John 1:1
Luke 3:20



 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROTITHĒMI, which means “to add.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Herod Antipas produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “on all things,” which is an idiom, meaning “in addition to everything else Lk 3:20.”

“He also added this in addition to everything else:”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATAKLEIW, which means “to lock up; to shut up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates Herod Antipas that produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “John.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun PHULAKĒ, meaning “in prison.”

“he locked John up in prison.”
Lk 3:20 corrected translation
“He also added this in addition to everything else: he locked John up in prison.”
Explanation:
1.  “He also added this in addition to everything else:”

a.  Luke concludes the story of John the Baptist with one of the most evil things Herod ever did in his life.  The phrase “to everything else” refers back to the “evil things” mentioned in the previous verse.


b.  There are three significant things mentioned by Luke that Herod did wrong in addition to all the other evil things that he did:



(1)  Herod Antipas involved himself in an adulterous and incestuous marriage.



(2)  Herod locked John up in prison for doing nothing wrong except exposing publicly the evil being performed by Herod.  Combined with this is the beheading of John, which Luke does not mention, perhaps because this was common knowledge to even a reader such as Theophilus.


(3)  Herod collaborated with Pilate in the crucifixion of Jesus.  (This will be mentioned at the end of Luke’s gospel.)


c.  Herod was an evil man.  He lived a lifestyle of evil.  Evil is anything and everything opposed to the will, plan, and purpose of God.  Herod was opposed to God is every possible way.  Had he been at all interested in God or what God wanted Herod would have come to John for baptism.  But he never had that change of mind that is so important.

2.  “he locked John up in prison.”

a.  Therefore, Luke now mentions the second most evil thing Herod did in his life—he locked up John the Baptist in prison without cause.


b.  John never committed a criminal act, or act of treason, or act of sedition, or any other possible offense that would justify Herod imprisoning him.  The only thing John did was publicly proclaim the sinfulness of Herod’s marriage to his brother’s wife, Herodias.  John’s imprisonment cannot even be characterized as being a political imprisonment, but that is how Herod had to justify imprisoning John.  If John kept proclaiming publicly the evil of Herod’s marriage, then the people might turn against Herod and overthrow his rule.  Thus Herod had to shut John up any way he could.  It should be noted that the high priests in Jerusalem had nothing to say against Herod or his adulterous/incestuous marriage.


c.  The length of John’s imprisonment is debatable, since we don’t know exactly how long it lasted.  But it seem that it lasted at least one year and perhaps even portions of the first two years of Jesus’ public ministry.  Jesus’ public ministry begins a few months after His baptism by John (remember Jesus spent forty days in the desert after he was baptized by John before returning to Galilee and going to the wedding in Cana).

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke describes the worst crime of all.  Herod silenced the criticism of his morals by locking John up. The expression ‘he added … above all’ is an expression from the Septuagint that shows what in Luke’s judgment was the greatest atrocity.  The decision to suppress John the Baptist was an utter rejection by Herod of the prophet’s critique.  Often sin seeks to remove the source of exposure rather than heed a warning of love.  John was placed in prison at the edge of the Dead Sea, and there he met a death that was the product of Herodias’s anger at John’s condemnation (Mt 14:1–12; Mk 6:14–29).”


b.  “Because John rebuked Herod Antipas for his adulterous marriage to Herodias, he was imprisoned by the king and finally beheaded.  However, he had faithfully finished his God-given assignment and prepared the people to meet the Messiah, the Son of God.”


c.  “His entire ministry lasted no more than three years—about one year out of prison and two years in prison.”


d.  “Luke depicts Herod as possessing a history of evil deeds.  We can be certain that these had to do with infractions related to justice and practical holiness—that is, the sorts of behaviors against which John regularly spoke.  Herod lives in opposition to God, so it is only to be expected that he will oppose God’s spokesperson, John.  If this is the lot of those who identify fundamentally with God’s redemptive aim and carry out His mission, what will happen to the One for whom John’s ministry was a preparation?”


e.  “According to Josephus, Herod Antipas feared that John by his fiery preaching might stir up a revolt, so he seized him, imprisoned him at Machaerus East of the Dead Sea, and had him put to death.  In the Gospels John’s rebuke of Herod for marrying his brother’s wife Herodias caused Herod to arrest him (Mk 6:17f.; Mt 14:3f.; Lk 3:19f.).  Quite possibly both explanations contain truth. Herod’s fear of political results from John’s preaching would explain the imprisonment; the scheming of Herodias explains best the extreme step of executing John by beheading him.”


f.  “John’s preaching to Herod Antipas fits prophetic morality, but Herod and his advisers may view it as a political statement, especially given the political cost of Herod’s illicit liaison with Herodias.  Herod’s nemesis, a Nabatean king [the father of Herod’s first wife, whom Herod divorced to marry Herodias], also found ethnic allies in Herod’s subject territory of Perea, and Herod may have viewed John’s preaching in that region (Jn 3:23) as especially damaging.  In ancient Israel prophets normally enjoyed an immunity from persecution that was virtually unparalleled in the ancient Near East (prophets of other nations rarely denounced living kings).”


g.  “Josephus, in the famous passage which confirms and supplements the Gospel narrative respecting the Baptist, says that Antipas put him in prison because of his immense influence with the people.  They seemed to be ready to do whatever he told them and he might tell them to revolt.  This may easily have been an additional reason for imprisoning him: it is no contradiction of the Evangelists.  What Josephus states is what Antipas publicly alleged as his reason for arresting John: of course he would not give his private reasons.  The prison in which the Baptist was confined was in the fortress of Machserus at the N.E. corner of the Dead Sea.  It was here that the daughter of King Aretas fled on her way back to her father [in 26 AD], when she discovered that Antipas meant to discard her for Herodias.  Machrerus was then in her father's dominions; but Antipas probably seized it immediately afterwards.”
  The combination of what Herod did to Aretas’ daughter and the seizure of Machrerus was all the excuse Aretas needed to go to war against Herod, which he did, defeating him in 36 AD.

h.  “Herod laid hands on God’s prophet and silenced his gospel preaching, an act that was worse than his adultery with Herodias.  Even Josephus declares how repulsive to the Jews Herod’s adulterous marriage was which subverted their laws.”
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