John 1:1
Luke 3:17



 is the possessive genitive masculine singular from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Whose” and referring to the Messiah.  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PTUON, meaning “winnowing shovel.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in His hand.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIAKATHAIRW, which means “to clean out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the Messiah’s winnowing shovel will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HALWN with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His threshed grain.”
  There is no verb in the clause, which suggests the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”

“Whose winnowing shovel [is] in His hand to clean out His threshed grain,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to gather.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the Messiah’s winnowing shovel will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun SITOS, meaning “the wheat.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun APOTHĒKĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “into His barn.”

“and to gather the wheat into His barn;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ACHURON, which means “the chaff.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KATAKAIW, which means “to burn.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Messiah will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “with fire” plus the adjective ASBESTOS, meaning “inextinguishable.”

“however He will burn the chaff with inextinguishable fire.’”
Lk 3:17 corrected translation
“Whose winnowing shovel [is] in His hand to clean out His threshed grain, and to gather the wheat into His barn; however He will burn the chaff with inextinguishable fire.’”
Mt 3:12, “His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “Whose winnowing shovel [is] in His hand to clean out His threshed grain,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now says: “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire, Whose winnowing shovel [is] in His hand to clean out His threshed grain, and to gather the wheat into His barn; however He will burn the chaff with inextinguishable fire.”

b.  The subject of this statement is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice that the Messiah is the One who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  In John’s mind at the time he said this referred to what the Messiah would do after His coming to deliver Israel and establish His kingdom.  John had no conception of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost or the advent of the Church Age, which had been kept a secret by God the Father—the Church being a surprise witness in Satan’s appeal trial.  John had no conception of a first and second advent.  His understanding of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit was only related to statements such as Joel 2:28; Isa 32:15; 44:3; Ezek 39:29; Zech 12:10.


c.  The Messiah also baptizes with fire.  This does not occur before, during, or after the first advent.  John was expecting this baptism of fire with the establishment of the Messiah’s kingdom.  This baptism or identification with fire is a judgment, which is now further described through the analogy to a winnowing shovel, which was used to throw the grain into the air, so that the wind would separate the wheat from the chaff.  The wheat is analogous to the believer and the chaff is analogous to the unbeliever.  The baptism of fire removes the unbeliever from the earth, separating the unbelievers from the believers for the millennial reign of the Messiah.  The unbeliever goes to the compartment of Hades called Torments, awaiting the Last Judgment.  The believer goes into the millennial reign of the Messiah.  Thus the threshed grain is cleaned out by removing the chaff—the unbelievers.

2.  “and to gather the wheat into His barn;”

a.  The wheat, which represents the believer, is then gathered into the Messiah’s barn.  The Messiah’s barn is analogous to His kingdom.


b.  The gathering is the re-gathering of all Jewish believers after the second advent of the Messiah.  After the Jewish and Gentile unbelievers of the earth are removed from the earth at the second advent of the Messiah, then the Messiah gathers the believers of Israel from the nations of the world back into their own nation—the entire land promised to Abraham in the Palestinian covenant.

3.  “however He will burn the chaff with inextinguishable fire.’”

a.  In contrast to the gathering of Jewish believers into the millennial nation of Israel, the Messiah burns the chaff (unbelievers) with inextinguishable fire.  This is obviously a judgment or baptism of/by/with fire.


b.  The manner in which this burning with fire takes place is by the Lord Jesus Christ sending these people to Hades and leaving them there for the duration of His millennial reign.


c.  The fact this fire is inextinguishable indicates that it is a supernatural fire, and therefore, a fire created by God, rather than some naturally occurring event.  This fire is not to be confused with the lake of fire, which is also inextinguishable.  The burning of the chaff in that inextinguishable fire does not occur until the Last Judgment.  Therefore, the unbelievers at the second advent of the Messiah go from the inextinguishable fire of Torments in Hades to the inextinguishable fire of the lake fire as a part of the Last Judgment.


