figure to depict the removal of the Assyrians, and Amos 2:9 uses it of the Amorites.  As Lk 7:29–35 will explain, John the Baptist’s ministry, like Jesus’ ministry, forces choices and creates a division among people.  The ax will make distinctions, since it is aimed only at fruitless trees.  More than one tree is in view, since John speaks of every tree.  John stresses that only the unfruitful, the unrepentant, need to be concerned about the ax’s falling.  They are the ones who will be cut down.  Jesus uses this same imagery (Lk 6:43–49; 13:7, 9; Jn 15:1–6).  The fruitless trees are not only cut down, they are cast into fire.  In the NT fire is a picture of consuming destruction (Lk 3:17; 9:54; 17:29; Mt 5:22, 29; Jn 15:6).  Once the ax falls in a judgment that is near, there is no hope.  Thus, the summary of John’s message on repentance finishes where it started—with a graphic warning about God’s coming wrath in judgment for those who fail to discern the times correctly.  For Luke, John’s ministry refers to both Messiah and judgment.  In fact, it is judgment that makes preparation for Messiah so imperative.  John called for personal decisions that would determine one’s fate.  How one decided about the source of John’s preaching and about John’s view of being rightly related to God through repentance was a personal eschatological decision of the greatest importance.  With the ministries of John and Jesus came the critical time of decision.  Jesus’ coming will force people to look at themselves and make decisions that determine their eternal fate.  One can be aided in understanding Jesus by understanding how John prepared the way for him.  The judgment of God draws near in that however one decides on the message of John and Jesus will represent how one responds to God’s message and thus how God will deal with that individual. Just as in John’s Gospel the cross can be viewed as the source of the decisive defeat of Satan, even though the ultimate defeat is yet to come, so the Baptist’s coming (and that of Jesus) can be regarded as judgment drawing near, even though the actual judgment they discuss is yet to come.  For the decision that one makes about John’s ministry and about his greater successor Jesus will determine precisely whether God’s judgment will fall.  John prepares for Messiah in noting the decisive nature of the times. John warns the crowd to see their need for repentance and to live fruitfully. John opens the door for Messiah, who will bring the forgiveness that the responsive know they need.”


b.  “For John, the urgency of the moment allows for no leisure in this matter; people must act ‘at once’ to manifest their realignment of loyalties around God’s purpose in concrete ways.”


c.  “Hewing down the unfruitful tree is symbolic of the separation of unproductive and unrighteous men from life in the kingdom of God.”


d.  “In the background of Mt 3:10 par Lk 3:9 is the common metaphor of Israel as God’s plant.  John the Baptist warned that Israel was threatened with complete destruction if it did not repent.”


e.  “John, however, bolstered his plea for repentance with a solemn warning of impending doom for those who do not repent.  Notice particularly John’s illustration of the ax, for he said that anyone who does not produce fruit is damned.  Does this mean we are saved by works?  No, not at all, but it does mean that if we are saved we have works and therefore if we don’t have works, we are not saved.  This is straight talk, and that is what John, God’s specially ordained minister, was known for.  He did not compromise matters one iota.”


f.  “Unproductive trees were cut down for firewood. The nation had not brought forth fruits that God expected, and judgment was imminent.”


g.  “After love and grace fail to appeal, the threat and the terror of judgment alone are left.  The plural ‘trees’ is a designation for all the impenitent Jews.  Mal 4:1, ‘The day is coming that shall burn as an oven.’  All God’s judgments are like fire.  The fire of the figurative language merges into the fire of the literal passages.  The Sadducees of all ages have tried to quench this fire by making sport of it but thereby only prepare themselves the more for it and hasten its coming for themselves.”
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