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

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that these believers were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “always, continually, constantly Mt 18:10; Mk 5:5; Lk 24:53; Acts 2:25; 10:2; 24:16; Rom 11:10; 2 Thes 3:16; Heb 9:6; 13:15.”
  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and adjective HIEROS, meaning “in the temple.”
“and were continually in the temple”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb EULOGEW, which means “to praise; to bless.”


The present tense is descriptive/customary present of what continually and typically occurred.


The active voice indicates that these believers kept on producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

“praising God.”
Lk 24:53 corrected translation
“and were continually in the temple praising God.”
Explanation:
1.  “and were continually in the temple”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “And then they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising God.”

b.  The disciples spent their days in public, on the Temple grounds, where everyone could see them, find them, talk to them about Jesus and hear them talk about His resurrection and ascension.  They were no longer afraid to appear openly in the temple.  They were no longer afraid of the high priest or anything he could do to them.


c.  The word translated ‘continually’ is not an adverb (which we should expect) but a very unique idiom: the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning literally “through everything.”


d.  They were certainly there for the morning prayers at 9 a.m. and for the evening prayers at 3 p.m.  During the rest of the day they probably went where Jesus usually went to teach—on Solomon’s porch (portico).  This is where all the scribes and Pharisees would be found discussing the Law and the Prophets (the Old Testament Scriptures).


e.  No doubt they witnessed the continuing daily animal sacrifices, which would now remind them of what Jesus did for them on the Cross.


f.  And it is likely that they spent so much time in the temple area, because that seemed like the logical place where the Holy Spirit would come upon them.  It is significant to note that the Holy Spirit did not come to the temple area, but to the upper room in which the disciples resided or met.

2.  “praising God.”

a.  The final words of Luke in his gospel are the most glorious in all the gospel.  God is to be praised by all His Bride, all other believers, and all elect angels.  May every knee bow to our Lord Jesus Christ and may every tongue praise all three members of the Trinity.  God is more than worthy to be praised by these believers and is more than worthy to be praised by all believers.


b.  The word ‘God’ is a singular in the Greek, but in the Hebrew, the word is a plural (the IM ending in Hebrew [ELOHIM] is the equivalent of our English ‘s’ plural ending).  All three members of the Trinity are worthy of our praise.  God the Father is worthy of praise for His plan in eternity past.  God the Son is worthy of praise for His execution of the plan, which provided eternal salvation.  God the Holy Spirit is worthy of praise for His revelation of the plan and offer of eternal salvation.  These believers were praising God for the Father for sending the Son, praising the Son for taking away the sin of the world, and praising the Holy Spirit for His coming and empowering them.


c.  In Acts 1:12 Luke simply says that they returned to Jerusalem and doesn’t mention the praise, which he emphasizes here, “Then they returned to Jerusalem…”


d.  Notice that the disciples were openly praising the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father publicly on the temple grounds and as far as we know, the high priest and the Captain of the temple guard made no attempt to quiet them, harass them, silence them, or intimidate them.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The disciples return to Jerusalem and go to the temple.  The Gospel events end as they began: at the temple.  Luke’s Gospel has gone from a priest unexpectedly participating in the arrival of God’s promise to disciples expectantly awaiting the inauguration of God’s blessings.  Luke notes that they were continually at the temple.  The Gospel ends with a note about the disciples’ piety.  In the temple, they are blessing God.  God is to be praised for the blessings that come in Jesus.  Luke’s final note is that, as the disciples await the arrival of the Father’s promise, God is to be praised for His work in Jesus Christ, the exalted Lord.”


b.  “The various conjectures as to why the disciples were so joyous and thankful may all be right; but they remain conjectures.”


c.  “The last thing our Lord did was to bless His people, and the first thing they did was to worship Him!  The two always go together.  Dr. Luke opened his Gospel with a scene in the temple, and he closed his Gospel the same way.  But what a contrast between the unbelieving, silent priest and the trusting, joyful saints!”


d.  “These men, who had been in mortal fear of the high priest seven weeks earlier, had been emboldened by their Lord’s teaching and the sight of His ascension.”
  

e.  “They boldly went into the temple, secure in the knowledge that on this earth they were under God’s protection for as long as He had service for them to perform; and when that service was over they, like Jesus, would ascend to Heaven to enjoy the eternal life He had procured for them in His earthly sojourn.”


f.  “No Sanhedrin frightened them; they went regularly and in public to the Temple—all men could see them.  But they only worshipped; they did not preach—they waited.  ‘Praising God’ is Luke’s last word.  It is fitting, indeed.”


g.  “Many of the temple courts were used for prayer. Ancient writers often framed literary units by starting and ending on the same point; Luke frames his whole Gospel by starting and ending it in the temple.”


h.  “This verse supplies a fitting end to the Gospel with praise addressed to God: is Luke suggesting to his readers that this is the appropriate response for them to his story?”
  Yes, of course he is.


i.  “With the ascension all his disciples at last understood—and they bowed in awed adoration. This is where the gospel ought to leave us too—worshiping the ascended King.”
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