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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative feminine plural aorist active participle of the verb HUPOSTREPHW, which means “to return.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the women produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, which precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after returning.”

Next we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular article and noun MNEMEION, which means “from the tomb.”

“And after returning from the tomb,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb APAGGELLW, which means “to inform, tell, declare, or report.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the women produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective HOUTOS and adjective PAS, meaning “all these things.”  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective HENDEKA, which means “to the eleven.”

“they reported all these things to the eleven”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative indirect object from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article and adjective LOIPOS, meaning “to all the rest.”

“and to all the rest.”
Lk 24:9 corrected translation
“And after returning from the tomb, they reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after returning from the tomb,”

a.  Luke continues the story with his description of what the women did, after their encounter with the angels.


b.  They returned from the tomb.  Returned to where?  They returned to the city of Jerusalem to the place where the disciples were staying.  We are never told in any of the gospel accounts where this place was located.  It may have been the ancestral home of John Mark, but that is only speculation, not fact.  The location is not mentioned to protect the privacy of whoever lived there.  This would be especially important at the time of writing of the gospels, since the Sadducees were still in control in Jerusalem and would have sought revenge against the people living there.  If the Jewish leaders were willing to martyr the apostle James in 44 A.D., they would have even greater desire to kill Christians in 55-65 A.D. as Christianity continued to grow.


c.  As far as we know, none of these women ever returned to the tomb or considered it a sacred place.  There is no point in any Christian going there today to worship.  We worship a risen Lord, not an empty tomb.

2.  “they reported all these things to the eleven”

a.  Upon arrival back at the residence of the eleven disciples (Judas is now dead, having hung himself), the women report everything that they witnessed to the eleven disciples.  We don’t know when or how it happened, but the eleven came back together at some point prior to this.  How they knew when or where to rendezvous is anyone’s guess.  It may have been preplanned or they may have been instructed by Jesus to do so in the event of His death.  We are not given the details.  All we know is that sometime after they had scattered in the Garden of Gethsemane they reconvened at some house in Jerusalem.  It may have been the location of the last supper, but that too is only speculation.


b.  The phrase “all these things” obviously refers to the open tomb, the stone rolled away, the emptiness of the tomb, the appearance of the angels, the question of the angels and the declaration of the angels.


c.  The title ‘the eleven’ indicates a semi-official title of the remaining group of disciples/apostles that had remained with Jesus throughout His public ministry.  But they were not alone to hear the report of the women.


d.  It is likely that Peter and John were not with the others at this time, but Mary Magdalene reported to them separately.  And Thomas was certainly not there.  He would join the group a week later.

3.  “and to all the rest.”

a.  Luke adds the fact that there were other people gathered together with the disciples.


b.  These other people would, could, or might include the following:



(1)  Mary the mother of Jesus.



(2)  Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha.



(3)  Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus.



(4)  Bartimaeus, Mk 10:46.



(5)  Zaccheus of Jericho, Lk 10:2.



(6)  The blind man of Jericho, Lk 18:35.


c.  There may have been others, but their names are unknown to us, except Justus and Matthias, the candidates to replace Judas in Acts 1, and Cleopas Lk 24:18.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke does not separate the story of Mary Magdalene from that of the other women as John does (Jn 20:2–18).”


b.  “The woman return from the tomb and report all these things to the apostles, who now number eleven without Judas, and the rest of the disciples.  For the first time, the larger group hears of the empty tomb, the angelic presence, and the declaration that Jesus is raised just as He predicted He would be.  Mark has no parallel to this passage, though Mk 16:8 speaks of the women fleeing ‘from the tomb’.  The shorter form of Mark’s Gospel ends abruptly with the women telling no one, but simply standing in fear. This does not mean that the women never spoke to anyone.”


c.  “Obedient to their commission, the women ran to tell the disciples the good news, but the men did not believe them!  Mary Magdalene asked Peter and John to come to examine the tomb (Jn 20:1–10), and they too saw the proof that Jesus was not there.  However, all that the evidence said was that the body was gone and that apparently there had been no violence.  As Mary lingered by the tomb weeping, Jesus Himself appeared to her (Jn 20:11–18).”


d.  “Reference to ‘the others’ and to ‘all the rest’ signals the preeminence of Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the eleven apostles within the community.”


e.  “When we try to put the stories together, we miss the point of the authors.  The Church accepted into its canon four separate Gospels, viewing each as inspired by God.  It did not put into the canon a harmony of these Gospels (although such existed).  The fact is that each writer is trying to bring out his unique perspective and theological insights by the details he includes or leaves out.  Matthew wants to underline the miraculous and also explain a rumor that the body of Jesus was stolen.  Luke stresses the fulfillment of the words of Jesus and yet the disbelief of the apostles.  John, by focusing on a single woman and her intimate discussion with Jesus, points out that in the resurrection and ascension of Jesus the promises of Jn 13–16 are fulfilled. Jesus cannot be held, for it is better for Him to go to the One who is not only His Father but is now also our Father.  It is when we look at the resurrection through such eyes, informed by the perspective of each Gospel writer, that we see not simply a miracle, nor even the fact of the resurrection, but the message the church has believed that God wanted to communicate in and through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”


f.  “There was a lot of running to and fro around daybreak on the morning of Jesus’ resurrection.  The soldiers ran off to report Jesus’ resurrection the chief priests; Mary Magdalene ran off to report the empty tomb to Peter and John, the other ladies went to report the angelic announcement to the apostles; Peter and John ran back to examine the tomb; and so did Mary Magdalene.  This was all taking place more or less simultaneously, just as one should expect, given the startling happening of that eventful morning.  The Gospels give us scant information on the course of events, but nevertheless provide all the leads we need to construct a chronological record.  We know that Mary Magdalene fled immediately, but the other women remained, seeing the angels after her departure, for Mary said nothing to Peter and John about angels (Jn 20:2) and did not recognize the angels as such when she saw them in the tomb after Peter and John had left.  We also know that Mary found Peter and John together, and that these two reached the tomb after the other women had left to tell the others about the angels because they were unaware of the angelic announcement.  This much is clear, and it suggests that Peter and John were lodged together and close to the tomb, whereas the other disciples were further away.  We also know from Lk 24:22–24 that the women reported to some of the disciples before learning that Mary Magdalene had seen the Lord, or before they themselves had seen Him, and that Peter and John informed the others that the tomb was empty shortly thereafter.”


g.  “These great women had been bewildered, rebuked, and instructed, but now they would be witnesses!  It is impossible to know how much the women really understood at this point, but they did bear testimony to what they had seen and heard.  They kept telling the good news to the Eleven over and over.”
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