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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, come to pass.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation about to be described) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the neuter singular articular aorist passive infinitive of the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the people received the action of being baptized.


The preposition EN with the infinitive of time indicates contemporaneous time and the word “while” is usually used in translation.

This is followed by the accusative ‘subject’ of the infinitive from the masculine singular adjective HAPAS, meaning “all” plus the article and noun LAOS, meaning “the people.”

“Now it came to pass while all the people were being baptized”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that” (especially after GINOMAI in the expression ‘it came about that’ as in: Mt 9:20; Mk 2:15 and many other passages).
  With this we have the genitive absolute construction, which consists of the genitive masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus,” which functions as the subject of the genitive masculine singular aorist passive participle of the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action of being baptized.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after being baptized.”

“that after Jesus was baptized”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that coincides with the action of the main verb and can be translated “while He was praying.”

Finally, we have an accusative-infinitive construction, in which the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “heaven” in the accusative case function as the ‘subject’ of the aorist passive infinitive from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to be opened.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the heavens received the action of being opened.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in this Attic Greek construction.

“and while He was praying, heaven was opened,”
Lk 3:21 corrected translation
“Now it came to pass while all the people were being baptized that after Jesus was baptized and while He was praying, heaven was opened,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now it came to pass while all the people were being baptized”

a.  Luke transitions us to a new subject, which is related to the ministry of John the Baptist.  The new subject is the baptism of Jesus.


b.  The background for this new subject is simply stated that the baptism of Jesus occurred while all the other people were in the process of being baptized.  This means that some people came before Jesus and some people came after Jesus, which tells us that John’s ministry didn’t end the moment Jesus was baptized.  In fact, other Scriptures tell us that Jesus began His ministry of having His disciples baptize people in the same vicinity where John continued baptizing (Jn 3:22-23).

2.  “that after Jesus was baptized”

a.  Luke then notes the important fact that Jesus was baptized by John.  This is the ultimate validation of the ministry of John the Baptist; for even the perfect, sinless Lord Jesus Christ submitted to the ritual of water baptism.  Since Jesus was sinless, the baptism of Jesus was not for the purpose of forgiveness of sins as it was for others who came to John.  The Lord’s baptism was a completely different identification.  The water represented the Father’s plan, will and purpose for the Son of God.  Going into the water represented our Lord’s total submission to and immersion in the plan of the Father.  Coming out of the water represented His sinless perfection, which would be immediately be tested by Satan as the next significant event in the life of Jesus.


b.  The aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb.  The main verb is “was opened” and the aorist participle is “was baptized.”  After Jesus was baptized, the heaven was opened.  Going into the water represented our Lord’s willingness to enter into the Father’s plan of salvation for all mankind.  The humanity of Christ had to agree to the plan of the Father, which included the testing by Satan before the heaven was opened to reveal the blessing of the Holy Spirit upon Him.


c.  The point is that the baptism was completed before the heavens opened.  Therefore, anyone who claims to have received the blessing of the Holy Spirit while still in the water is probably not telling the truth.  It wasn’t until after the ritual was completed that the Holy Spirit came down and rested on Him.  Mk 1:9-10, “And it came to pass in those days [that] Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens being divided, and the Spirit descending like a dove on Him;”
3.  “and while He was praying, heaven was opened,”

a.  Luke adds the detail that Jesus was praying, when the heaven was opened.  The sequence is very simple: John baptizes Jesus; Jesus leaves the water; Jesus is praying and as He is praying the heaven was opened.


b.  What was Jesus praying for?  We are not told and speculation must be very tentative at this point.  Our Lord may have been giving thanks to the Father for His plan and allowing Him to be a part of that plan to the glory of the Father.  He may have been giving thanks for the opportunity to validate the ministry of John.  One thing He was not doing was praying for the Holy Spirit to fill Him, indwell Him, or come down upon Him.  Jesus was filled with the Spirit from birth (If John the Baptist was filled with the Spirit from birth, how much more so the Lord Jesus Christ?).  The Lord did not have to ask for any of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.  He had them all from birth due to His sinless perfection.  Perhaps our Lord was asking the Father for the power to execute His will, and the Father responded by sending the Spirit upon Him as a guarantee and provision of that power.


c.  The heaven that was opened was the third heaven, the residence of the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son (prior to the Incarnation of Jesus).  How heaven is opened we are not told and speculation is impossible.  This is language of accommodation, so we can have some sort of understanding of what is happening.  Does the third heaven have doors, or pearly gates?  That is highly unlikely.  But in some manner the third heaven is able to be opened for people to see inside it, just as Stephen declared before his martyrdom, Acts 7:56, “Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God.” 
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke does not say that all the people were baptized before Jesus came or were baptized at the same time.  It is merely a general statement that Jesus was baptized in connection with or at the time of the baptizing of the people as a whole.  In Luke’s sentence the baptism of Jesus is merely introductory to the descent of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the Father.  For the narrative of the baptism see Mt 3:13–16. Only Luke mentions the praying of Jesus.  The heaven was opened while Jesus was praying though not necessarily in answer to His prayer.”


