John 1:1
Luke 24:48



 is the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to all the people in that room.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun MARTUS, meaning “witnesses.”  The subject and predicate nominatives without a verb indicate the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”  Finally, we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “concerning these things” or simply a descriptive genitive, meaning “of these things.”

“You [are] witnesses of these things.”
Lk 24:48 corrected translation
“You [are] witnesses of these things.”
Explanation:
1.  “You [are] witnesses of these things.”

a.  The Lord continues His address to the believers gathered together for dinner in Jerusalem on resurrection Sunday evening by declaring that they are the official, judicial witnesses of His life, ministry, miracles, teaching, official entry into Jerusalem as the Messiah, arrest, trials, sufferings, condemnation, crucifixion, death, burial, and now His resurrection.


b.  The Law of Moses required two or three witnesses in a court of Law.  Here we have gathered at least two-dozen witnesses.


c.  The fact they are witnesses implies that their testimony must be given.  It will be given in several places:



(1)  First and most importantly, their testimony will be given in Jerusalem in the Temple before the leaders and people of Israel.



(2)  Then their witness will be given in Samaria, Galilee, and the other districts surrounding Israel.



(3)  Eventually their witness will be given throughout the Roman Empire.



(4)  In addition to the spread of the gospel throughout the Empire, the message will be taken to other nations of the world (like India, China, Russia, and Indonesia).



(5)  And during all this witnessing on earth, the witness of these believers will be made before the Supreme Court of Heaven to the everlasting downfall of the kingdom of Satan.


d.  Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus defines the disciples’ role in light of what they have seen fulfilled from the Scripture.  They are witnesses of these things.  The concept of witness will become an important theme in Acts (Acts 1:8, 22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39, 41; 13:31; 22:15, 20; 26:16).  The disciples can testify to these events because they have seen them.  Such events involve Jesus’ passion, resurrection, teaching, and work.  Luke’s commitment to the historicity of events is made clear here.  Acts 1:8 reintroduces the concept and calls on the disciples to function as witnesses to the things Jesus did and taught.  The speeches in Acts can be seen as examples of such testimony.  In Jesus’ absence, these disciples are to proclaim the message of God’s work in Jesus.  They have seen what Jesus did, and they have heard Him open up the Scripture.  Their faith is not just an ethic or a morality.  It is the testimony of God’s activity in history.  Through Jesus, God personally reaches out to humankind in these events.”


b.  “Privilege always brings responsibility; they were to be witnesses of all that He had said and done.  A witness is somebody who sincerely tells what he has seen and heard (Acts 4:20), and the word witness is used in one way or another twenty-nine times in the Book of Acts.  As Christians, we are not judges or prosecuting attorneys sent to condemn the world.  We are witnesses who point to Jesus Christ and tell lost sinners how to be saved.”
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