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

 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, used in combination with the particle MEN, meaning “So, then” with the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the adjective HETEROS, meaning “other things.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb PARAKALEW, which means “appeal to, urge, exhort, or encourage.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that time.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The participle is a modal participle, which indicates the manner in which the action took place.  The modal participle is translated “by exhorting.”

With this participle we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”

“So by exhorting many other things also,”
 is the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim the gospel/good news to.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that John the Baptist produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LAOS, meaning “the people.”

“he proclaimed the gospel to the people.”
Lk 3:18 corrected translation
“So by exhorting many other things, he proclaimed the gospel to the people.”
Explanation:
1.  “So by exhorting many other things also,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the ministry of John the Baptist by telling us that there were many other things that John taught, said, talked about, urged people, and exhorted people.  The Greek verb also means to appeal to someone and to encourage someone.  Therefore, John’s messages were not all ‘doom and gloom’.  It wasn’t just fire and brimstone sermons from John.  He had many others things to say that were also ‘uplifting’ to people that came to hear him.


b.  John got the attention of people by telling them that some of them were going into unquenchable or inextinguishable fire.  But then he also told them how to be delivered from this fate worse than death.  John also had an urgent plea for the people to believe in the Christ, the Messiah, for that is the only means of salvation.


c.  In the next two verses Luke gives us an example of one of the ‘other things’ that John said to the people—he talked about the moral depravity of one the leaders of the country, Herod Antipas.  Notice that there was no misapplication of the concept of separation of church and state with John.  There was an evil, corrupt leader and John pointed it out publicly.

d.  The phrase ‘many other things’ also suggests that John had a daily ministry.  He taught every day and was available to anyone who wanted to hear him.

2.  “he proclaimed the gospel to the people.”

a.  Luke then mentions the most important message John had for the people.  John proclaimed the message of the gospel to the people.  This is the same message of the gospel that has been proclaimed throughout human history, throughout the Church Age, and will be proclaimed throughout the millennial reign of our Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The message of the gospel is:



(1)  “For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that everyone who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life,” Jn 3:16.



(2)  Acts 2:21, “And it shall be [that] everyone who calls on the person of the Lord will be saved.”



(3)  Acts 4:12, “Furthermore, there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other person under heaven, who has been given among men, by whom it is necessary that we be saved.”



(4)  Acts 15:11, “But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus according to the manner in which they also [are saved].”



(5)  Acts 16:31, “Then they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and so you and your household will be saved.’”



(6)  Rom 10:11-17, “Therefore the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes on Him shall not be disappointed.’  For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, because the same one [is] Lord of all, being generous to all those who call upon Him.  For ‘whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’  But how shall they call on [the Lord Jesus Christ] in Whom they have not believed?  Furthermore, how shall they believe in [Christ] Whom they have not heard?  Furthermore, how shall they hear without a public herald?  Furthermore, how shall they proclaim the gospel unless they have been sent out?  Just as it stands written, ‘How timely [are] the feet of those who proclaim good news about intrinsic good things.’  But not all have obeyed our gospel.  For example Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message?’  Consequently, that faith [comes] because of the message.  Moreover, that message [comes] by means of a proclamation about Christ.”


c.  The perfect example of this message by John is given in Jn 1:29, “On the next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!’”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke has given a bare sample of the wonderful messages of the Baptist.  Few as his words preserved are they give a definite and powerful conception of his preaching.”


b.  “Luke wraps up the overview of John’s ministry.  The transition to a summary is indicated by the men oun kai.  Some suggest that hetera [‘other’] means messages of a character ‘different’ from the message presented here.  However, it seems more likely that Luke is using the term to indicate that John preached about much more than what is present here.  John’s ministry is characterized by exhortation to his audience.  John’s message involves preaching good news.  There is an allusion to the precursor of the salvation message, a point that does not suggest that John’s message equals that of Jesus, but that John introduces what Jesus will actually bring.”
  I disagree.  God’s message of salvation has been the same throughout human history.  God’s has required each person to believe that God would provide eternal salvation to those who believe in His love and that He would do so through the sacrifice of His very own Son.  This thought is compacted into the simple statement “Believe in Me.”


c.  “Keep in mind that John did much more than preach against sin; he also proclaimed the Gospel.  John introduced Jesus as the Lamb of God and told people to trust in Him.”


d.  “The content of John’s message to which we have been exposed is portrayed as a summary of the sort of thing John regularly communicated (Acts 2:40).  His preaching comes under the heading of ‘good news,’ a description undoubtedly recommended to Luke by his presentation of John as the Isaianic herald of good news.”


e.  “So, before Christ made His public appearance, man was told He would do one of two things for them: either He would give new life, eternal life, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, or He would condemn them to eternal punishment.  This, the message of the gospel, has not altered; John proclaimed it before Christ commenced His ministry, Christ preached it throughout His ministry, the apostles taught it after His ministry, and it is still the same today.”
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