b.  “Luke gives the divine testimony’s setting.  The grammar indicates that all the clauses of this verse are subordinate to the confession in Lk 3:22.  As a point of transition Luke mentions that all the people were baptized, a reference that underscores the Baptist’s popularity by picturing a vast throng responding to his call.  The use of ‘all people’ is hyperbolic in that Lk 7:30 shows that not every person responded to John.  The hyperbole pictures the large size of the response and not the total number that responded.  The baptism itself is underplayed, since Luke makes clear that the important event followed the actual baptism.  The temporal order is indicated by a contrast between an aorist participle (after he was baptized), and a present participle (while he was praying).  The sequence shows that the only ongoing event at the time of the heavenly voice was the prayer.  In contrast to Mt 3:14–15, Luke makes no point about why Jesus should get baptized.  The theological significance of Jesus’ partaking in the baptism has been much discussed throughout church history.  Jesus’ choice to partake in John’s baptism probably has a threefold role.  First, it represents an endorsement of John’s ministry and message.  Jesus by accepting baptism links his cause to that of John.  Second, it shows how Jesus identified himself with people as he began His ministry.  He identifies with John’s message of repentance and so endorses the need of people to repent.  Third, in the Spirit’s descending, Jesus emerges as the Coming One to whom John pointed and who brings this greater baptism.  Luke reflects only the first and third purpose.  Luke places the heavenly voice after the actual baptism, as do Mt 3:16 and Mk 1:10.  But Luke uniquely notes that Jesus was praying when the voice came.  This focus on prayer is an emphasis of Luke.  Many key events in Jesus’ life are noted as having been accompanied by prayer.  The prayer adds solemnity to the setting, as if Jesus knows He is about to embark on His mission.  The Coming One stands in supplication before the Father as He receives the Father’s endorsement and enablement.  The picture of the heavens opening is a common figure for God’s dramatic action, usually a vision from heaven, or merely for the breaking in of revelation.  Stephen’s vision in Acts 7:56 starts with the opening of the heavens.  The picture is of God stepping out of heaven to address people, of God entering into their everyday world.  This adds to the event’s mood.  Clearly God takes the initiative to show humanity the way to Him.”


c.  “One day Jesus presented Himself for baptism at the Jordan; and John at first refused to comply (Mt 3:13–15).   He knew that Jesus of Nazareth was the perfect Son of God who had no need to repent of sin.  Why then was the sinless Son of God baptized?  To begin with, in His baptism He identified with the sinners that He came to save.  Also, His baptism was the official start of His ministry.  But our Lord’s words tell us the main reason for His baptism: ‘for in this way it is fitting for Us to fulfill all righteousness’.”
  The word “Us” referring to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


d.  “When Luke recorded that heaven was opened, he was conveying the idea that God was breaking into human history with revelation—sovereignly declaring that Jesus is His Son.”


e.  “This complex sentence centers on three infinitive clauses set in parallel: ‘the heaven was opened,’ ‘the Holy Spirit descended,’ and ‘a voice came.’  In fact, these actions are reported to have occurred not during Jesus’ baptism, but afterward, while He was praying.  The initial dependent clauses…stress Jesus’ solidarity with those who had responded positively to John’s message; by participating in the ritual act of baptism, we may recall, they (He) communicated their (His) fundamental orientation around God’s purpose.”
  [or agreement with God’s purpose.]

f.  “Jesus Christ’s baptism was unique as John recognized.  John’s was a baptism of repentance; even John himself needed to repent, but the spotless Lamb of God did not.  This is why John asked Jesus to baptize him.  In Jesus’ case, baptism was a dedicatory rite, for He said it was necessary to fulfill all righteousness.  The Old Testament stipulated that when something was to be dedicated to God’s use it was sprinkled (baptized) with water, thus signifying it was clean and acceptable to Him.  Moreover, this applied to priests too (Ex 29:4), and as they commenced their duties at 30 years of age and the fact that this section particularly draws to our attention that this was Jesus’ age at the time seems to direct us to this explanation.  This, then, was the purpose of Jesus Christ’s baptism: a formal dedication to the Father’s service (something He had spoken of eighteen years previously).  The Father’s audible voice from Heaven and the Holy Spirit’s visible presence confirmed Jesus’ acceptance.”


g.  “Luke’s description of Jesus’ baptism is sketchy.  He gives no details of the location, or even the size of the crowd.  Neither does he shed any light on the question of why Jesus was baptized.  The baptism of John was a ‘baptism of repentance,’ but Jesus, being sinless, clearly had no need of repentance and its accompanying rite.  Jesus was utterly righteous.  He was sinless.  As such, He had no need to undergo John’s baptism, but He did.  Why?  Because as the embodiment of righteousness, he purposely identified with the righteous actions of His people.  Jesus did not come to John to confess and repent of His own sins, of which He had none.  He came to make Himself one with those who did submit to the rite in order to fulfill all that the Law required.  [Rather than Jesus being identified with others, I believe He was identifying Himself with the plan of the Father.  Becoming a human being identified Him with the human race; baptism didn’t do that.]  Once John understood this [that Jesus’ baptism was unique, had a different meaning], he acquiesced to Jesus’ request for baptism.  As Jesus ascended the banks of the Jordan (Mt 3:16, ‘went up out of the water’), the three Persons of the Holy Trinity would celebrate the sonship of the incarnate Messiah.”


h.  “What Jesus does by accepting baptism by John is to enter His Messianic office by means of this act.  By His own baptism He signifies that he is now ready to take upon Himself the load of all these sinners, that is, to assume His redemptive office.”
  In other words, “to fulfill the Father’s plan, will, and purpose” as I said above.


i.  “The opening of the heavens is an indication that divine revelation is about to take place.”
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