d.  The near fulfillment of this prophecy occurs at the Second Advent and the far fulfillment occurs at the Last Judgment.


e.  Ps 1:4, “The wicked are not so, but they are like chaff which the wind drives away.”


f.  “The OT references to hell fire are rare and disputed (Isa 34:10; 66:24).  It is this fire to which the NT most often refers: eternal fire (Mt 18:8; 25:41; Jude 7); unquenchable fire (Mt 3:12; Mk 9:43; Lk 3:17); hell of fire (Mt 5:22; 18:9; for Gehenna alone, cf. Mt 5:29f.; 10:28; 23:15, 33; Mk 9:43, 45, 47; Lk 12:5; Jam 3:6); the furnace of fire (Mt 13:42, 50); lake of fire (Rev 19:20; 20:10, 14f.; 22:8).”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “John explains the baptism of Spirit and fire through the picture of sifting grain at harvest time.  The winnowing fork was a wooden forklike shovel used to lift the grain in the air, so that the wind or a winnowing fan could separate the wheat from the chaff.  The heavier, usable grain would fall directly down onto the threshing floor, while the lighter, useless chaff would be blown away.  Of course, the sifting illustration is the point. Jesus is ready to divide among people.  Just as wheat is saved for the storehouse, so those who draw near to Jesus will be spared.  But also just as the chaff is tossed to the wind, gathered, and burned, so will be the fate of those who refuse Him.  Jesus separates between people, and the winnowing fork is in His hand already.  The picture indicates not only a separation within humanity, but a cleaning up of the threshing floor.  His purging brings decisive judgment.  These images have an OT background.  The picture of harvest occurs in Prov 20:26, Jer 15:7, and Isa 41:15–16.  The picture of the fire as unquenchable uses OT imagery of Job 20:26; Isa 34:8–10; 66:24.  The image of fire tied to eternal judgment occurs also in Mk 9:43–44.  The picture of the unquenchable fire alludes to the fierce and unending quality of an inescapable judgment that will be decisive and irreversible.  There is one difference between this image and that of the OT.  The purge here applies to everyone, not just to Gentiles.  People in Israel are at risk too.  What is interesting to note about John’s remarks is that Jesus institutes the judgment for God, an image that will reappear in Acts 10:42–43; 17:31.  Thus, Jesus’ position is grounded in His superior authority.  The idea expressed here agrees with Mt 3:12 exactly.”


b.  “Although the image described here is generally taken to be that of winnowing—that is, tossing harvested grain into the air by way of allowing the wind to separate the wheat from the chaff—the language John uses actually presumes that the process of winnowing has already been completed.  Consequently, all that remains is to clear the threshing floor, and this is what John pictures.  This means that John’s ministry of preparation is itself the winnowing, for his call to repentance set within his message of future judgment required of people that they align themselves with or over against God’s justice.  As a consequence, the role of the Messiah is portrayed as pronouncing or enacting judgment on the people on the basis of their response to John.  John establishes an expectation for immediate judgment that is not actualized with the appearance of the Coming One.  This is not a loose thread left hanging by the narrator, for he picks it up again in Lk 7:18–20—where John wonders if in fact Jesus is the anticipated one (if so, where is the anticipated judgment?); and in Lk 12:49, where Jesus himself wishes for the commencement of judgment.  As before, the question is less what will happen, and much more when and how.”


c.  “John has lifted Jesus up as superior in His person and superior in His baptism and now presents Him as superior in His final judgment.  Jesus’ judgment is supremely discriminating.  Our Lord exercises perfect, unerring judgment.  His judgment not only will be perfectly discerning, but also ultimate.  ‘Unquenchable fire’ is by definition eternal, ultimate judgment.  The unregenerate often joke about it.  But divine judgment is no joke. We know from Jesus himself that Hell is everlasting. Jesus closed the Parable of the Last Judgment with the words, “‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’  …Then they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life” (Mt 25:41, 46).  Punishment is eternal in the same way that salvation is eternal.”
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