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Luke 3:10



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EPERWTAW, which means “to ask: kept asking.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, incomplete action.


The active voice indicates that the crowds were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to John the Baptist.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun OCHLOS, meaning “the crowds.”  Next we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what the crowds were doing at that time.


The active voice indicates that the crowds were producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial. 

“And the crowds kept asking him, saying,”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what?,” followed by the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  Finally, we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.  This is translated by the auxiliary verb “shall/should.”


The active voice indicates that the crowds will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in questions where the answer is indefinite.

“‘Therefore what should we do?’”
Lk 3:10 corrected translation
“And the crowds kept asking him, saying, ‘Therefore what should we do?’”
Explanation:
1.  “And the crowds kept asking him, saying,”

a.  Luke continues the story of John the Baptist’s ministry by telling us how the crowds responded to John’s message.  The fact the word crowds is in the plural indicates that this happened over and over again.  There would be one crowd one day and then a different crowd the next day.  But all these crowds had similar reactions.  This is also indicated by the imperfect tense in the verb “kept on asking.”  The same crowd didn’t repeat the question over and over again, but each crowd of people that came ask the same or similar question.


b.  Exactly what was asked is then quoted by Luke, who would have received this information from any of the thousands of people that came to hear John speak and may have been in the crowd.  There was no lack of witnesses to these events.

2.  “‘Therefore what should we do?’”

a.  The inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” indicates that what is asked is asked as a consequence of what John had said previously: “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming judgment?   Therefore produce fruits worthy of a change of mind, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as a father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children for Abraham.  But even now the axe is laid at the root of the trees.  Therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and is being thrown into the fire.”

b.  Knowing that they could no longer depend on being the descendants of Abraham as the basis for their salvation and that judgment was imminent, the people in the crowds desperately needed to know what they should do to be saved?  John had already given them the answer when he said “produce fruits worthy of a change of mind,” which implies that the change of mind is the answer.  The fruits are only the result that proves that a change of mind has taken place.  It is the change of mind about the Messiah that will save them; not the fruits they produce thereafter.


c.  These people needed to believe in the Messiah for their eternal salvation.  That belief was a change of mind from not believing in Him to believing in Him.  This was the one and only thing that would deliver them from being cut down and thrown into the fire.  John will now answer their question with some examples.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “John’s message does not fall on deaf ears.  The response of three distinct groups in 3:10–14 constitutes a section unique to Luke’s Gospel.  The crowd is the first to press John for elaboration.  If the crowd is to make fruit worthy of repentance, what are they to do?  In asking the question, the crowd understands that John is not calling them to participate in an efficacious rite, but he is calling on them to respond with action.  The washing pictures what happens in the heart.  They are asking him in effect, ‘What is the product that reflects true repentance?’  The crowd wishes to know what repentance entails.”


b.  “The crowd, tax collectors, and soldiers all asked, ‘What should we do to give evidence of genuine repentance?’”


c.  “What behavior is appropriate to those who claim to have repented?”


d.  “John’s eschatological charge indeed chilled some souls.  They realized they had not truly repented.  They saw they had no authentic Spirit-derived fruit.  They saw that their thoughts, their desires, their actions had no roots in the faith they professed with their lips.  Convicted of their failings, the crowd asked, ‘What should we do then?’”
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