John 1:1
Luke 24:5



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then.”  With this we have the genitive direct object from the feminine plural adjective EMPHOBOS, which means “terrified.”  Next we have the genitive absolute construction, which consists of the genitive feminine plural aorist deponent middle participle of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become” plus the genitive ‘subject’ of the participle from the third person feminine plural personal used of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to the women.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.

The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the women producing the action.


The participle is causal, which is translated using the word “since” or “because.” 

“Now because they were becoming terrified”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the genitive feminine plural present active participle of the verb KLINW, which means “to bow; to bend: bowing.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the women were producing the action.


The participle is causal.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used as a possessive pronoun (‘their’) and noun PROSWPON, meaning “their faces.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “to the ground.”

“and bowing their faces to the ground,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: they said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the two angels produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“they said to them,”
 is the interrogative adverb TIS, meaning “Why?,” followed by the second person plural present active indicative of the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek: are you seeking.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the women are producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”  The participle is used as a substantive, translated “the Living One.”  Finally, we have the preposition META plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural article and adjective NEKROS, meaning “among the dead.”

“‘Why are you seeking the Living One among the dead?”
Lk 24:5 corrected translation
“Now because they were becoming terrified and bowing their faces to the ground, they said to them, ‘Why are you seeking the Living One among the dead?”
Mt 28:5, “The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.’”

Mk 16:6, “And he said to them, ‘Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now because they were becoming terrified”

a.  Luke continues to describe the women’s encounter with the two angels by telling us about the mental state of the women.  As they looked upon the angels and began to hear them speak, they became terrified.  There reaction to these angels was not very different than the apostle John’s reaction to the messenger angel on the island of Patmos.


b.  Having never seen an angel, and considering that these angels looked like they are dressed in lightning, it is no wonder that the women would be frightened.  If we saw someone that looked like they were made out of electricity, we would probably be just as terrified.


c.  Being terrified makes a person irrational and unable to think.  These women couldn’t continue to be terrified and comprehend the message of these angels.  They needed to calm down.

2.  “and bowing their faces to the ground,”

a.  In addition to being afraid, the women also had a bodily reaction, just as John did.  They went down on their knees and bowed their faces to the ground.


b.  This is a posture of worship, which elect angels refuse to accept from humans.  Satan and the fallen angels desire the worship of man.  Elect angels do not.  They know that worship is reserved for God alone.

3.  “they said to them,”

a.  Because the women were afraid and bowing in worship to the angels, these two messenger angels spoke to the women to calm their fears and stop their worship.


b.  Many commentators suggest that these angels rebuke the women with their question.  I reject that notion.  The angels had a message of good news—in fact, it was the greatest news ever heard by the ears of man.  Such news is a blessing, not a rebuke.  The angels were happy to deliver this great news, and it was designed to produce joy in the hearts of man.


c.  This question was not a rebuke, since there was no cause for the women to be rebuked.  They had done nothing wrong.  They didn’t disbelieve the resurrection; they had simply forgotten what Jesus had said about it.


d.  Since the message was good news, it is more likely that the angels delivered this message with joy in their hearts rather than judgment and censure of the women.  Which seems more plausible to you—that the angels are critical and judgmental of the women or joyful and happy in delivering the great news of resurrection?

4.  “‘Why are you seeking the Living One among the dead?”

a.  Repeat this with a smile on your face and you get the picture.  The question is designed to make the women and us think.  Questions in the gospel by Jesus were always designed to provoke thought.  The angels are doing the same thing with these women.  They are attempting to get them to stop fearing and begin remembering.


b.  The angels give the Lord Jesus a new title, not seen before in the gospels—“the Living One.”  This title can only refer to the resurrected Jesus.


c.  Jesus is the Living One in resurrection body; for He can never die again.  As the Living One He will forever be among believers, who are also living ones.  The dead will spend eternity in the lake of fire, the second death, and He will never be among them.


d.  The implication of this question is that the women should continue seeking Jesus, but do so among the living, that is, among those who believe in Him.  The women should be seeking Jesus, but not in His grave; for death cannot hold Him.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “They had utterly forgotten the prediction of Jesus that he would rise on the third day.”


b.  “The appearance of the angels produces terror in the women (Mk 16:5 says the women were amazed).  The women are in awe of the angels and bow their faces to the ground.  They do not bow simply to avoid the bright light, since turning away would accomplish that goal.  Rather, bowing is a sign of recognition of the presence of heavenly beings and divine messengers.  The women know that something is happening, but they have no idea what it is, as the following rebuke shows.  In wording similar to Isa 8:19, the angels rebuke the women not to seek the living among the dead.  The women do not recognize that Jesus is raised; they have not heeded [they didn’t remember, which is far different than not obeying].  His teaching about his suffering and exaltation (Lk 9:22, 44; 13:33; 17:25; 22:37).  The Lucan angelic message is unique: John lacks any angelic remarks at this point in his narrative; in Matt. 28:5–6 the angel tells the women not to fear; for the crucified Jesus whom they seek is not here, but is raised; and in Mk 16:6 the angel tells the women not to be amazed, for Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified is raised and is not here.   Luke has drawn on additional material or summarized the conversation in more detail.”


c.  “There was a kind rebuke in his message as he reminded them of their bad memories!”


d.  “The angels first admonish them.  In spite of their devout intentions in coming to anoint Jesus’ body, these women have failed to grasp Jesus’ message about the resurrection and, thus, have not taken with appropriate gravity the power of God.”


e.  “Angels often appeared as human beings in the Old Testament (Josh 5:13) and also often appeared in radiant garments or bodies (2 Kg 6:17; Dan 10:5–6).”


f.  “While they bowed, one of the angels voiced the immortal rebuke.  They were accused of coming to anoint a lifeless Jesus when they should have known he would rise from the dead.  It was scandalous to look for Jesus in the grave.”
  Did the angels have the authority to rebuke these believers?  Did they have the right to judge them?  Did these angels have permission to criticize those who loved the Lord and only wanted to do right by Him?

g.  “The question is not a rebuke.”
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